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Tunnels, a way of creating ‘popular culture^:" 

in AwaH.it u_> .1 •<■... . .... vSi,. t 


Window 

on 

Jordan 


By Ibtisam Awadat 

Special io The Star 

the lunnel 10 me cL my friends because it’s 
52 ir J hle S. ale <? f . thc University of Jordan, and at 
in;.. ^ l,me 11 s *? closc to buses” said Hiam. a 

uni verst iy student silting in the pedestrian tunnel. 

Many of the students use the tunnel as a mcei- 
SP™ 1 - specially in winter as it protects us 
rom rain and if we are late, we can take any bus 
and go home.” Hiam added. 

H«T.»!!! nC * S arc bu '* 1 10 l° wcr the injuries and 
aths caused by traffic accidents, but sometimes 
people use them in negative ways. In from of the 
Mousing Bank Complex as you step into the tun¬ 
nel. you arc welcomed by an old beggar silling 


with her child asking for charity. It's nni only 
this: the woman grabs pedestrians from their 
clothes and lets go only after they give her money. 
“We couldn't take it any mure so we asked those 
responsible to take her away” complained u shop 
owner near the tunnel. 

While in Zerqa. tunnels arc used I'm outer pur¬ 
poses. The entrance which connects the buses 
complex to Al Sa'adeh Street for instance, is still 
covered hv candidates' photos nt the las parlia¬ 
mentary elections: It had taken place but the phn- 
tos had not. 

Then after you come downstairs, u yutng man 
meets you and presents you with an excellent 
offer, he says "I can tell you about youi weight 


using this electronic scale only for 50 fi ]s.NRit 
body approaches, besides the man next ur 
scale. Two young men sat down talking and 
laughing as il they were sitting in a restaurant 
although the crowds were coming in and out. but 
this didn't prevent them from going on with their 
conversation. 

On the other side of the tunnel two scruffy- 
kinking children stood selling their petty merchan¬ 
dise m pictures, tissues and other simple items. 
Before we leave the lunnel. interesting paintings 
are hung on the walls. ‘The paintings were given 
to the Zerqa Municipality as a gift'from the pri- 



Continued on page 2 
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Government ready 
to send draft laws 


restricting PAs and 
political parties 


By Raed Al Abed 

Star Sniff Writer 
THE OPENING this week of 
the 13th Jordanian Parliament 
has nut put an end to the politi¬ 
cal lug-uf-wur between the gov¬ 
ernment and the opposition par- 
i io-. most of whom had 
h»-yarned the Novemher elec¬ 
tions. The opposition claims 
the country is still going 
through a critical phase that is 
adding strain to Jordan's cight- 
year-old democratic experi¬ 
ment. Opposition figures have 
accused the government of exe¬ 
cuting a gradual program to 
reverse the democratic gains of 
the past few years. 

That reversal, they say. 
began with the amendment last 
May of the press law resulting 
in the closure of 14 weeklies, 
and in introducing new regula¬ 
tions to curb press freedom. 
Now it is the turn of political 
parties and professional unions, 
who spearheaded the boycott 
campaign of last month's 
elections. 

The government has said all 
.ilnng that it wants to "rnodem- 
i/c" legislations and His 
Majesty the King has repeat¬ 
edly hinted that he will ask the 
uovernment to review laws 
coveming the activities of 
political panics and profes¬ 
sional unions. . 

In his Speech from The 
Throne Iasi Saturday, the King 
itnn-iuneed that the government 
w ill present to Parliament "new 
legislations that aim at develop¬ 
ing the political panics and pro- 
lci.sion-.il unions....in order to 
nuanmicc better performance 
and to recti laic practices....to 
protect Lhe w rights or the people 
•md the interests of the home¬ 
land." In addition to these new 
draft laws, the government will 
present a new election law and 
will ask Parliament to endorse 
i he temporary press law 

The King s speech was the 

tirst real indication that die 

..ovemment has emharked on a 
plan to review the pcrlomiancc 
!,! political panics and profes- 
sional unions and their respec 
io. laws. Official souses 


revealed that the government is 
working on draft laws to 
strongly regulate the existing 
18 political parties and 12 pro¬ 
fessional associations. 

Concerning professional 
associations, the King sug¬ 
gested several times recently 
that by-laws making member¬ 
ship of these associations man¬ 
datory should be revoked. The 
King is concerned with two 
controversial issues: drawing 
the line between politicizing 
the unions and addressing pro¬ 
fessional concerns on one hand, 
and mandatory membership of 
these unions, on die other. 

The associations, with - a 
combined membership of over 
80.000 today, have been active 
players in the political arena for 
over 30 years—especially since 
the suspension of political par¬ 
ties back in the 1950s. They 
were seen by people as natural 
substitutes for political parties 
offering a platform for political 
activists. Attempts by the gov¬ 
ernment in the past to de- 
pofiiicize professional associa¬ 
tions by intervention had 
largely failed. 

The only remaining option is 
to amend the law to effectively 
ban these associations from get¬ 
ting involved in politics or 
expressing political sentiments. 
Of the 12 main associations, 
half are controlled by the Isla¬ 
mists while four are in the 
hands of leftists. 

The draft law concerning 
professional associations is 
believed to be ready to be dis¬ 
patched from the Prime Minis¬ 
try to the Lower House. While 
no details are available, it is 
expected the draft law will 
make membership of the asso¬ 
ciations voluntary. A more 
drastic measure could be the 
appointment of a ■'manager" to 
regulate the activities of each 
association. In addition, the 
proposed law will separate pub¬ 
lic sector members from those 
belonging to the private sector. 

In principle, professional 
associations reject any interfer¬ 
ence in their affairs. They say 
they are NGOs and therefore 


independent in their internal 
by-laws, which can only be 
changed hy the general assem¬ 
bly of each association. In addi¬ 
tion.' they believe that their 
rights are preserved by Jordan’s 
Constitution and international 
conventions. 

President of the Engineers 
Association, the largest of the 
12 associations. Laith ShbailaL 
is also one of the most out¬ 
spoken and controversial fig¬ 
ures in Jordan today. He said 
the government has been plan¬ 
ning to dissolve the last of the 
country’s civic institutions, 
referring to professional associ¬ 
ations. for some time now. He 
said these attempts are made to 
submit to the demands of 
“international capitalism... 
which insist on hitting all 
groups of workers and 
professionals." 

“It is no surprise that this 
government, which changed its 
Arab identity and allied itself 
with lsrael...is now trying to 
destroy professional associa¬ 
tions." Shbailat said. 

But while some profession¬ 
als believe there is a need to 
change the internal by-laws of 
the associations, they say the 
change should come from 
within the professional associa¬ 
tions. Dr Sa'ed Abu Mazer, 
president of the Dentists Asso¬ 
ciation said that the general 
assemblies of the professional 
associations had agreed on sev¬ 
eral amendments which were 
later sent to the Prime Ministry, 
“but they have delayed answer¬ 
ing us for many years until 
today." 

Abu Mazer said the govern¬ 
ment's amendments will nega¬ 
tively affect the profession and 
the unions. 

The 12 PAs are mostly domi¬ 
nated by the Islamists and left¬ 
ists. who opposes the Jordan- 
Isracli peace treaty, and stand 
united against normalization 
with Israel. They are seen as 
playing a more effective role in 
standing to government poli¬ 
cies than opposition parties. 


Continued on page 2 



CLOSE ENCOUNTER: Samantha Updegraff\ 7, gets up close and personal with a 
mural of a shark at the National Aquarium in Baltimore in the United Suites. Her 
visit is part of a promotion program entitled Aquarium Cares , which helped the 
aquarium earn a recent National Museum Service A ward.Photo by Jed Kirschbaum.) 


West Bank land hand-over 


too tenuous to grab onto 


By Rebecca Trounson 
OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
At its most basic level, this 
week's, decision hy thelsraeli 

cabinet to approve the hand¬ 
over of more West Bank land 
to the Palestinians was signifi¬ 
cant. Sixteen members of 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu's right-religious 
coalition voted to give Yasser 
Arafat's Palestinian Authority 
control over a larger -area of 
occupied West Bank land. 
Two hard-line cabinet oppo¬ 
nents abstained and the gov¬ 
ernment. without ;t single 
objection, confirmed Israel's 
commitment to trading land 
for peace with the 
Palestinians. 

So why arc the Palestinians 
denouncing the decision as a 
trick The Americans, who 
have been pressing the two 
sides In make progress, also 
have been underwhelmed, 
with the Stale Department giv¬ 
ing the vote only a cautious 
welcome. Why'* Because, in 
pan. ihe cabinet action, as 
Israeli commentators noted 
this week, was a non-decision. 
The cabinet agreed u» a with¬ 
drawal only in theory, leaving 
open the scope, location and 
timing of the pull-out and 
linking its implementation m 
Netanyahu presenting a con¬ 


crete plan for n final peace 
seitlcmeni. 

The decision also was 
couched in tough conditions, 
with the pull-out contingent 
on Palestinians fulfilling all 
obligations under existing 
peace deals, including greater 
efforts to light terrorism and 
completing a revision of the 
Palestinian National Charter, a 
politically sensitive issue that 
Arafat has heen loathe to 
tackle. 

Hard-line legislators such as 
Hanan Porai of the National 

Religious Party said openly 
ih.it they had no qualms about 
ihe fjhincf vote because they 
were certain the proposal's 
conditions were impossible for 
the Palestinians n> meet. 

Meantime, after months of 
deadlocked negotiations, rela¬ 
tions between the Palestinians 
and Israel arc al a nadir; each 
side accuses ihe other of bad 
luilh anJ systematic violations 
of the interim peace deals. 
Four years into a Mcp-by-siep 
process ilial was in tended to 
build ciIideuce, neither side 
trusts the orher. 

Adding to ihe credibility 
problems, even as Netanyahu 
has made his offer to cede 
more territory i«» the Palestin¬ 
ians. his government has 
stepped up construction on 


Jewish settlements in theWest 
Bank, creating “facts on the 
ground" that will make surren¬ 
dering the land more difficult. 
Land is the heart of the Israeli- 
Palcstinian conflict. Israel has 
full control over 73 percent of 


Continued on page 2 







Jordanian-Israeli 
industrial estate 


faces harsh criticism 


Ilham Sadeq 

Slur Stuff Writer 
THE LATEST agreement con¬ 
cluded between Jordan and 
Israel during Doha MENA con¬ 
ference to designate Irbid as j 
"Qualifying Industrial Zone." is 
causing much debate among 
expens. 

It is apparent that those who 
support it or consider it a tre¬ 
mendous achievement are few 
if compared to those who criti¬ 
cize the pact and interpret it as a 
bid to encourage the dumping 
of Israeli products on our 
market. 

As the pact stipulates, only 
Jordanian products manufac¬ 
tured in Irbid industrial estate 
are allowed duty free access to 
the US markets. 

Some experts argue that the 
signing of such an accord, par¬ 
ticularly at this time follow a 
series of sequences after the 
Wadi Arabs peace treaty signed 
between Jordan and Israel in 
1994. But what makes it contro¬ 
versial is that it is approved at a 
lime when Israel is blocking the 
way for easy trade exchange 
between Jordan and the Pales¬ 
tine National Authority, though 


ihe Kingdom has signed a com¬ 
mercial agreement with the 
PNA. 

Since |W3. the United States 
has done its utmost to establish 
good ties between Arab coun¬ 
tries and Israel aiming to stop 
the Arab boycott lor Israeli 
products and integrate it into the 
Arab markets. 

"I believe lhai designating 
Irbid as an industrial estate, par¬ 
ticularly on the first day of the 
Doha conference did not conic 
about hy coincidence. The US 
was pushing forward to convene 
the venue in time despite pro¬ 
tests by some Arab countries." 
says Mr Ahmad Al Nammari. a 
prominent economic analyst. 

The agree men i was described 
hy the US Secretary of Slate 
Madeleine Albright, during the 
signing ceremony, to "mark a 
milestone in the implementation 
of peace and a tangible demon¬ 
stration of the benefits of 


peace. 

Referring to why was Irbid 
chosen as a location for the joint 
industrial estate. AI Nammari 
tells The Star . "It is because this 
area is clove to the river and 


Continued on page 2 



Caribbean Isles offering 
cash-and-carry citizenship 


r Mark Fmeirian can buy you a passport and lifelong cili- 

rrn ip i S TJfhMZ n '^ c oSc- 

™ ‘-0 resort isTands of lire West Indies loupe and Martinique. But in the Iasi veer 
hasncrthine to do with their sandy beaches «l has sold 68 nassnons—lor a 

. _Min forests. 


sold 68 passports—lor a 

cool $3.5 million—to 
citizens 


Salvador Dal* 

page7 


new 

from points as 
as Moscow and 


and Li is 


Small businesses 
page 5 


□as iivuiiiik 

or lush volcanic rain forests. 

And it doesn't involve ** .. _ 

their booming otfshore ^ ^ 

iroTdr^n; ppor/lf . 

Rpnnrt ^^“ZoZ'uT"! 

to Internet casino ^nWens-. fi 6 P U I l least you'll own a hou*>c 
who pour ihe ODero t e there. The new "Citizenship 

companies that ?P eraie 


most 


Weekend: Filn* s 
[ Mercedes cars 

page U 


legally here free of 

^Nn^e^s^lucrotive item for sale by 
N ^rnmenis of these liny island states. 

,h fstnSeling io sur™ in 3 wor,d 

cash, far example. 


least you'll own a house 
there. The new "Citizenship 
hy Investment” law in the 
two-island nation of St. 
Kitts and Nevis requires that amount as a 
minimum “real estate investment' 
new nationality. 


to get a 


ew nationality. 

Most of the other West Indian states 
offers range of passporc packages that fall 
somewhere in between. 


Why arc they doing it .’ 

"It's simple Our governments need the 
income." explained Joseph Escher. a 
Swiss-boin offshore financial analv.si who 
heads Si. Kilts and Nevis' new Interna¬ 
tional Financial Center. "The lime when 
you could go and heg for money from Eng¬ 
land or the United Stales is gone. We’ve 
got io have some kind of income to live 
on" 

What's in ii lor the buyer'.' The reasons 
arc almost as varied as the nations they 
come from, mosl »l which permit dual 
citizenship. 

Escher and other oil shore analysis said 
most Americans invest in a second nation¬ 
ality as y way m reduce or avoid IIS taxes. 
Wealthy Russian business people invest. 

they said, principally to keep their global 
movements and investments secret from 
immigration ollki.ils in Russia, where 
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Arab Bank 
branches in 
Palestine 



ARAB BANK 



Opens a new branch in Palestine in 






as from 

Thursday 

4 / 12/1997 


Gaza 


■fi 

Gaza City/Al-fymal 


Khan Younts 


Arab Bank - Beireh 

P.O.Box 3731, Tel: (02) 9959581 
Fax: (02) 995988 


&SSWSAB ARAB BANK 

(EuM'shcd in JenNkn 1^>) 


ft c- expand our network of brauchc.s ami droiup mir mtvj'lts for iour (omfori 
Visit our website on the internet htlpy7wwM.aruhbauk.com 
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wdanian-Israeli 
Mustrial estate 


jac 


es harsh criticism 


Continued from page 1 

hmlyc Oiurlhcm crosMrtg point 
between Junijn ami Israeli and 
it 1 - pruxiiiiiiy In the Haifa harbor 
which is the main uullcl for 
Israeli exports." This also 
allnus easy mnvemenl ul 
.minds, and manpower from Jor¬ 
dan U» Israel. 

.Sharing AI Nam man's view 
is Mr iiam Saudi, an economic 
export v. h«» also criticizes the 
a jive met it -eciuii it n> "a had 
■ Rat.” 

Tlvueh the juini Jurdunian- 
l i.idi lice /one looks “.simple 
,iiitl .mr.ieiixe." Mr Saudi 
Mv-stiik-s it as "risky”. and 
'vlic-.c' “ii will strengthen 
Isi.ich dominaiiiin and existence 
in the icy ion. /Theyl wifi pn»- 
\ ulc u> v. ilh mam ttliracliuns 
and incciiii\cs in invest in ihe 
l'n- /one hoping u» reap imosi 
i l ihci,.. olii.s.” Mr Saudi points 


Houctcr. lie sircsses that 
l.staeli capital does m« have 
puiely It italic ia 1 targets, “it Iuls 
ni.iiiv < •hjocli*-es in the lung-run. 
winch is panel rale our markets 
and c. oiioinicafly dnminaic the 

l can 'ii.‘ 

While Mr AI Saudi agrees 
Hut iii'.esinieiu flows injy conic 
l>. Joid.ui a- a result of these 
miilcKihcs. nevertheless he is 
weary ah'mi l tie reeeni signing 
hclW'-Vii ! tael and Jordan. He 
simpK condcrs ";n wh;ii eosi 
has live deal l>een approved." 

l inv. c. :i. I,)r Faliad AI F.tnck 
i. jubilant, -veiny such a deaf as 
pinlii.il>!e' lie lells The Star 
“Ilie establishing of Ihe estate 
will vi’.e Joidaniau products 
unlimited access !• • the Ameri- 
..11 i.nkel and wiihuul customs 

1 IliilC' 

lie MiV’-scs dial il will help lu 
uvatc al-oui 20JUXI jobs and 
icdmc uiieinpiuyineiil in Jor- 
-.l.iii Bm Mi W Nammari looks 
a< it di Ii ci curly He argues “il 
we i.iiisi-ler exporting products 


uf the joint free zone to the US 
as a way to strengthen our com¬ 
petitiveness and lead m many 
benefits—which are. inciden¬ 
tally nothing compared to hig 
benefits—then we must not 
ignore the negative effects on 
local produce and on their inter¬ 
national competitiveness." 

These risks compared with 
the expected benefits an indus¬ 
trial zone is expected to bring 
to our economy, are grave. 
Many currently operating 
Israeli factories in Jordan arc 
exploiting Jordanian man¬ 
power's crucial need fur a job 
in tum for small allowances to 
pruJucc goods then export 
them back to Israel or to 
Europe. 

Besides the exploitation of 
cheap manpower, there is an 
environ mental issue. "In addi¬ 
tion to water depletion, which 
is scarce in Jordan, i wonder 
about the size of the harmful 
effects and pollution that could 
befall a district that is consid¬ 
ered one ul' the most fertile 
agricultural areas in ihe King¬ 
dom." says AI Nammari. 

He elaborates that the project 
could have far-reaching nega¬ 
tive consequences lor the 
movement of trade in and out 
of the Aqaba port, which is 
vital port to the Kingdom. 
However. Dr At Fanek sees no 
risk or negative impact on the 
harbor -as a result of building of 
the zone. 

Protest against establishing 
the Irhid industrial estate is not 
only about economic perils. 
The man in the struct feels dis¬ 
mayed and many say they arc 
determined to boycott it. 

AI Nammari points out that 
we have to he aware of the 
damage that such a zone "will 
have on our brotherly relations 
with the Arab countries, most 
of whom are still reluctant to 
normalize tics with Israel." ■ 


AMMAN (Star}—Jordanian 
and British troops concluded 
last Sunday joint manoeuvres 
in the presence 3of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has¬ 
son, HRH Prince Rashid, field 
Marshal Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Abdul Hafez Mari Al Kahbneh 
and U. Col Jim Dutton, Com¬ 
mander of the 40 Commando 
Royal Marines. 

The Abn Obaida Infantry 
Battalion participated in the 
live ammunition exercises, in 
addition to the Royal Com¬ 
mando and the British Marine 
40 Infantry Battalion. 

The exercises. named 

Desert Song, and began on 23 
October were conducted on 
the TafUcIt mountains and- 
Qatraneh. After the exercises 
Prince Hasson said "Over 
many years, the Jordanian 
Armed Forces have had a very 
close relationship with the 
British Army, and I think that 
these young people eamc 
together obviously to learn 
from each other’s experi¬ 
ences .” The exercises are the 
third in the past two years with 
the British troops. 

(Photos by Mahmoud Shaw- 
kat. The Star.) 
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Continued from page 1 


yare sector in the city" said a 
shop owner near the. runnel. 

Going hack, to another' jujj- 
nel. in Amman, the children 
found it. a very linterestiog 
place to practice their hobby: 
Yelling on cop of ihetr beaefej 
They, .could only .. hear ihe . 
echo of their: voices, because 
of the^mptmess of fhe.place!- M 
'■ but their fun ends wheh an ^ 
old man, came and kicked; 
them out - . 

But_the same" tenpef had J tr - 
cultural facelift recently" 

• L^t- September.. an] artist. ; 
asked permission .V.frpriy the • 
Greater Amman ^Municipality 
to 4ise. the tunnef to. exhibit _ 
Jiis.paimings. . . . /V-.T.’. ' : 

“i exhibited 34 paimit^ssr - 
which discuss ..the-.' physical 
changes in thc hunjan.-.body" .. 
said ,Mr..2 Mohammad:: vAT... 
Artieri. the artist of the “ffrw 
tunnels show' in Jordan. 

•‘More than 20.000 people 
..attended the venues it]s 'the ; . 
first one. of ft's kind in;the .- 
Arab region, while.ifs well- . 
.known abroad, the first one.^ 
was held in Mexico'.in 
added Al Ameri. . - • - -. ■» •: . 

After the great .success of 
the first show, the Muiiidpai- 
fty held a second exfirbftmh ;. 
for artist Riirrud AI Sayei: ' - - - 

Ami in this respect, tunnels 
are. being inmsfcrred imp 
.places of fun and cultural 
dialogue. -. . J .... 

.In Amman, wc have seven 
car- tunnels ■'and. two -.car 
bridges while wc havtvsix . 
pedestrians tunnels and 
eleven bridges For people .in.. 
cross. The total cost of-tftcsc.: 
as Khalcd Sawadhu from the' 
Municipality. toldT/ir Star, is 
JD 13. U 5.283. The last car 
tunnel was opened recently in 
Wadi Al Haddadcb. M - 
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Caribbean Isles offering 
-and-carry citizenship 


West Bank land hand-over too tenuous to grab onto 
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•: '■•n'inired from page 1 

Mil’ll ITii'M|f|ij||i>|| c.III h*J Mild to 

\ rdniippciN nr cMnrlinniM.s: the 
l'ir Hi',” ■■ i'.■'•pK* im- their Ru>- 
-i hi |i:i:-spnn «*nly in enter and 
l«..ne i-nv.i.i 

■ 1 Miller’-—including 

n.ai" hi.iinl.inu f'liinese ;md 


1 ,;tv :i’i-- —*..ir:'. 


pii'.spi'ris 


lii.n ..■•ilivr Iviircil nr subject 
i«- Mrn.! . is.i leqinremcnis in the 
West, the ;mnl;,sis said. Those 
ii.n'iew their new ciii- 
'Ci*-hip is ,i gateway to the 
V.l'l kl 

In l.'nnmiic.i. nearly hull'the 
island i new ^iti/eus arc from 
I'liv-i.i nr hi her Ii inner Soviet 
lepiil’lies. .iii'iulnig in a review 
• a ilie enunlrv's public records 
in the \ear sinee M began pul¬ 
ling its untilm.if eiiy up for sale. 


Nearly two du/en others were 
Chinese or Taiwanese. Another 
dozen were Americans The 
remainder were from Libya. 
Iran. Canada or Cuba. 

So popular is the nationality 
market that Eseher said Si. 
Kitts more than douhlcd its fee 
earlier this year. 

“The problem is you hare 
40.000 inhabitants of this coun¬ 
try." he said. "And countries 
like the US give only so many 
visas to each country. Sud¬ 
denly. we have l.tXHi guys 
buying passports. There was a 
fear there would he fewer visas 
lor native Kittsians." 

There are other potential 
problems, among them the risk 
of unwillingly providing 
havens lor international crimi¬ 
nals. Most of the islands use 


professional services that check 
potential new citizens with FBI 
or Interpol databases. But 
Eseher acknowledged that no 
system is perfect. 

"Wc have some of the most 
elaborate checks you can ima¬ 
gine to police against money 
laundering and fraud." Eseher 
said. "But there's no country in 
the world that can keep the 
Mafia out/' ■ 


L\ Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


Continued from page l 

the occupied territory and 
security cmilml in .ill inn .' 
percent. 

Netanyahu wants n« go fm- 
ward with only one ot die 
promised three-stage troop 
pull-backs from the West Bank 
before engaging the Palestin¬ 
ians in accelerated talks on a 
permanent peace agreement. 
But the Palestinians luxe been 
wary of that proposal, saying 
they fear Nelnmaim i- trying 
to evade obligations in the 
interim accords, including Hie 
troop withdrawals. 

Peace Now—an Israeli lob- 
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hying group that tracks con- 
si met ion in the communities, 
which it views as an obstacle 
in |v:ji c—s»ys a rceem survey 
of Jew:di leillcments repeals 
Netanyahu's strategy: To 
strengthen Israel's hold on 
Jerusalem, expand West Bank 
selllcmcms and hlur the 
"green line" that divides the 
West Bank from Israel ahead 
oi final status talks with the 
Palestinians. 

In rceem weeks, the govern¬ 
ment has approved a flurry of 
permits lor new bousing on 
the West Bank, said Peace 
Now director Mossi Rnz. 

Overall. Netanyahu's gov¬ 
ernment has approved build¬ 
ing about 5/JWO apartments in 
the West Bank since he look 
office in mid-lhdh. a pace 
well ahead of previous gov- 
Linmeiiis. Ra/ said. 

On 1 uesJay. with vlctaiis of 
Israeli plans for a tniup pull- 
hack and a final settlement 
beg inning to leak out. Israel 
and the Palestinians jockeyed 
for political advantage. Israel. 


which already has 
sent officials to 
Egypt to seek sup¬ 
port for its latest 
proposal from 
President Hosni 
Mubarak. dis¬ 
patched Netan¬ 
yahu foreign pol¬ 
icy adviser Uzi 
Arad to 

Washington. 

In Washington. 
Secretary of State 
Madeline A/briehr 
said she would 
meei with Netan¬ 
yahu in Paris This 
weekend. Arafat 
met with Jorda¬ 
nian Prime Minis¬ 
ter Abdul Solam 
Majali and sent 
his deputy. Abu 
Mazen. to Jerusa¬ 
lem for talks with 



PNA President Yassir Arafat warmly greats Prime Minister Abdel 
Salam Al Majali during his visit to Ramallah, Tuesday. 
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CYPRUS AIRWAYS 




Organize ’iaree Y/ee.-:.y _ 

—T" In addition to three weekly flights from Amman 
• - ; to Lamaca and vice-a-versa (formerly two) a new 

• j program has been introduced for your comfort. 

-X - • -) The new schedule can also enable passengers ,in 

j one day and within few hours, to arrive at: 

££j Amsterdam, Athens, Frankfurt, London, Man- 
L• J/j Chester, Moscow, Zurich, Brussels, Geneva, Sal- 
onik, Berlin, Drizon, Vienna, Bahrain, Damascus, 
y ^ \ff) H r .\ n j | Beirut and Dubai. 


This is in added to ordinary trips to fly to 20 cit- 
i ies ail over the world. 

Departure from Amman at 6:30 a.m., arrival at 
j Larnaca at 8:15 a.m. every Saturday, Friday, and 
i Wednesday. 

■ ’v [ ^ - v ^ - j Departure from Lamaca to Amman at 10:15 

• i. Jl' II'• p-m. arrival at Amman at 11:30 p.m n every Tues- 

.[ day. Thursday and Friday. 




I » * 7 J? / t V 7 
CYPRUS AIRWAYS 


For more detaSs: Please contact your Travel Agent or Cyprus 
Airways: Shmeisani Near Commodore Hotel TeL 700115- 
700264 Tehax. 700115, or our general Sales Agent-Petra 
Travel & Tourism Co. TeL 700760 - 700754 Fax. 701749 
hfrid-Housing Bank Complex, TeL 02-251627/8 Fax. 02 p 251628 
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Feel at 
Home with 
Cyprus Airways 


Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy. 

But Arafat and Netanyahu, 
who had what an Arafat aide 
called a “brief, business-like” 
phone call Monday night, arise 
kept up a waf of words Tues¬ 
day. Netanyahu repeated his 
warning that if the Palestin¬ 
ians unilaterally declare an 
independent stale, Israel will 
annex parts of the West Bank. 
Arafat, who has said he will 
declare a Palestinian stale in 
May 1999. reacted in dismis¬ 
sive fashion, telling reporters: 
“It should be clear to everyone 
that the state of Palestine 
exists and its capital will be. 
God willing. Jerusalem." He 
added that he hoped America 
will push to break the peace 
talks deadlock, “despite Israeli 
obsli nance." 

The peace talks have heen 
at a standstill since March 
when Palestinians rejected as 


far too small a proposed 
Israeli withdrawal from about 
2 percent of the West Bonk. 
The crisis deepened with 
Israel's decision to launch a 
new housing project near East 
Jerusalem and with a deadly 
series of suicide bombings by 
Islamic militants last summer. 
The withdrawal under discus¬ 
sion now—which includes the 
first-and second-phases 
planned under peace 
accords—may include 10 per¬ 
cent to 12 percent of the terri¬ 
tory. Israeli officials said. 

Media accounts have said 
the areas likely to be turned 
over arc outside the cities of 
Hebron. Jenin and Nablus, 
which already are under total 
or predominantly Palestinian 
control. The pull-huck could 
leave several small Jewish set¬ 
tlements as islands in regions 
or Palestinian autonomy. 
Maps also were being made 


final for cabinet discussions, 
.scheduled to start on Wednes¬ 
day, aimed at coming tip with 
guidelines for final status 
talks. ..... .. 

Israeli Defense Minister Yit- 
zhak Mordechai and Jnfrastruc- : 
lure Minister Ariel Sharon are 
both expected to present their 
ideas to a com mi dee that also 
includes Netanyahu arid Levy. 
Sharon, the hawkish furtner 
general who . has muscled.'his 
way to a centra I role in outlini ng 
Israel's strategy vrith the Pales¬ 
tinians. has called for Israel to 
retain control of parallel “sdwtr- i 
ily zones" running' nearly- the 
length of the cbuniiy. Several 
mainrouds would link ihc two 
zones and Israel would retain-, 
control overall scilfemcrits. ■. • 
water sources and other interests, 
deemed "vital." ■ 


LA Times- Washingtonfott 
News Serince 


Government ready to 
send draft laws 


Continued front page 1 

most of whom lack a popular 
base. 

The government claims that 
professional associations have 
been more concerned with poli¬ 
tics than with upgrading the 
profession. 

Abu Mazer said the political 
stands of the professional asso¬ 
ciations are part of the freedom 
of expression of Jordanians, 
which is guaranteed by the 
Constitution. He added that 
professional associations arc 
naturally concerned wirh pub¬ 
lic issues. 

The other part ol the new 
legislations will deal with polit¬ 
ical parties. According to 
unsubstantiated inlnrmation. 
tire new draft law uf political 
panics will increase the num¬ 
ber of founders needed to form 
a new party from 5(1 to 5W). It 
is said that if the party foils to 
win a seat in Parliament in two 
successive terms, it will then 
be dissolved. Another amend¬ 
ment is said la deal with the 


government’s right to disband 
the party if any conflict takes 
place between members of the 
polilburn that lasts for more 
than a year. 

"These so-called amend¬ 
ments are .still ideas and have 
not been confirmed." said 
Ahmad AI Najdawi. spokes¬ 
man for the Jordanian Arab 
Socialist Ba'ath Party. "But if 
they tum out to be true, then I 
believe the goal of the govern¬ 
ment would be clear, to cancel 
political panics and formulate 
them within the official frame 
work." 

He .pointed out that since the 
government has not yet 
unveiled the draft laws, rumors 
arc spreading. One talks about 
a paid-up capital for political 
parties in a move similar to that 
incorporated into the press law. 

Najdawi said if these restric¬ 
tions are imposed on political 
panics, then these parties will 
have "in go underground again 
and this will not serve the polit¬ 
ical order in the country." Ji 


New clearance, 
measures 
adopted at 
points of entry ^ 


THE MINISTRY of FiffiJMp 

has issued new instructionsHoi „;. 
facilitate clearance on items''- 
and personal goods broughi-hf' 
by passengers to the KingtlojtL. v 
These measures hccaiinc cffci> 
live as from, ihc! : :fist, : Qf;-. 
December. . . r ; 1»- • -J 

In compliance with the' Cus% 
toms Law. the value of-jTjrt- . 
sonal items allowed fociclear-. . 
ance will he raiscd fromr-I^-" 
500 to JD 1000. - V- V, • 

Also clearance on . son? 6 ,: . 
items such as- the sjtWIHk 
receivers, cellular arvJ.nw^i.^ '; '- 
telephones plus :fccts.xOTes. ts 
made on a condition. that th^- 
passenger brings only- onor^ef ;}.- 
ihat is not worth more than JP • 
3 ( K). . 

Other goods sudi m TV set^";; 
could he cleared accdfdingT^ 
measures followed at JI 

Customs Dept. DesbipiionTiny-# 
specifications of ail sets sbouW. - 
bc mentioned in the eusrpd 1 ?'.^. 
luggage manifest lists 
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Week 



An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 


■ a Rrai^j!!rn^ , S ie 5-i! a, J? s in balance 

senred bv iherilhi* H J^ er Coun of Juslice Dn the case pro 
menr inr^mir-i J^^ly newspapers contesting the govern- 
Sc^Kh IOn u2i An,cIc 24 of the temporary Press arid Pub- 
ttvjuons Law has been postponed vet again. The rive-man panel 

™fmh P h iS«^ nd m ' ‘ n itS ,as ‘ hearin S hcld Sunday, to serSotc 


thr n n ..i ... " nigner coun oi justice 

Press , At the k hcart of ^ issue « Article 24 of the 

h h , SL i le ^ ^ week 'y newspapers must have a 
nmvST^n^Sv! °* JD - 3nt i°°° Frum start, this point has 
have rewierprp. | ol u . inlenllon - The weeklies’ owners say that they 
t™ nfT™ ncw 5* | P e * at JD 3UO.UOO with the Minii 

Aumisi , . nd “ su >'- However, the government said back in 

ft.twL. means 111111 1116 weeklies have to pay the 

mlS nr h 10,3 ' ^ 111,5 15 ^ issUc ^ ,he 10-man tribu- 
h h, Yr ,n dec,dc u P° n now -»'the Judges decide in la- 
Z? .I , WCekll f- Uien lhe y CDuld back in action after the 
2 Ji" s , i ls , un,e t ss Ihc government introduces new amend- 
ments to the law. However owners of weekly newspapers are 
vonildeni that the tribunal will go in their favor. The government 

S" 1 ? f. u - spcnd 13 weeklies last September, and then re¬ 
voked their licenses last month. 


Father gets hard labor 

■ M.izcn AI Masri. the man who was accused of poisoning his 
wo young children. Huni and Hancen. with cyanide tablets, has 
been sentenced to life imprisonment with hard labour. The panel 
i»l judges at the Higher Criminal Court has passed judgement af¬ 
ter months of deliberations. They agreed to reduce the sentence 
from death by hanging m long-term imprisonment His mother 
laintcd in court when she heard the passing of the sentence. 
Meanwhile, the Court of Appeal’s acquittal of the case of the 
Honorary Consul of Sri Lanka. Tawfiq Ahu Khajil. has been 
over-ruled by the Court of Cessation. The case will now be sent 
hack to the Court of Appeal fora reconsideration. 


Fight for the IAF 

■ The fight for the next General Secretary of the Islamic Action 
Fmni has already begun. Presently there are two contenders for 
the post: Dr Abdel Latif ArabiyaL considered widely as a dove, 
and the hawkish Dr Hamam Saeed. With elections set 26 No¬ 
vember. political pundits say that it could could go cither way. 
However, if Dr Saeed docs win. many more moderates on the 
moderate wing of the IAF are expected to leave. 


Demo at poly 

■ The eight-day student strike at the Amman Polytechnic Facul¬ 
ty ended. Tuesday. The students have resorted to this action in a 
bid to improve student services.’About 1800 students started 
strike action, but it was only after police were called to the 
.scene, that the demonstrators were dispersed. Over 20 police 
vans surrounded that faculty, that is now part of Balaq’a Applied 
Sciences University 


Fuel distributors put off their strike 

■ The Fuel Distributors Union fFDU) has decided to put ofT its 
strike till the beginning of 1998. The decision comes after the 
meeting of the Union's General Secretary, Mohammad Al Qaisi 
with the Minister of Energy. AI Qaisi said the Minister fully un¬ 
dersold the Union’s demands which call for an increase in the 
"distribution commission" that gas stations owners and gas cyl¬ 
inders' distributors receive from the government for providing 
this service. The FDU wants the commissions increased by an¬ 
other five percent. 


Case of dismissed workers 

■ The 35Ldismissed workers from the Jordan Spinning and 
Weaving Factories in Zerqa are still awaiting a final decision on 
their reinstatement. Earlier, this week, fellow workers walked 
nut and held a rally at the gates of the factory in a show of sup¬ 
port to their colleagues. The issue is still being looked into by a 
committee formed by officials from the Ministry of Labor, Zer¬ 
qa Municipality, the General Federation of Trade Unions and 
the employers themselves. 


King says important draft laws 
to be presented to Parliament 


AMMAN iSiarj—His Majesty 
King Hussein delivered Ihc 
Speech from the Throne. Suiui- 
day. opening the 13th Parlia¬ 
ment. He told deputies that 
“your very House was born out 

of the honest determination of 
the sincere and faithful people 
of our country. It comes us an 
expression of the free will of 
the voters in cities and (owns, 
the countryside and the Badiu. 
and the refugee camps, in 
become an embodiment of the 
nation's will..." 

He said that his government 
will present lo Purliamcm 
important pieces of legislation 
in this coming session. These 
include legislations to reform 
political parties, professional 
unions and the contcnitous 
one-man. one-vute dccmr.il 
system. Minister of Interior 
Nalhir Rashid has already sub¬ 
mitted a draft electoral law in 
be studied by ihc government 
which would be then presented 
to the Lower House of Parlia¬ 
ment. The jest of the draft 


includes dividing the 
country into Kil elec¬ 
toral districts with 
one candidate repre¬ 
senting each district. 

This is different from 
the present 21 dis¬ 
tricts. Alsu ihc \uting 
age is lo he lowered 
from the present l‘» 
years ol age lo IS A 
voter magiMiK eaid 
will he issued The 
caul makes it 
•able t«»r volets n« 
it more than once. 

The King said that 
"the basic Mippori to 
the democrat \ »»c 

enjoy—and any other 
democracy —rests 
upon the sincere mJ 
continuous CiHipcra 
lion between the 
Legislative And 
Branches." 

Talking on rite iettipor.tr 







Evceuio 

Judicial 


Press and Publications Lav., the 
King said. "m\ gir.cmnvw 
had presented i«» < mir esteemed 


■ i*»!is-_- a I'less and Publications 

1.. * • . wliL.lv \\.i> issued in its 
leM’.n.T.tr-. nu .i> a response 
to a v.i-h troni the previous 
P.irli.i.rieiu 

lie :JilcJ. "That temporary 

1.. v. .lid i..<t come in limit free¬ 


doms or gag mouths, nor did it 
come to belittle any real achiev- 
ment by the previous law. 
Instead it aimed at regulating 
the press sector, which is from 
the state to the state and from 
the people to the people." ■ 
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ambassador 


Outgoing 
describes his tenure in Jordan 


as most productive 


AMMAN (Start—An ambas¬ 
sador’s tot is not an easy one. 
On one level, diplomats maybe 
seen as foot soldiers doing the 
nitty-gritty stuff to pave the 
ground for better relations 
between countries. 

For some people, working at 
improving and developing 
relations can become a life 
lime pursuit. This very much 
applies to the outgoing Paki¬ 
stani Ambassador m Jordan. 
Mr Syed Ali Sarwar Naqvi is a 
true diplomat who began his 
diplomatic career in his coun¬ 
try’s Foreign Service as carlv 
1970. 

During his tenure in 
Amman, which began in Janu¬ 
ary 1995. and ends on Id 
December, he has constantly 
sought to strengthen relations 
further between Pakistan and 
Jordan. 

“I found my posting, both 
satisfying and productive." he 
told the Star. Indeed, it was a 
three-pronged strategy. He 
worked on the political, eco¬ 
nomic and cultural levels. 

In all these aspects progress 
was made. The ambassador for 
instance spoke on the bilateral 
relations between Jordan and 
.Pakistan, and in this respect 
gave a lecture at the University 
of Jordan's Strategic Studies 


Comer in I‘.wo. 

Then he spoke on 
security matters essen¬ 
tial for the security of 
(he region, and in par¬ 
ticular (he problems 
between India and 
Pakistan over (he issue 
of Kashmir. 

Armed with a BA in 
Political Science and a 
po.si-graduate diploma 
in lniernution.il Rel; 
lions from the Institute 
of Public Administr: 
linn in Paris in I‘‘72 


«iq\ 

many international 
fora, and the Untied 
Nations. 

In a move • to 





.\W.17 


strengthen economic relations 
between ihe two countries, a 
number nl trade c\pt<s v.cie 
held in Amman duriiu ii>: 
past two years. 

However, n is in the a.ca *'i 
culture that great strides li:»‘.e 
been made. For one thing. No 
Naqvi ordered the low ci li.n* 
of the cmhas-re to he trans¬ 
formed into a cultural arena 
xjiamed AI Qaed A! A/am hall, 
.liter the name of the l«' 


"i Pakistan. Mohammad Ali 

linu.ih. 

The amba ‘jdur says that 
iin -1 ihis is ii• gel closer 
i > tiv h-iai coiumuniiv and 


establish greater rapport with 
it. Already, a number of an 
exhibitions has been held, one 
of which was for the Friends 
of the Dana Village. 

This is also whnt distin¬ 
guishes Mr Naqvi. His love for 
the arts and literature is tre¬ 
mendous. reading such greats 
as James Joyce. Ernest Hem¬ 
ingway. and William Faulkner, 
besides Indo-Pakistani litera¬ 
ture that has been burgeoning 
in English as of late. 

In addition to this, he 
spends his lime writing short 
stories. "This is a bit of a 
hobby of mine, while others 
play golf, polo or bridge. 1 like 
to read and lose myself in the 
realm of thought." 

But he always makes sure 
that he balances his hobby 
with his real diplomatic work. 
His next appointment is a top 
position m ihc Foreign Minis¬ 
try in Pakistan, where he says, 
he aims to make relations 
between Jordan and Pakistan 
even stronger. ■ 



Jordan in the new plan of Netanyahu 

£o Mr Jihad Al Moumuni commented on the new plan of 
Israeli Prime Minister. Benjamin Netanyahu to establish an 
Israeli security area on ihe Jordon in n- PJlcsi i uiati borders. In 
his column, in Ad Dustour Arabic daily. Mnumuni said that it 
was natural for the Palestine National Authority to reject the 
project. He suggested that Jordan should have a iso announced 
its rejection since the project is another kind of Israeli war on 
the Arab nation—no less aggressive than settlement 
expansion. 

He said the project is a dear aggression to enforce occupa¬ 
tion and to make the PNA accept it. 

But the writer believes that creating a border security /.one 
on both banks [of the Jordan RiverJ. is a conspiracy. He said 
that Jordan, which has signed a peace treaty with Israel, is urn 
safe from Netanyahu's conspiracy. 

By such action, Moumani said that Netanyahu i< planing to 
end the road on any fuiure unity between the two banks', as 
the plan does not specify the time of the security zone. The 
aim. Moumani added, is to make this /.one lusts loreser. He 
warned that this zone will be controlled by ihc Israeli army, 
which would then violaic both the sovereignly of Jordan and 
Israel. 

He added that then Israel might appoint one of its collabo¬ 
rators as a leader to govern this zone, exactly like the situa¬ 
tion in south Lebanon. 
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A case of the ‘Not Me’ syndr 



AMMAN — On the 10th anni¬ 
versary of World AIDS Day. 
the millions who have died of 
acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS) will be 
rememhered. The 22 million 
people living with the human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) 
in the world are being remem¬ 
bered. By the year 2000. the 

World Health Organisation 
(WHO), says this figure will 
double to 4 1) million. 

The figures for HIVAAIDS in 
Jordan are nowhere near as dra¬ 
matic—since 1986. a total of 
|M Hiv/AIDS cases were 
recorded. 49 of which have 
resulted in AIDS-related 
deaths. But these figures are 
crowing steadily. This yean ~8 
jjew cases have already been 
detected in the country. 

HIV/AIDS statistics only 
reveal the tip of the iceberg. 
according to Dr Ziad Najjar. 
nrouram manager for the 
National A IDS/STD Control 
programme (NASCP) at fh e 
Mimstrv of Health. .. “Our 
hic’csi challenge is lo keep 0us 
I, iw" prevalence of the disease, 
low pi i .nfi* nfier th 


United Nations programme on 
HIV/AIDS that is working 
closely with the NASCP. . 

"The risk is there however." 
warns Dr Suleiman. "Jordan is 
at a crossroad where tourism is 
increasing. Any communicable 
disease in this global village is 
a problem." 

Current government regula¬ 
tions stipulate that non- 
Jordanians with HIV/AJDS 
must be deponed, a controver¬ 
sial policy that is also followed 
in many western countries. For 
Jordanians with HIV/AIDS, the 
Ministry of Health has made it 
a priority to respond swiftly by 
providing them with education 
and counselling. 


“Many AIDS patients enter a 
stage of dental and refuse to 
believe they have the disease in 
the beginning." explains Dr 
Najjar. “This first siep we take 
Is to offer them the social sup¬ 
port they need through 
counselling.’’ 

■ in addition to the emotional 
trauma of coping with the dis¬ 
ease, HIV/AIDS patients face 
staggering medical expenses. 
Although the government i.s 
covering the treatment costs of 
AlDS-relaied illnesses such as 
pneumonia, diarrhoea and a 
string of other infections, il is 
unable to finance the recently- 
introduced cocktail drug treat¬ 
ment priced at $20,000 per 


person per year. As a resulr. 
only independently v...a Inl¬ 
and medicall>-insured .■'•Mari¬ 
ans have been able in pur*, h i.-, 
ihe drags through pharma*, cuti- 
cnl companies abroad. 

Tlic NASCP has Kvu ir> ro¬ 
ll» promote home based c.iic. a 
practice that is iccuiamcadc - 
by ihc WHO. "Hniiu-b.; . 
care provides moral, econ.-m:.- 
and social support !*• Hie dis¬ 
eased person." says L’r "vda¬ 
man who is also the V* H* > i - 
rescnlalive in Jordan ' F uclp 
communicate that there i- '<• • 
danger in socializing sating 
living with people stiff:riirg 
from AIDS." H 
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n Jordan, the NASCP has been 

educating ihe public about pre- 
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r,||y transmuted 
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Jordan'^- k ils cultural 
: Jord Z * hSd control the 
hi piJfe has ajds- agrees Dr 
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Sunday, 7 December 1 997 - 8:00 pm 
“AI Hasson Bin Takri Auditorium, University of Jordan 


• .T^ htetfe^Mi»icpons€TOtt»ry/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
^ V in xpoperation with the Czech Embassy 

.-'. >> \ ' present 





Wind Ensemble from the Czech Republic 



TH£*ViND ENSEMBLE OF 
■ : THE WORLD FAMOUS 
PRAGUE CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 




Tlckcc. avaUabie at 
-AJahtbHVfceti Supersrarc- ^t- 688481 
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The state is coming... Netanyahu is going 

Columnist Oraib Al Riniawi. also from Ad Dustour Ara¬ 
bic daily, wrote about Netanyahu's latest statements rejecting 
a Palestinian independent state—when the world is remem¬ 
bering the 50th anniversary of the partition resolution [1811. 

Netanyahu’s rejection came in an interview conducted by a 
German newspaper. Al Rintawi said the Israeli Prime Minis¬ 
ter's rejection was deliberate to provoke western fears as he 
played on “a possible future alliance hetween the Palestinians 
and Saddam Hussein." Netanyhu is playing on "scarecrows” 
created by the western media. 

But Netanyahu and his party. Rintawi added, understand 
that Palestinian national independence is already accepted 
regionally and internationally...His obstacles arc not of much 
influence any more. 

Had Bibi counted the goal behind ihe synchronization of 
the partition's 50th anniversary and the ongoing negotiations 
which his government is running regarding the second stage 
of Israeli withdrawal, then Bibi would have understood that 
the Palestinian national movement is walking on the right 
path to regain land and build their s-uir. 

He added that an agreement on self rale could transition- 
ally convince the Palestinians, but J'or sure, they will have a 
Palestinian state, like the rest of the regional countries, one 
that respects its obligations toward its people. 

The writer added that if Netanyahu considered the views of 
his party, he'll discover that he is croaking outside the Hock. 
Rintawi said even Ariel Sharon, whose hands are still stained 
with the blood of the children of Sabra and Shale la. realized 
that the Palestinian state is coming. ;md many other right¬ 
wingers realized this too. besides the left-wing camp too. 

Fifty years ago. the creation of the Hebrew state vv.ts a 
moral exit of the West towards Jews—the western story lor 
creating the occupation slate. 

Now. it seems that the creation of (he Palestinian state is an 
expression of the western moral crisis, too. This is how some 
European politicians and intellectuals understand Palestinian 
independence. 

The writer added that 50 years ago. the majority of the Pal¬ 
estinians rejected the partition resolution, today the majority 
of Jews are finding out that there is no way nut hut to divide. 

it is from resolution 181 that the Hebrew suite got its inter¬ 
national legitimacy, and from the same resolution, the Pales¬ 
tinian stale extracts ils legitimacy, the resolution puts the 
foundation for two states not one. the writer believes. 
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On the QIC’s agenda 


JORDAN WILL be one of the 55 eounrries participating next week in the meetings of 
the Organization oi' Islamic Conference, which will be held in the Iranian capital. 

The summit will convene at one of the most crucial phases in the history of the 
Arab and Muslim worlds. Topping the meeting's agenda will be the Palestinian ques¬ 
tion unJ Krael's continued occupation of Arab lands. But other issues will force 
themselves on the delegates' deliberations, among them the Iraqi crisis and the Amer¬ 
ican militarv build-up in the Gulf. 

The Tehran meeting could not have come at a more opportune time. Iran is going 
through an exciting political phase where a moderate and open-minded leadership is 
shr.vh mending fences with its Gulf neighbors and other world countries. The new 
Iranian strategy is expected to contribute to the meeting's success by laying out the 
basis for a new understanding for the Gulf region formulated by the countries of the 
Gulf. The fact that Iraq will be represented by a senior delegation should pave the 
way for a much needed Iranian-Imqi rapprochemenr and, more importantly, for a 
much av. .sited reconciliation between Arab countries and Iraq. To this effect we un¬ 
derline the recent statements of UAE President Sheikh Zayed ben Sultan calling for 
an end i>> Iraq's estrangement from the Arab world. 

An end to the Iraqi crisis is today an Arab and a Muslim demand. This is die mes¬ 
sage char the 01C should send to the world, and especially to the United States, which 
is beefing un i;% military build-up in the Gulf in preparation for another military strike 
again.'-i Baghdad. Muslim countries cannot afford to ignore this dangerous develop¬ 
ment ai a time when the Iraqi people continue to pay an unacceptable humanitarian 
price a- a result of America's policy of collective punishment. 

On the •uher hand, the collapse of the Middle Hast peace process as a result of Is¬ 
raeli intiv.nsiger.ee and America’s flagrant bias in favor of the Zionist state, requires 
an unequivocal response from the OIC countries. Israeli fanaticism and US insensitiv¬ 
ity to Arab and Muslim positions desen.e a stem and stamg reaction from the Muslim 
world. Thar position must underline Palestinian right to self-determination and Is¬ 
rael’s total wiihdrawa! from tr.e Occupied Territories including Jerusalem. 

Mi<re hnpoiTaiir!;.. the OIC must formulate an action plan to offset the unchecked 
Israeli c\p.insion and territorial control in the West Bank, the Golan Heights and 
South Lebanon. That plan should include practical steps to revitalize the role of the 
United Nations and Europe in order to loosen America’s griphold over the future of 
this region. 

QIC member- must agree to deal with these and other challenges if the organiza¬ 
tion is to enter into the 21s; century as a viable alliance of nations with common inter¬ 
ests and gre'S. AdJith r.alSy. the OIC must provide responses to the cultural challeng¬ 
es tr.ar rhe Muslim world is facing everyday. Islam’s image and the rising tide of 
militancy in tne name ••,{' religion should also be addressed. Finally, the OIC should 
rran-i'ori" the goal nf economic complementarity and integration at the regional and 
inter-regional fjvels from theor. into practice. ■ 


Top Israeli general favors troop 

from Lebanon 




By Rebecca Trmsnson 

JERUSALEM—In a statement that has sparked a 
furor >r, Israel aiui sfiiitt:r..*d long-held illusions of 
omscnsiis .viiliin the anuy. a top Israeli general has 
saij he l.iviir- a gradual in.op withdrawal from 
southern Lebanon. with or '.vithout ;i peace agree- 
utciu with Syria. Lebanon’s main power broker. 

TIk* revelation this week that the commander of 
Israel's furies in Lebanon. \laj. Gen. Amiram Le¬ 
vine. supports eoni.Jiiional troop withdrawal has 
changed the terras of the Jeb.ae «r.er Israel's costly 
15-year mjcnp-atior. se-.er.il p lilical and military 
anal*, si, s:.. .i. 

"it metin'- liut '!»■_- idea ■.•l’y unilateral withdrawal 
is ni a ,i u- ‘')'-i.ui<ji said Gerald Steinberg, 

political .aVncc proto-or at Tel Aviv's Bar-1 Ian 
5 'MitciMij ! think i; •, conceivable now ihat Israel 
mild ieui::lK i hi Hale miv.Ii a withdrawal.” 

Levine, ihe thief uf l.-r.kl's Mnrdicm Command, 
"‘-•in public ;• i;h iiis *. iev.s (his week after they 
nere le.4 ed. in par. erroneously. from a course he 
cuiiJi.iv. ic-J fiT brigade eon inlanders. The furor con¬ 
tinued even alter Levin; explained that he did not 


mean an immediate or unconditional pullout . 

In a news conference called to clarify his state¬ 
ments Levine said he believed Israel should first 
take more force till action against the Iranian- 
backed Hezbollah guerrillas who are fighting Is¬ 
rael’s occupation of a nine-milc-wide swath of land 
along the Lebanese border. 

The aggressive strategy against Hezbollah would 
then "create a dynamic that will lead to a process 
where, in the end ... it will be possible to bring the 
army to the international border" without a formal 
peace treaty. Levine said, choosing his words with 
cans. He said the alternative—delaying a pullout 
until Syria and Lebanon sign a peace accord—is 
unacceptable because it means Israel would contin¬ 
ue to sutler casualties at the hands of Hezbollah. 

Analysis said the statements by the man in 
charge of Israel's troops in Lebanon were certain to 
lend credibility to growing calls here for a unilater¬ 
al withdrawal. They also effectively destroyed the 
united front Israel’s army always has maintained on 
the issue of the Lebanon occupation: no withdrawal 
without a peace agreement with Syria, Lebanon’s 
main power broker. ■ 



Jordan's political, econ om i c 
v and cultural weekly 

;/ iiiJc'tiiuh'ii! political. economic and cultural weekly, published every Thursday in 
.'unman by Media Services International ( Info-Media). 

-utl i Advertising: Telephones 652-380, 6-15-380, Fax 648-298, 

9313. Postal Code 11191 Amman - Jordan. email: Stari&arabuLCom 

URL: http://www.arabia.com/star 


l 

j .(■. 


ailur, 

Rnx 


Publisher & Editor-in-Chief 
Osama El-Sherif 
Managing Editor 
Dr Marwan Al A stria r 
Editorial Team 

Hu,-I AI Abet l [Home News Editor), Ilham Sadeq (Economic Editor), 

I annick Lainc [French Editor). Zeid Nasser [Technology Editor), 
Management & Production 

Mahnunul Fares [General Administration), Qurban Hussain (Production), 
Ali Ninter [Accountant), Zaki Qurban (Layout), 

Thair Alzuraiqi (Pubic Relations) Fouad Jbour (Archive) 


The Star is serviced by 1A Times- Washington Post News Service, Cartoonews International 
[Lurie cartoons), PANOS, The WorldPaper. Editors Press Service, STILLS and by 
correspondents tit the United States and South Asia. 

Member of The International Advertising Association 


Subscriptions: (annual) Jordan JD 20, Arab countries US$ 100, W. Europe USS 200, 

USA & Canada USS 200. 

I jitters to the editor: Will be edited for brevity, must contain name and address of sender. 



Notes from the Levant 

years after the 


partition plan, the 


conspiracy continues 


By Osama El-Sherif 
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AS PALESTINIANS marked 
the 50th anniversary of the 
1947 UN partition resolution 
for Palestine. Israel an¬ 
nounced that it will curry «»ut 
some form of pullout, ur rede¬ 
ployment. from an unspeci¬ 
fied portion of the West Bank 
at an undefined pnini of time 
provided ihe Palestinians re¬ 
main committed to fighting 
terrorism. So many il’s and 
whens coming from a man no 
one can afford to trust. 

It rook Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu weeks of po¬ 
litical maneuvering and hag¬ 
gling with members of his 
Likud party and government 
coalition to come out with his 
lame proposal. Netanyahu is 
not interested in appeasing the 
Palestinians or in complying 
wilh agreements. He wants to 
mend relations with the Clin¬ 
ton administration which now 
blames him for putting at risk 
US interests in Ihe Middle 
East. 

As it turns out. 

(he size of the 
proposed pullout 
may not exceed 
six percent, eight 
at the most, of 
the West Bank. 

The danger in ac¬ 
cepting Netanya¬ 
hu’s latest offer¬ 
ing is that it will 
mean the effec¬ 
tive burial nf the 
Oslo and Hebron 
accords. The Pal¬ 
estinians can 
throw away their 
agreements with 
Israel's former 
.Labor govern¬ 
ment and with it 
years of difficult 
negotiations in 
search of a just 
and lasting settle¬ 
ment. 

Netanyahu 
wants to leap 
over the Oslo ac¬ 
cords and move 
directly into per¬ 
manent status 
talks. And as we 
already know he 
will not make 
any new "conces¬ 
sions"; no more 
land to the Pales¬ 


tinians. nu freeze on settle¬ 
ments. no talks over Jerusa¬ 
lem and definitely no inde¬ 
pendent Palestinian state. 

In fact ail he wants now is 
[.« formalize the status quo. 
Ami why not. With resolu¬ 
tions 242. 338. Oslo and its 
offsprings all dead and bur¬ 
ied. Netanyahu is very likely 
to get away with it. Just as 
Netanyahu negotiated this last 
deal with himself, he is now 
ready m go into final negotia¬ 
tions with or without the Pal¬ 
estinians. 

But now that Netanyahu is 
willing to cough up some¬ 
thing. pressure will shift again 
in the Palestinians, just us it 
did in the past. For the Pales¬ 
tinians a six percent pullout is 
•inly six percent good. It is a 
far call I’nun the phased out 
pullout that Israel had com¬ 
mitted itself to under Yitzhak 
Rubin. Under the joint agree¬ 
ment Israel was to freeze set¬ 
tlement activities, release Pal¬ 
estinian prisoners and accept 
in talk about Jerusalem in die 


final phase of negotiations. 
Today even the controversial 
Oslo accords are beyond (he 
Palestinian negotiator. 

Fifty years ago the Pales¬ 
tinians. and the Arabs, reject¬ 
ed resolution 181 calling for 
the establishment of two inde¬ 
pendent states in Palestine. 
The resolution also made Je¬ 
rusalem a city under interna¬ 
tional administration and 
marked its borders. While the 
Arabs rejected ihe offer, the 
Jews accepted it. Thirty-three 
countries, including the then 
Soviet Union and the United 
Slates, voted for the resolu¬ 
tion while 13 voted against 
and 10 abstained. Israel be¬ 
came the first state formally 
created by an edict from what 
we now caff the international 
community*. 

What happened after that is 
history. 

Fifty years later. Israel is in 
effective control of all of Pal¬ 
estine and the Palestinians 
have less than symbolic influ¬ 
ence over their lives in the 


so-called self-rule areas. To¬ 
day the Palestinian state is no 
less a reality that it was in 
1947 and Jerusalem is the de 
facto capital of Israel. 

It is painful to ponder these 
realities. !t is more painful to 
see the struggle of the last 
five decades culminating in a 
rude Israeli gesture to. give 
back few thousand dunums of 
land to the Palestinians. 

In the midst of Arab divi¬ 
sions. European hypocrisy 
and American bias in favor of 
Israel, where should the Pal¬ 
estinians look for help? Arab 
unity and a common stand re¬ 
main an elusive goal. The fact 
of the matter is that the Pales¬ 
tinians find themselves aban¬ 
doned and with very few 
friends. They remain the vic¬ 
tims of an international con¬ 
spiracy hatched in the corri¬ 
dors of th& United Nations, 
which gives legitimacy to Is¬ 
rael but denies it to the Pales*- 
tinians. ■ 


f 


SO years ago the partition resolution was drawn up 
dividing Palestine into two states 
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Where is our state! 

32 



L 


Jerusalem 

Meaning for three faiths 


Karen Armstrong's Jerusalem , which details the sagas and travails of 
this city , holy to the three great Abrahamic religions , is a mightily 
ambitious tome. Its aim is to record Jerusalem's history 
from prehistoric to current times. 


Jerusalem: One City, Tlwce 
Faiths, by Karen Armstrong, 
Alfred A. Knopf, 1996 


Reviewed by 
Peter Gubser 


IN THE 19th century BCE. the 
Canaanties, early settlers of the 
West Bank hills, established 
the town that was to become Je¬ 
rusalem. They called it "Ru- 
shalimun”—similar to the mod¬ 
em Hebrew “Yarushatim "—a 
name recorded on vases, dated 
to the reign of Pharaoh Sesos- 
tris III (1878-1842 BCEl and 
found as tar away as Luxor in 
Egypt Thus started a long suc¬ 
cession of occupants Israelites. 
Christians. Muslims. Crusad¬ 
ers. Mamlukes. Ottomans, and 
modern-day Israelis. Today, as 
we know, the city is uneasily 
shared by two national groups, 
(he Israelis and Palestinians, or. 
viewed from a sectarian stand¬ 
point. by three religious 
groups: Jews. Christians, and 
Muslims. 

Karen Armstrong’s Jerusa¬ 
lem. which details the sagas 
and travails of this city, holy to 
the three great Abrahamic relig¬ 
ions. is a mightily ambitious 
tome. Its aim is to record Jeru¬ 
salem’s history from prehistor¬ 
ic to current times. Another of 
the author's goals is to put her¬ 
self in the shoes of the adher¬ 
ents of each of the religions. 
Accordingly, she recounts the 
events, describes the places, 
and gives them their religious, 
if not mythical, importance 
from a viewpoint that is sympa¬ 
thetic with each of the religious 
traditions. In each of her tasks, 
she is on the whole successful: 
the book makes highly recorrv 
mendable reading, ft surely will 
be a staple on the shelf of any¬ 
one interested in the region. 

A theme that reemerges time 


and again in this Jerusalem sto¬ 
ry is how important the geo¬ 
graphical location and its holy 
sites became in the traditions 
of each nf the three religions 
after they lost control of the 
city and. in turn, how the 
meaning of Jerusalem grew 
even inure, once the followers 
of each religion regained the 
city. This pattern was manifest¬ 
ed when the Jews returned 
from the Babylonian exile in 
539 BCE and built the Second 
Temple: when the Christians 
reentered Jerusalem in 629 AD 
carrying the True Cross; and 
when Salah Al Din. having de¬ 
feated the Crusaders at the 
Horn* of Halin. reclaimed Jeru¬ 
salem for the Muslims in 1187. 
Loss and retrieval recurred fre¬ 
quently. must recently when Is¬ 
rael conquered the city in June 
1967 and the Jews once again 
could worship at the Wailing 
Wall. 

Another theme that emerges 
is the great multiplicity of 
claims, cuunter-daims. tradi¬ 
tions. and myths that the Jews. 
Christians, and Muslims have 
wilh respect to Jerusalem. 
They have become so in¬ 
grained in the writings and 
imaginations of the three 
groups that, as the author ob¬ 
serves. the believers have con¬ 
siderable difficulty in being ob¬ 
jective about the Holy City. 

Karen Armstrong, also the 
author of the noted. A History 
of God. is not n trained histori¬ 
an. the consequences of which 
are both positive and mildly 
negative. The material offered 
the reader is voluminous— 
over 400 pages of facts, events, 
beliefs, traditions, and interpre¬ 
tations. On balance this pletho¬ 
ra of materia! is a plus for this 
reviewer. One does not feel 
that one belief is being slighted 
for another. In other words, the 


material is there for the reader 
to deal with, to interpret for her 
or himself. For some, though, 
this aspect of the book may de¬ 
note a lack of discipline or se¬ 
lectivity. Put in other terms, 
methodology, and sub-themes 
are not well developed. Essen¬ 
tially it is up to the reader to in¬ 
sert them. Related to this is the 
author’s clear intent to tell the 
story from the perspective of 
the believers. To some, this 
may be a strength. For others, 
this may be a weakness. They 
may ask. Where is the secular 
view or interpretation? Where 
is the historian's critical analy¬ 
sis? 

Her lack of historiographical 
training also results in occa¬ 
sional omissions that some 
may deem to be minor errors, 
but others may contend exhibit 
a lack of balance in the au¬ 
thor’s attempt to record history 
according to the traditions of 
all three religions. Let me cite 
three examples. First, in ren¬ 
dering the story of Abraham's 
near sacrifice of his son (pp. 
26-81, Ms Armstrong only 
relies on the Old Testament. 
Thus, the son in question is 
Isaac. However, in the Quran, 
che son in question is (shmaei 
(Ismail). In a book about the 
three Abrahamic religions, 
both traditions should be pre¬ 
sented. 

Second, the author adopts a 
Judeo-Christian interpretation 
of the Quran rather titan the 
most accepted Muslim interpre¬ 
tation when she states that Jeru¬ 
salem is not referred to in (he 
Muslim holy book (p. 224). She 
does quote the Quranic passage 
(17:1) that refers to the “Invio¬ 
lable House of Worship" (the 
Ka’bah in Mecca) and the “Re¬ 
mote House of worship.” “But 
then she accepts the argument 
put forward by some Jewish 


and Christian scholars and theo¬ 
logians that the “Remote House 
of Worship" cannot possibly re¬ 
fer to Jerusalem because the city 
is not mentioned by name in the 
Quran. Most Muslim authorities 
assert otherwise. To them, the 
“Remote House of Worship” 
cun only refer to Jerusalem and 
they cite both the Quran and tra¬ 
dition in their interpretation. In a 
work such as Jerusalem, the au¬ 
thor should not take sides with 
respect to such an explosive and 
tender issue. 

Third, Ms Armstrong fails 
the objectivity test when she 
accepts what are essentially Zi¬ 
onist data on the religious pro¬ 
portions of Jerusalem's popula¬ 
tion in the 1850-1922 period (p. 
352). She unquestioningly ac¬ 
cepts figures presented by Y. 
Ben-Arieh and dismisses quite 
different Ottoman government 
statistics for most of the same 
period. Again, at the least, both 
sets of numbers should be pre¬ 
sented so that the reader can 
make the judgement Or, the 
author could have thoroughly 
researched the subject and pre¬ 
sented her findings. It should 
be remembered that the Otto¬ 
mans were the authority of the 
day. Their data, while perhaps 
not highly accurate, would 
most likely be more objective 
than those of one of the con¬ 
tenders for Jerusalem. 

The above criticisms not- 
wjth-standing, Karen arm- 
strong's Jerusalem is highly 
readable and informative. 
Those who take it up will better 
understand the interminable 
problem of Jerusalem. ■ 


Peter Gubser, author of 
books and articles on the Mid¬ 
dle East, is president of Ameri¬ 
can Near Eat Refugee Aid. 
Middle East Insight 
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IRAN-IS back.^vgl^l 
ternational sttfle, Jl 
ing much attenrioip 
foes and friends^ 

. Fortunately; 
dia- is not 
: days on terrorism; 
the conseqtiem^; ^^'' ~ 
lampphofii^buf^S^S 
a new Iranian "*"’ ' ^ 
non: Presideoi : . 

We’ yc 

term “Gqrb^wwn^^ 
with simtlarities^tte^^I 
between the fdrmef.i ^iay *^^ 
dent of ihe 
Union. Mikhail- 
chev and president 
mi. Thougjr tfre ^ 
both pereorialitfe 
ideological , ^ 

their worid 

’ different. onl^umeTY*' ” 
tell how one.-cah-iEM 
conclusions. IriamKijo 
one. party conspirafcj;3i.,. 
an ideology linuhsf^^l 
vanguard elite. Nevfd^. 
less, being bver-intht^^ 
in proceeding 
wrong assessment- 
mark of .our ti me wh^-{^ 
comes tn our 
writers. .• 

Still, the taif-end 
year seems to carry- 
of excitement •. for SthtejS 
neighboring 

•its people, our - felkryt'V 
brothers in Islam.The^ra^tj'V 
of women in sOci 
being openly tfiscusSjgw °" 


culture and the arts 
ing praised and supported,^ 
not to forget of.coui^m^. .. 
fact that the Irani 
tional team has. qualtfidd^^ 
for the world cup 
The floodgates 
fortune seem to. 
opened up, and to top; ^ 
all, Iran is holding m f&gd 
cember, the Islarfiic Surihv 1 
mit which will ni 


leadership of the whole-ftp; 
lamic world. .‘-T.r.S-V* 




tfc: 
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Before we start 
cynical remurks ahod?^| 
small mercies, we mlgftFv 
as well be happy fw -tfi#* 
little progress arid grateftr;.' 
for small merries .despate^ 
the state of our regional^ 
affairs. The great achfeve-.' 1 
ment • for- our Iranian 
brothers, is that the world 
press is busy with ctinclu- ? 
sions-and supposed Chang-V, 
es. and does not bothet - 
with the habitual issues.of-, 
oppression and peisectH, 
tion. We can all go 
ward at the endof the dayr/ 
The other important, 
matter which influences ' 

Iran as well as ihe wftote^, 
Islamic world is the Istim-Js 
ic Summit. One does 4tot^ 
wish to Mart making jui-;- 
trapolations based on past 1 ? 
experiences, but it is'ito£. 
portatii to emphasize ihe), 
point that the changes.&atr< 
have shaped our wqrid’iifcj 
the last few years, inust'-be^-l:^ 
taken seriously into 
sideralion when 
!im leaders meet to qrga^'J 
nize the agenda pf ’ thd> 
Summit Primarily, dO_We';. 
really have things in cqjFft^y 
mon? or more importanfe ffi; ': 
ly, are we all as Miislufe^?;. 
threatened collectively^OTljf 
the enemy from within^ 
or is there really aj.ccfe 
spiracy against us? . ■ 

This final questipn-liaS.ij 
been, unfortunately^-cisqg 
overused, that it has-.tK£~ 
come an adequate reaswL: 
for our inability’-toawStSP 
and our impotence 
ing changes as wdl as'ie^r 
ality. Iran at this .p&nt^ 
has a great opporarnity ip^ 
affect change, in asrrnypfc^ 
as being effected by^S^‘ ; 
The recent years of isctow; 
tion on the intenvatiohaty 
and Islamic scenes msiy.hfiv 
able to provide .it :wior 
new perspective and^i 
new impetus. i ; |: 

The linchpin of :.this'.- 
Summit must be bse6d>4 
above all. on cooperat^ 

The realism of all ofl’itt/ 
belonging to differeiftsyV 
terns of government‘'iuid£ f ' 
rule, must add positiviiljf-f 
to the diversity ofTbUr-Z 
composition, and ouribijf^ 
ities to be more reaBent^ 
in the face of diajlcngesj-t’:! 
rather than the itajaaL 
grounds of drfferibs,; 



e«ci 


? ■: 


narrow sel f-iaterest,^itPd > 
habitual recrimmatiqia:~ : .>v s : 

If Muslims are to;meeCr; : 
then let be in the spirited 
Islam, and in the name of '; 
the region that has gjyeh-a] 
to the world, civilization.- 
and thought. The .options^ 
are open in front of theisr' -. 
Jamie world Jeader 5 , and^ 
they can choose: to djwJg; 
on the various differences ^ 
of interpretation of-poKr^: 
cies. but alternatively,** 
they can work on aftthqsbi'j 
elements that require ^'h> l r 
cooperate with each other 
regardless, of what- inay^f 
be construed as dogmatic?;"; 
political stands, or 
sonabie demands. ■ '' : 
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■ The Public Transport 
CorpjPTo is expe P [ed 

2 by privatized hv 

March, iggy as 

monthly losses arc esii- 
maied ai JD 10.000. 
Unl - V six percent of com¬ 
muters use PTC buses 
Closing down SUC h a 
corporation and trunsfer- 
r, ng it to the private sec- 
|or. according t„ Minis- 

L cr l,f Transport. Dr 
Bussam AI Sukcl. will 
save money and reduce 
environment pollution, 
workers in the PTC will 

WC S' ng h >' March, 
Iy " y - The aim is to 
replace the corporation 
by two new concerns 
^jeh will start in April 

■ The UN sanctions 
committee has approved 
14 contracts to export 
Jordanian commodities 
i« Iraq in the light of the 
second phase of the oil- 
lor-lood deal concluded 
between the UN and 
Iraq last year. 

The new contracts, 
worth S34.298 million, 
allow Jordan to export 
various products such as 
detergents. vegetable 
i>il. toilet snap and lea. 
Thus, total contracts 
swarded to Jordan dur¬ 
ing the first and second 
phases reach $142.94 
million. The Ministry of 
Industry and Trade is 
doing much to get 
approvals on further 
export contracts. 

■ Total assets of the 
Arab Center for Pharma¬ 
ceuticals and Chemicals 
during the first half of 
this year were JD 7.4 
million. This shows a 
rise of 1.7 percent com¬ 
pared with the same 
period last year. The 
center’s total sales by 
mid-year declined by 
13.67 percent compared 
with figures recorded in 
the first half in 1996. 
They stood at JD 1.1 mil¬ 
lion. However other rev¬ 
enues totalled JD53.000 
till mid-1997. generat¬ 
ing an increase of 69.6 
percent of the same time 
last year. .Pretax profits 
in the first half of this 
year reached JD 89,000 
making a drop of 14:9 '' 
percent against the same 
lime last year. 

■ Despite the seemingly 
flagging number of tour¬ 
ists into Jordan, official 
figures estimate the gen¬ 
erated income at JD 552 
million. Next year's 
plan is ambitious aiming 
to generate JD579 mil¬ 
lion i a rise of five per- 
ceni of this year’s earn¬ 
ings I. Tourists arriving 
at Jordan till the end of 
this year will be nearly 
1.320 million, to rise 
next year by 13 percent 
to total 1.5 million. 
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US $. 

0.7080 
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Small businesses, a way to 
promote women’s productivity 

By Ilham Sadeq Dr Sima Bahous, u senior £77^7777 5 ■ " ”-- -ra —= “ 

Star Staff Writer development specialist in NHF. _ I 1 «_%. T,..* > i<i. * i 

tells The Star “that the impor- | * * ** • ■ ' (V? 1 

OMEN’S PARTICIPATION lance of the seminar in Jordan J j.-.-'. ... ‘ « .* 3 *• 

the economic development focuses on Dromoiine small and 4*1 •• wiAwi*. *'**■ s* 


WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION 
in the economic development 
process is today given much 
attention in the region. The idea 
is to make women, a more pro¬ 
ductive element in society. 

The challenge awaiting Arab 
women is to change their status 
in the community from depen¬ 
dence to that of building a pio¬ 
neer personality. 

To discuss such an issue, its 
benefits and obstacles, a three- 
day seminar was organized on 
2-4 December at Le Meidian 
Hotel (formerly. Forte Grand) 
by the Noor AI Hussein Foun¬ 
dation (NHF) in co-operation 
with the Internationa I Labor 
Organization (ILO). 

The venue titled a “Regional 
Seminar on Micro and Small 
Enterprise. Promotion for 
Women in the Arab Region" 
was opened under the auspices 
of Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
and is an ended by representa¬ 
tives from 11 Arab countries: 
Bahrain. Egypt, Lebanon. 
Morocco. Oman, Palestine. 
Qatar. Syria. Tunisia. Yemen 
and Jordan. Also attending are 
ILO consultants and experts. 


Dr Sima Bahous, u senior 
development specialist in NHF. 
tells The Star “that the impor¬ 
tance of the seminar in Jonian 
focuses on promoting small and 
micro enterprises comes at a 
time when Jordan is becoming 
integrated into the international 
market," 

Consequently, she adds that it 
is a must for women to achieve 
more integration and contribu¬ 
tion to economic development 
in society and be able to run 
their own businesses. 

However, women face tradi¬ 
tional barriers that do not give 
them the chance to have cosy 
access to the market. 

She points out that small size 
enterprises arc becoming a glo¬ 
bal trend rather than a local or a 
regional one. Such encourages 
the private sector to play a more 
active role in society. 

“There is a global tendency to 
change the conventional role of 
governments from providing 
finance for services to sharing 
this mission with the private 
sector." Dr Bahous says. 

The co-sponsor, the ILO. 
holds for the first time such a 
seminar to support women on 
the regional level. 

"Our objective is to gel Arab 
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HM Queen Noor attends opening ceremony, Tuesday 


policymakers. representatives 
from non-giivemmeni;il organi¬ 
zations (NGOi tind I he private 
sector together, to encourage 
exchanging experiences in the 
field of micro and .small busi¬ 
ness enterprises, and to establish 
a communications network and 


Siemens launches first 
‘thinking’ Mobile 


THE SIEMENS “S15.” Sie¬ 
mens has launched its first 
“thinking” dualband mobile 
phone. This very handy device 
is equally at home with 
GSM90G (D networks) or 
GSM 1800 (E networks), and 
switches automatically 

between the two—provided the 
network facililies are available. 
As one of the handiest itnd 
best-equipped mobiles on ihe 
market, the S 15 even features 
a built-in calculator. The new¬ 
comer. which will be of partic¬ 
ular interset to the cross-border 
traveller, also offers facilities 
for exchanging short messages 
(SMS), faxes and data, whilst 
"on the move." This state-of- 


from networks which also 
employ GSM 1800 in conurba¬ 
tions. since dualband facilities 
with “Seamless Handover" 
allow the network operator 
even better capacity manage¬ 
ment In addition, the introduc¬ 
tion in hiture of innovative net¬ 
work services will further 
increase subscribers' capucit) 
requirements, to levels that 
only dualband devices can 
properly meet 

The S 15 incorporates the 
latest dualband technology, fea¬ 
turing the Siemens Semicon¬ 
ductors “HIGOLDplus" chip- 
set, which delivers more 
computing power, for greater 
operating convenience, for fax 
and data,transmission too. The 


the-art duaibandjnobire will be -. and data.transmission too. The '■talk time w 
available froiWtije’begixiiiing-of. modest power requirements recharging. 

' ne*tyear. .. ■c*:**;'-•* : 

The Siemens-S 15 is one of I _ . _ 


give the user several days of 
mobile use without the need to 
recharge or change the battery, 
and all in a compact c 142 x 53 
x 19-24 mm i and lightweight 
< ISO gram) package. . 

There is the option of four 
different battery formats, 
including the standard model 
for up to 75 hours of standbx 
operation or 3 to 4 hours talk 
lime, as well us a battery' with a 
built-in vibrator-alarm, lithium- 
ionic batteries and high- 
performance NMH butteries 
with capacities of up to I SIM) 
mAh. offering the user power 
for some 200 hours of standby 
operation or around 10 hours 
'■talk time without the need for 


initiate dialogue anmng ihe var¬ 
ious parties involved in the 
development of such undertak¬ 
ings.'' says Dr Mary Kawar. 
specialist on women workers in 
the Arah region. However she 
tells The Star “that till nuw 
must projects on wnmen-run 
business adopted by the Noon 
AI-Hussein Foundation could 
not be called small or micro 
enterprises. Rather, most of 
them are linked to simple hnnd- 
icrafts that are mainly income 
generating enterprise*. 

"Wc should differentiate 
between career development 
and poverty elimination." Ms 
Kawar adds. 

Some women do have the 
will to run their own businesses, 
hut because they arc unable to 
secure the finance, they resort to 
oiher agencies for loans neces¬ 
sary lor such projects. 

"It is true that through these 
so-called small “services pro¬ 
jects." the foundation ha* con¬ 
tributed reducing ihe level of 
iHK'inpItwincni .unJ eliminuic 
poverty. says Ms Hind Abdul 
Jaher. director of women's pro¬ 
jects in NHF. But. this is not 
*>ur i.irgeL 'It is imperative to 
establish u sustainable project 
thui won't close down or end 
when ihe finance stops. 

What distinguishes the semi¬ 
nar is that it is mu organized 
around speeches hut ruiher it is 
convened in such a way to 


H'&M. 


make the representatives mceL 
face to face tn exchange and 
discuss issues involved in the 
field of small and micro enter¬ 
prises for women, conduct 
workshops to highlight obsta¬ 
cles facing implementation and 
guarantee the continuation of 
enterprises. 

Workshops organized deal 
with problems by donor agen¬ 
cies. training, credits and mar¬ 
keting. “h is not enough to help 
the woman to start-up her own 
business, first of all she must be 
trained to manage her business, 
till it becomes productive." adds 
Ms Abdul Jtiber who is also the 
president of the Women Busi¬ 
ness and Professional Club. 

Also. Businesswomen must 
be lully aware of marketing, 
accounting, pricing, revenues 
and others. 

Ms Kawar points out to an 
important factor that should go 
parallel with the enhancement 
of women’s role in society. "It 
is neco«.iry tu treaic l. , g:-- , :i- 
licuts tluil prohibit oppression 
against women or eliminate dis¬ 
crimination against them in the 
Arab region.’’ she says. 

The participants are doing 
l heir best to come up with ways 
and means of creating an envi¬ 
ronment for regional coopera¬ 
tion in promoting small and 
micro business enterprises for 
women. E3 
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Urgent missions await Lower Hons : 

LAST OCTOBER substantial developments happe 1 -:! ■■ 
Jordan. Locally, ihe country hosted the seventh 
ferenee of the Arab Academy for Banking and bin r,:.. 
studies, which dealt with a vital issue concerning Ihe 
haliznlion of banking and financial institutions." Conler- 
participants stressed the need to establish inter-Arab 14 -. 
and revive the old-new dream of a common Arab nutria -1 

On the regional level. Jordan's presence in tltc Irani; 
MENA conference held in Doha, hits been, to a ccttaic 
extent positive and successful. Arab businessmen arc slu>v<- 
ing great interest in investment opportunities in the Kin-j- 
dom as evidenced by their willingness to buy stocks in i'v 
lourism sector. 

Jordan has set a milestone in its ties with the world :■■■ 
more precisely the European Union tEUi by signing ft-.. 
Euro-Mediterranean Jordanian Association Agreement •. 
Brussels. 

Such agreement promises to open EU markets to .lord-,, 
and provide a motive for manufactures to improve '.I.-.*.' 
products and establish a sound base for economic. cnHo.vi. 
technological, social, and human resources. 

People still expect the kingdom to reap the fruits ul ;l.. .. 
conferences anticipating investment flows in the light <>f-in 
partnership agreement. 

However, this is counter-balanced by the rise in ihe I 
of unemployment and poverty. Latest statistics hy l | i-»..-r- 
Mly of Jordan's Center for Strategic Studies pul the iMem- 
ployment rate between 22 to 27 percent 

But. official estimates put the figure at 16 percent, r'.ix. 
latest studies show that many are living below the pii. .- in¬ 
line. But the government still hopes that it can al\e.i;-u 
these by gradually lifting subsidy on basic needs and the lib¬ 
eralization of prices. 

However, people are not pleased with the increase in 
prices such a lifting has created. But. the government gives 
the opposite point of view, saying that the removal of sub¬ 
sidy will encourage market forces and lead to the lowcrin; 
of prices. 

International experts do not really see the pain, ouiy 
describing the economic reform program in terms of its suc¬ 
cess and moving on the right irack. Driven by their decreas¬ 
ing ability to satisfy their basic needs, a lot of people are 
fearful of the trend towards a free market economy, an- 
wonder if they are going to gel lost in an “unfair race" win- 
the developed countries. It is true that the door will be opoi- 
lor international competition that will make our produr 1 ' 
higher in quality, but still there are many doubters. 

Meanwhile, the newly elected Lower House is asieu v 
provide answers for people’s inquiries about the risk;. 
benefits of more openness on the world market. 

Furthermore, many economic legislations arc awnioitu 
parliament s discussion and approval. As the Asm. »• 
Aereemci.t stipulates, the current laws and regular in: mi- 
lowed in ihe country are to be adjusted in a way that row., 
ihe latest developments and challenges. For example, i*kv? 
is the law that should secure protection for national indust. • 
and combat monopoly and encourage competition ain«» ; . 
others. 

Also, the parliament’s rich agenda should give primr 
to provide substantial solutions for poverty and uncmpl* - 
mem. Citizens are hopeful that the new deputies will I lie i; 
to their promises and handle the so many grave responsi I Ka¬ 
ties lying on their shoulders for the welfare of people and 
the sustenance of a healthy economy. B 


the first high-end mobiles on 
the world market to make 
“sophisticated” use of both the 
D and E networks, whilst com¬ 
bining handy design, conven¬ 
ience and staying-power. The 
high-resolution display enables 
the selection of up to 250 
names from the telephone 
directory. There are facilities 
for calling back the last 10 call¬ 
ers simply by pressing the 
appropriate key, and the user 
can also see at a glance die net¬ 
work via which the call is 
being routed. 

The S 15 switches from one 
mobile radio network to the 
other by means of fully auto¬ 
matic “seamless handover.” By 
using the "roaming” facility 
between network operators, the 
globetrotting E-nciwork sub¬ 
scriber can, for example, even 
make cross-border phone calls, 
thus remaining constantly 
available by telephone, even if 
he is in a country that has no E 
network facilities, but only D 
network provision. To switch 
between networks, it was pre¬ 
viously necessary to change 
telephone card (and mobile) in 
most cases. " ' ' 

With the S 15 on the other 
hand, the traveller cannot only 
make use of his “home” net¬ 
work, but. thanks to the "roam¬ 
ing" feature, can also readily 
enjoy the facilities of. other 
GSM networks abroad, whilst 
retaining the same telephone 
card, phone' number and 
account. In addition, the user 
enjoys capacity advantages and 
thus Improved availability 


China’s runaway growth slov 


7< 


By Steven Mnfson 

BEIJING—China’s breakneck 
economic growth appears to he 
slowing down, just as the rest 
of Asia is grappling with cur¬ 
rency and slock market crises. 

From idle factories in Sich¬ 
uan to the sparse crowds at pri¬ 
cey retail stores in Shanghai, 
from disappointed farmers in 
northern China to anxious tex¬ 
tile exporters in the southern 
city of Shenzhen, it looks like 
China’s red hot economy is 
cooling off. Although at least 
one billboard urges Chinese to 
“Raise high the banner of Deng 
Xiaoping thought" most signs 
on top of buildings proclaim: 
"space for rent" 

To be sure, cooling off' in 
China is a relative term. Over 
the past six years, China's 
economy has grown at a blister¬ 
ing pace of about 11 percent a 
year. China's economy this 
year is expected to grow about 
8 percent. 

But as Asia’s currencies and 
stock markets collapse like 
dominoes, the slowing of 
China’s economy is making 
policymakers and investors 
wonder: Will China be next? 

Many analysts and investors 
□re worried that slower growth 
will expose the flaws in 
China's economic miracle: the 
troubled banking system, the 


money-losing slate-owned 
enterprises, a real estate bubble 
and vulnerability to intensified 
competition from Asian 
neighbors. 

"The Southeast and E;lm 
A sian nations undergoing 
financial (.rises are all charac¬ 
terized hy the combi nation of 
initially overvalued currencies, 
significant external debt and 
weak banking systems. China 
shares these characteristics." 
said Nicholas R Lardy, an 
economist and senior fellow at 
the Brookings Institution. 

For now. Lardy and others 
say. China appears to be uell- 
insuluted against the shocks 
that have hit the rest of Asia in 
the post month. China’s cur¬ 
rency is not convertible, so peo¬ 
ple cannot withdraw then 
money and cannot het against it 
on currency markets. Moreo¬ 
ver. most of China"' invcM- 
meni is direct investment in 
real estate and factories, and 
most of those companies arc 
here for the lung haul. Chinn's 
$1 16 billion in external dehl is 
mostly long-term. 

In addition. China is holding 
about $130 billion in reserves, 
a powerful war chesi lor lend¬ 
ing off speculators who might 
try” to attuck the currency of 
Beijing's recently retrieved 
jewel. Hong Kong. 

Nonetheless, investor con- 
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cents have rattled Chinese and 
Hi mg Knug markets this week. 

Shares of Chinese companies 
on ihe Shanghai and Shenzhen 
exchanges tumbled m new lows 
lor ihe year. The Hong Kong 
exchange's index ol red chip" 
Lump:lilies comiccletl lo China 
sank lo less ih,m hail jjs peak 
just foe inoiuhs ago. 

"1’eople are gelling worried 
uhnm ihe Chinese economy 
because all the Asian econo¬ 
mies are m trouble and China 
in a way has been excluded 
Irom the turmoil." said Muur- 
ien Van. a Hong Kong-bused 
aimhsi of red chip companies 
for Bear Steams & Co. "Given 
that all Asia i, in trouble, how 
can Chin.i si and alone?" 

"Moreover.” >nu added, 
"the numbers arc actually get¬ 
ting less optimistic, it looks 
like the fChinese) economy is 
slowing down...so people arc 
wruiied that next year for 
China w til be iraitth." 

Some ul (he disturbing num¬ 
bers include: Chinese invento¬ 
ries ili.n run ai mine than $70 
hilliuii. equal in nearb X per¬ 
cent of the gross domestic 
product; stagnant disposable 
income in the countryside: and 
a cinniiicrci.il real csluic glut 
that shows no sign ol nhnime ill 
Shanghai and Beijing. 

Many stale enterprises are 
slashing prices lo housi sales. 
Wen I eng C.irpei Co., a state 
firm in Henan Province, just 
cut prices 50 percent, and said 
it will accept installment pay¬ 
ments. "Call us and we will he 
.it vnur doorstep." it savs in an 
ad. 

Some analysts caution 
aguinst exaggerating China's 
ditficullies. "It's gelling very 
Jifficult to read, very hazy, but 
I do ihink people have turned 
ovevK gloomy ahmii ihe whole 
ihing." said Jt>c Zhang, an 
economist with Credii Lyon¬ 
nais. A former ullicial at 
China’s central hank. Zhang 
says China's economic prob¬ 
lems used to he much worse. 
"Things haven't changed dra¬ 
matically.” he said. "The rea- 
win...people have become so 
pessimistic is thul ihe external 
eiivirnnnicm has changed." 

Bui China is mu completely 
uallcd off from the uuLsidc 
world A cooling of ihe domes¬ 
tic economy comes just when 
devalued currencies around 
Asia mean competition for for¬ 
eign markets and investment 
will heal up. 

Just this month, j Chinese 
manufacturer bare I v held onto a 


sale of equipment destined for 
the United States to be used to 
unload containers from cargo 
ships. Just after the deal was 
scaled. Mitsubishi tried to 
snatch the contract from the 
Chinese company by undercut¬ 
ting the price I percent with ;i 
model made in Malaysia. 

The textile industry , one of 
ihe biggest export engines, is 
vulnerable to rivals in Thai¬ 
land. The huge television 
industiy must compete with 
Malaysian manufacturers. The 
growing computer industry is 
struggling against Taiwanese 
firms. 

That could erode China's 
overall trade surplus, about $30 
billion in the first nine months 
of this year, and create pressure 
for China to devalue its cur¬ 
rency. die yuan. And that could 
set off another round of punish¬ 
ing devaluations across Asia. 

The increased compel i lion 
from Asia coincides with a 
sharp drop in new commit¬ 
ment:- hy foreigners investing 
in China. During the llrsl nine 
months of this year the amount 
of future investment pledged by 
foreigners in new contracts 
dropped by 38.8 percent front 
last year. 

Ai times. China's leaders 
seem unconcerned about poten¬ 
tial pitfalls. In a recent inter¬ 


view. Shanghai Mayor Xu 
Kuangdi compared his city’s 
construction hoom and office 
glut to a poor person who buys 
clothes a little too big. Pointing 
to his sleeves. Xu says “you 
make them a little too long and 
maybe next year the clothes 
will fit.” 

This week. President Jiang 
Zemin didn’t even mention the 
economy in a speech at the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooper¬ 
ation meeting in Vancouver. 

'They’re invulnerable at the 
moment,” says Lardy. “The 
question is. will they use this 
time to address Ihe underlying 
problems or will they continue 
with business as usual.” 

Lardy points particularly at 
the country's banking prob¬ 
lems. “By several indicators. 
China's banking system is at 
least as fragile as those ofThai- 
land. Malaysia. Indonesia or 
South Korea." he said. As a 
portion of gross domestic prod¬ 
uct. Chinese hanks’ reserves 
jrc le*.s than half as large as 
those of Japan's iron hied 
banks. Lardy said. 

Sometimes. China's leaders 
seem aware of the economic 
dangers. Before leaving for 
Vancouver. Jiang delivered a 
speech to Chinese bankers. In 
addition to Jiang's unusual 
appearance at such a meeting. 


more than half the 
Party Standing 
attended, including Pioi'i-v 
Peng. Vice Premier Zlm **.•*• >■;i: 
and the head of the * 

Party School. Hu Jinur.i 

Alter the meeting, a 
page editorial in the f 
Daily, the official party «• 
paper, warned. “The tiuanev 1 
system has yef tr. adapt to ilk- 
demands of a developing social¬ 
ist market economy...The finan¬ 
cial system is not sound, finan¬ 
cial supervision is weak. 

financial order comparatively 
confused...and financial crime:, 
arc rampant." 

The leadership also w;ls wor¬ 
ried enough about the slacken¬ 
ing economy to cut inteiesl 
rales to stimulate demand 
recently just as other govern¬ 
ments were jacking up rales to 
protect their currencies. 

“This econoim is lull -d 
problems, and rc-lorm takes a 
long time to fi. v . all the prob¬ 
lems.” said Fan Gang, an ccra>- 
oinisl and Ji reel or ol ilu. 
National Economic Roseau.'! i 
Institute. But he added (hat :i 
perfect economy is inconsistent 
with fast growth. 'That is our 
reality." Fan said. “Developing 
countries always take risks. 
Without them you cun never 
catch up.” ■ 


The Arab Bank continues to offer 
its advanced banking services 


THE ARAB Bank continues 
providing advanced informa¬ 
tion technology services for its 
clients. After the introduction 
of new services on its Auto¬ 
mated Teller Machines (the 
number of which is now 55 in 
Jordan), the Bank opened the 
machines tATMs) to Visa and 
Plus cards, in Jordan and the 
UniLcd Arab Emirates. This 
move would allow 600 million 
Visa/Plus cardholders to use 
these ATMs lo withdraw cash 
through the Visa network. The 
Bank also is working towards 
linking other branches' ATMs 
in Egypt. Lebanon. Bahrain. 
Qaiar" and Yemen. Moreover, 
the Arab Bank ATMs are al¬ 
ready linked with local net¬ 
works in Cyprus and the Gulf 
(UAE. Qatar and Bahraini. The 
Bank is currently expanding its 
ATM network to acquire local 
and international cards, and has 


already started installing col¬ 
oured and modem machines at 
some branches, superstores and 
Queen Alia airport. 

The Bank has issued recent¬ 
ly Visa Electron cards for the 
UAE customers and will issue 
them shortly in Jordan for 
ATM cardholders. This card 
can be used as an ATM card in 
the country of issuance, and for 
withdrawals on 350,000 ATMs 
all over the world, in addition, 
it is used for purchases locally 
and internationally at mer¬ 
chants equipped with Point of 
Sale machines, the number of 
which a! present is one million. 
The Arab Bank Visa Electron 
card is a photocard with a 
unique design and colour. 

The Arab Bank is considered 
as a pioneer in Jordan and in 
some Arab countries as it has 
introduced advanced self- 
services such as the ATM. 


PhoneBank. PC Corporate 
Banking and Visa curds. The 
client can use the telephone in 
inquire about his balance mid 
account transactions mul re¬ 
quest them by tax. r.., uer 
ehcekhook and a Mo¬ 

ment or make iranxi.-r:. be¬ 
tween accounts mu! convert 
sums from foreign into local 
currency. PC Corporate Bank¬ 
ing Service allows access to ait 
customer's accounts directly to 
obtain similar services. The 
Arab Bank Visa Card (Classic 
and Gold) enables its holder In 
purchase from about 13 million 

merchants/service cement 

worldwide, or to withdraw 
cash from Visa International 
ATMs, while the Gold Cafti 
entitles its holders to insurance 
privileges and emergency set- 
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Despite the slow pace of efforts to combat the greenhouse effect, some Maldivians, 
such as Ali Rihvan, see a measure of hope. There may be a lot of idle chatter by the 
industrialized nations about global warming, Rihvan says, blit it’s a start 


i'y Filkins 

TJ-iUL DSDHOO. Maldives— 
this Mat it i*i of sandbars, glo- 
iv.l warming is n<•! sume dry 
iue.i hes: it H jo ihe scientists, 
it's death h\ drowning, 
lire hi* percent »•!' the Mai- 
di’.ex. a sparkling sweep of 
I.18t.t islands in die Indian 
in. sits less than Uiree feet 
.;b.o e the v.Mter's surface. 

Th.it ./«.■.ins dial under some 
•■s'the r.i'-rc credible scenarios 
l\ir rising sea levels, the entire 
n.uinn could vanish. Ailantis- 
likc. into the sea. 

• 'i hi Id he cnvironnicn- 
nil refugees.” s.iid Hussain Shi- 
lnh. •.(:■.■ Maldives' former min¬ 
ister |'..r ■.-iiv iron mental affairs. 
"!l iii'tni.'g j s done, our coun¬ 
try o'lild be underwater «-ome- 
i.mc in ti:: luture." 

The tear lias penetrated tlie 
c.inM.ioi:-ness oj this nation of 
2;>3 .<hhi people, spurring talk 
and action of an intensity 
unseen in the West. And it has 
crcat .-'j .: deep sense of frustra¬ 
tion. that a nation of fewer 
iiini! carbon-Jioxidc- 

crnitlinj autoiniibilcs could 
pert h .'ot;i consequences it 
cannot 

A-- i -■ive'.eni.imc.s of about 
I5i» a os gather next week 

m Kj.. Japan, to negotiate 

<.tith ict.s in the output of the 
heat-napping gases I inked to 
gloKi! •■•. rtning. few countries 
curr - nv ire urgent pleas than 
she .ifi--small island Mates 
of the Atlantic. Pacific and 
kali m smmiis. 

F«*r Mich countries—the 
M.'Ui • s. the Solomon 
Mati.!-. .Samoa. Fiji and oth- 
cis—..-n a small rise in the 
world • <-i lewis could mean 
nol .pi-; v.ashed-i'til sea walls 
and cp‘'. led coast lines hut 
M.iti>iii,-.aiastiophe anJ even 
i Mine: ton. 

"V-.c are tun responsible for 
dii' btu wc aa- the 

first i.i led its effects." said 
Tui'iii::;.> Neimii Slade. United 



Nations ambassador front 
Samoa, a nation of islands in 
the South Pacific. "We are lac¬ 
ing a Goliath." 

With the most to lose, the 
small island states are pushing 
for the sharpest reductions in 
greenhouse ynse.s. While the 
US. lias pi opt wed rhm indusiri- 
ali/cd countries begin in 20tRS 
to reduce emissions to ld l Jl) 
levels, the .’5-naiion Alliance 
>»f Small isk-nd States is pu.h- 
iag for a 2D percent cutback 
from I‘Mi levels by 

•Wc d*»:>'i 11 link that's umea- 
m in able." said Abdul la hi 
Mnjecd. «>? Ni-dd'ves - deputy 
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By Siacy Jenel Smith 

Petty's just-finished 20-show stand at San Francis¬ 
co' : famed Fdlmore ballroom has drawn lots of questions. Is 
?env workshopping new material? Taping something? 
Does he have plans to move on to other venues? No, no and 
no. Word is. he just wanted to get out 
and play, recharge his creative juices, 
and do it away from the L. A. area. Tom 
and The Hearrbreakers played different 
set lists eveiy night, sprinkling in music 
ranging from blues to country to... surf 
music. Peoy also had guest artists in to 
add to the rim. including Carl Perkins 
and John Lee Hooker. His opening 
p„trv 3015 * nc ^ udetl -akob Dylao's The Wali- 

- Tom Petty flowers — who’ve gotten so hot they’ re 

certainly now in headliner land. The shows were all sold out. 
with a hefty celeb contingent including the likes of Winona 
Jackson Browne, and Counting Crows member 
£ nv® Bryson showing up to catch the intimate shows. 

Look for Tarnia to finally come out with her debut album 
this summer, near the 4th of July release of “ Speed! . ’’ in 
which the singer makes her movie acting debuL The Quin¬ 
cy Jones protegee, who managed to earn her recent three 
Grammy nominations without an album of her own. says she 
hadn’t planned to tty movie acting work this early in her 
career. However “this part just seemed too perfect for me to 
resist-’ 1 She plays a cruise ship singer aboard the liner where 
Saxdra Bullock and Jason Pa trie run into runaway motor 
trouble. “My character keeps having close calls and almost 
dying. At one point 1 don’t have any makeup on at all and 
my hair is just crazy. I was ready to beg, ‘Can’t I have some 
lip balm? Anything.’” She cheerfully goes on, “I'm wear¬ 
ing a sequined dress ... pretending I’m about to die, and I 
have my legs crossed. We know in real life, that would not 
happen." She says she does “some little stunts” in “Speed ?." 
And "1 do the whole movie with high heels on, which is a 
stunt in itself.” The way things look now, Tamia will be seen 
singing an original tune in " Spt’ed2.” a tune that will also be 
featured on the soundtrack. 

Sock n' roll original Little Richard, recently honored 
with a lifetime achievement award at the American Music 
Awards, shows no signs of slowing down at age 64. His hot 
gigs of late include a Superdome Mardi Gras appearance and 
a guesting on "Muppets Tonight!" He’s also contemplating 
a trip to England where his “I Feel Pretty ," from the recent 
*' -‘TesJ Side Story " all-star album, is being released as a sin¬ 
gle. 

Country star Dwight Yoakam reveals that he completed an 
album of cover songs a year ago — and has been holding it 
back from release because it may wind up "loosely attached 
to, and part of, a film Billy Bob Thornton and I would pro¬ 
duce together.” Yoakam plays the viUain — a failed rock 
musician-turned-abusive alcoholic — in Thornton’s critical¬ 
ly-acclaimed “S/ing Blade” movie. Working on the yet- 
untitled second Thornton project will be his priority, if the 
pieces of the production all come together as he hopes. If 
they don’t, his cover collection will come out anyway. “The 
album definitely stands on its own, intact.” Yoakam com¬ 
pleted a Christmas album, for release next Christmas, over 
the holidays. Other than that, his mind has been focused on 
acting,. He’s been inun d ate d with scripts thanks to "Sling 
Blade. " He says, *T toyed with the idea of pursuing an act¬ 
ing career before l focused solely on my music. And I 
always felt I would come back to it some day.” 


mini.Mer fur the environment. 
"This is .» matter of life and 
death lor us. ‘ 

While the exact nature and 
limine of the threat probahlv 
won'f he clear for years, island 
countries such as the Maldives 
have every- reason u» worry. A 
five-year study by the Interna¬ 
tional Panel on Climate 
Change, a "roup of top 
researchers from 25 countries, 
predicts that by 21DD. sea levels 
c»mId rise anywhere from r» 
inches to 5 feel. 

If the high-end forecasts 
come true, most of the Mal¬ 
dives would be swallowed by 
(he ocean. Even the mid-range 
estimates—a rise of 20 
inches—would devastate ihe 
Maldives, vtipinc away some 
islands. shrinking others, 
changing tile shapes of still 
more. 

Strong oin across 551! miles 
in 26 atolls most of the Mal¬ 
dives take up less titan a square 
mile. Few have sea walls. 
Many of the isles, too small for 
pernianeni populations, serve 
single purposes. One island, for 
instance, is dedicated to _oi! 
storage. Another holds a prison. 


At Male International Air¬ 
port. an island unto itself, the 
iVenn hips both sides of the 
runway. Touching down there¬ 
in a commercial airliner give' 
the sensation of landing on an 
aircraft carrier. 

Residents ot the Maldives 
say they have already noticed 
that their climate—two barely 
perceptible seasons of sultry 
winds and s»ggy monsoons— 
has already begun to turn. 

Tun catastrophic storms in 
the past dec.ule caused more 
do mage than any in recent 
memory. In l v »X7. one-third of 
Mule, the Maldives' capital and 
most populous island, a us 
underwater. In the run¬ 

way was submerged and strewn 
w ith coral boulders. Jtnl the air¬ 
port closed lot three days. 
Dhara\andhoo lust l.tXHi feet 
ot beach. Huraugandu. for a 
time, submerged completely. 

"We never had storms like 
that 3D years ago." said Amina 
Fulhu. 60. a resident of Thu- 
lusdhoo. "You cannot predict 
the weather anymore." 

The islands have begun to 
prepare for the worst. While 
total submersion of the Mal¬ 


dives w-uuld take a century or 
more, the consequences in the 
meantime would be grave. So 
with the help of a S30 million 
grant from Japan, the Maldives 
is building a Q-foot-high con¬ 
crete wall around Male to pro¬ 
tect it from another big storm. 
Other islands have already 
been ringed with breakwaters. 
The government has banned 
most coral mining because the 
stony skeletons act as a natural 
barrier. 

Just as visible here is the 
government's campaign to 
make s-ure the citizens- know- 
about rising sea levels—and 
who's causing them. Teachers 
in the occanfront Kalaafaanu 
School, where salt and sand 
dust the hallways, teach their 
youngest students about global 
warming. Television Maldives, 
the nation's only channel, and 
the Voice of Maldives radio, 
hammer home the conse¬ 
quences of the ureenhouse 
effect. 

Even residents with lillle for¬ 
mal education can ramble on 
about the issue. 

'The sea levels are rising 
hecause the snowcaps arc melt¬ 
ing due to the smog and pollu¬ 
tion created hv the rich coun¬ 
tries." said Ahmad Nizar. a 42- 
year-old tuna fisherman who 
never went to school. "Facto¬ 
ries. cars _ we don't have those 
sorts of things." Several resi¬ 
dents expressed dismay at the 
Clinton administration's propo- 
'iil to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to l‘)yti levels begin¬ 
ning in 2tXiH. But some said 
they understand the difficulties 
in asking people to make do 

with less. 

The world will have to 
limit economic activity if wc 
want to prevent a disaster." 
said Abdul Azcez. 40. u tuna 
fisherman an Thulusdhno. "But 
that is nol going to happen, 
because every countjy. rich or 
poor, wants more than it has.” 

Despile the slow pace of 
efforts -i combat the green¬ 
house el feet, some Maldivians, 
such ;us Ali Rilwan. see a meas¬ 
ure of hope. There may be a lot 
of idle chatter by the industrial¬ 
ized nations ahout global 
wanning. Rilwan says, but it’s 
a start ' 

"Tciv years ago. wc couldn't 
gel anyone interested." said 
Rilu-an. an cnvironmcnndisi on 
Male. "Now. at least we've got 
their attention." ■ 

M Times- Wash inglun Post 
News Service 
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LONDON—-Tears for the 
death of the world's favorite 
princess have dried, the great 
sea of flowers is a memory, but 
a growing pool of cash donated 
in the memory of Princess 
Diana has become an over¬ 
whelming reality. 

Three months after Diana’s 
death, the money still is pour¬ 
ing in. It is creating a star-in- 
thc-making emong British 
charities but presents her survi¬ 
vors with an enormous organi¬ 
zational headache. 

"We couldn't have imagined 
how much would come in. and 
we still don't know what the 
total will be.'' said Vanessa 
Corringham at the Diana. Prin¬ 
cess of Wales Memorial Fund. 
"At the sum. we were getting 
thousands of letters a day. and 
now we are still receiving hun¬ 
dreds each week.” 

With more than 140.000 
individual donations received, 
nearly S60 million is on hand 
or en route, with plenty more 
on the way—but not a penny 
will be distributed before next 
spring. No decisions have been 
made on the nature of the fund 
or its eventual beneficiaries. 
Decisions will come slowly. 

“It is so big. so important, so 
emotional that more than ever 
one has to demonstrate due dil¬ 
igence and complete transpa¬ 
rency. Wc must be whiter than 
white." Corringham said. 

The fund will probably 
become an endow menL which 
will generate income for grants 
to groups that carry out good 
works. Certainly it will give to 
charities favored by Diana but 
perhaps to others os well. Such 
key decisions will be made 
only as the rosier of fund over¬ 
seers is gradually filled. 

So far. there are only three 
trustees: Michael Gibbins. 
Diana's private secretary: 
Anthony Julius, her lawyer 
and Lady Sarah McCorquo- 
dale. one of her sisters. 

The board will grow to 
about a dozen members when 
new appointments are 
announced at years end. All 
trustees will have been in some 
way dose to Diana. 

For now. the fond is being 
administered by Mishcon de 
Reya. Julius' firm of lawyers, 
in a no-frills operation with 
low administrative costs. Cor¬ 
ringham said that when a foil- 
time staff is hired, it will 
include several people who 
once w orked for Diana. 

The current account shows 
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about $22 million in individual 
and corporate donations, with 
$34 million en route from the 
first royalties for Elton John’s 
musical tribute “Candle in the 
Wind.” The British govern¬ 
ment also will chip in about $4 
million in sales tax rebates 
from the John CD. 

Much more—perhaps. $50 
million—will flow from “Can¬ 
dle.” and another seven-figure 
bonanza is expected from a 
Memorial Fund-sponsored 
commemorative CD - Pavarotti 
to U2 - that goes on sale in the 
United States (his week. 

Promising to share revenues 
with the fond in exchange for 
the use of Diana’s name on 
their products, several hundred 
companies are marketing 
goods from porcelain dolls to 
Christmas cards with the tacit 
approval of Diana’s heirs. 

How much global licensing 
may produce is anybody's 
guess, but already several 
dozen British companies have 
been told by Diana's lawyers to 
put their overdue contribution 
checks in the mail, according 
to Corringham. 

If the fond fulfills early pre¬ 
dictions of $300 million in 
assets, and if it preserves capi¬ 
tal and distributes its income as 
grants, it will rank in the top 15 


an revs up train for Olympics 



By Mary Jordan 

ABOARD THE ASAMA 
BULLET TRAIN. Japan— 
When Jeremy Peterson sat in 
her spacious, reclining scat on 
litis train racing 16S mph 
toward Nagano, site of the 
upcoming Winter Olympics, 
she thought there was only one 
thing missing: the ground. 

'in most trains, you feel you 
have a connection to the 
ground. You feel the jolts, the 
bumps.” said the New York 
actress and dancer, mimicking 
the fits and starts of the New 
York City subway. "The 
biggest difference with this 
train is that you feel move¬ 
ment. but you don't feel the 
ground.” 


More than 2 million visitors 
arc expected to flood Nagano 
when the Olympic torch is 
lighted in February. Many will 
he arriving from Tokyo on this 
sleek hitic-and-white train with 
;i red strip. 

Riding the Asama bullet 
train is more like being on a 
plane than a train. Seals are soft 
and wide, and passengers have 
more legroom than in (he first- 
class cabin of a jumbo jet. 
Between cars, there are vend¬ 
ing machines and telephones. 
Uniformed women patrol the 
wide, carpeted aisles with carts 
of boxed lunches, sandwiches, 
beer. soda, snacks, ice cream 
and whiskey. 

The A s;mia races from 
Tokyo to Nagano, about 120 


miles, in 79 minutes. Before 
the Asanja opened last month, 
the rail trip took three hours. In 
part because of the expense of 
tunnelipg through mountains 
on the way to the Japan Alps, 
the new train and tracks cost $7 
hiljiun—$69 million for eveiy 
minute shaved off the trip. 

The United States's only 
high-speed rail. Amtrak’s Mel- 
ndiner between New York and 
Washington, has a top speed of 
125 mph. Bui it rides on 
bumpy tracks that rattle coffee 
cups and computers. The 
Asama No. 3*s ride is silent 
and smooth as glass. A compu¬ 
terized system in the tracks can 
sense earthquakes and immedi¬ 
ately shut down the train in the 
event of a strong tremor. 


’ It is so unusual for the bullet 
trains to be even a few minutes 
late that an electrical problem 
this week on the Nagano line 
was huge news. The railway 
issues partial refunds to passen¬ 
gers if the train arrives late. 
Those who bought the $66 one¬ 
way ticket from Tokyo to 
Nagano and arrived two hours 
later than scheduled this week 
were refunded $34. 

The Asama bullet train car¬ 
ries 26.000 passengers a day. 
and that number is expected at 
least to double for the Olym¬ 
pics. Even the massive public 
debt accumulated by the ever- 
expanding rail system does not 
seem to tarnish the public's 
love of its safe, graffiti-free, 
convenient trains. The Seagull. 


PERKY & BEANZ by Russell Myers 
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ELWOOD by Ben Templeton & Tom Forman 
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a 2-year-old unmanned train 
that runs over Rainbow Bridge 
at the Tokyo Bay waterfront, is 
a favorite destination for young 
couples. They make an evening 
out of riding the train back and 
forth over the bay, holding 
hands and looking out the 
windows. 

But the Shinkansen®, as the 
bullet is known in Japanese, is 
the king. The opening of the 
firsr one. timed for the Tokyo 
Olympics in 1964. was consid-. 
ercd so significant it is included 
in school history texts. In 1991, 
Japan promised it would pro¬ 
duce a better bullet train if 
Nagano became the site of the 
'98 Games. 

The world's fastest train. 
France’s TGV, speeds along at 
187 mph. nearly 20 mph faster 
than Japan's bullet train. After 
making his first bullet train trip 
here this week, James Spears, a 
Washington lawyer who has 
ridden both said the main dif¬ 
ference is the TGV “goes so 
fast you ger sick looking out 
the window.” 

Tokyo Station, the hub of ali 
bullet trains, is where many 
Olympic visitors will encounter 
the world’s most crowded train 
system. 

Tokyo Station is like a small 
city. It is filled with clothes 
shops, sushi restaurants and 
barber shops. It has a lost-and- 
found office that collects an 
average of 310 new items a 
day. including wads of cash 
turned in by the incredibly hon¬ 
est Japanese. 

“I would advise visitors not 
to go there during rush hour, 
and I mean it,” said Peterson, 
the American actress. While 
visiting as a tourist last week. 
Peterson found herself on a 
busy commuter train with a 
man who was-sleeping standing 
up, propped up by the packed 
crowd. ■ 

LA Times-Washuigton Post 
News Service 


among Britain's. l^OSTrej 
tered charities, actxinfiijg ^ ^. 
Vicki Pul man at the Qiarraesi^c 
Aid Foundation. 1 • .v D ' 

Noblesse oblige, 

works for charity; Is-a.pnrtcTpt^?^> 
fonction of Britain’s roydl .mfe^/' 
. ily. Aftcr her.djyorcel^'y^^EA 
though, .Diaria cOt her- 
role from more than ’ 

ties to a handful;- - : 

Thereafter, she was offia^i^'. 
patron for gj^ps fighting 
rosy. AIDS, cancer and^hocne^y^ .• 
less ness. She also: supported'A^t. 
London children’s hosprtal aatf-1*4? 
the Englisb Nationai Baffcfc. 

In addition. Diana emergof 
as a leading mteroational'advoi-^: 1 ’ 
cate for the abolition of : 4and 
- mines inthe month&beforeJwr- 
death and remained close Jia. -„v; r ' 
mainline charities such as the V: 
British .Red. Cra^s.. . 

While Diana's causes- will V 
benefit, from the spontaneous 
donations triggered by her: D'- 
death in an Aug. 31 car crash 
in Paris, there will be manyrr-t.; 
other outstretched hands. \• - V 
Charily professionals who --?:', 
are closely watching ttr-seerpp-. 
how the fond develops do liaF:“ 
.envy its birth pains. . - ■< ;• ? 

“I think I would have friatytrC'": 
sleepless nights," said Eoifffff 
Redahan at Action RcsearcfiXrt^j 
which funds medical rcsfarcfc^p. 
projects. "They arc goir^;^r%i - 
need good experts to^adflsev^ _ 
them. And in the end, they 
have to make decisions popular^.,:- 
with some people and unpc^U^i^v. 
lar with others.” /']?';.&■ 

Action Research uses 2350*-'?? ' 
medical advisers to vet. . 

jects,. forwarding those.- . 

seem worthwhile to. panels Jofffff' 
scientific experts, who thdfojf" 
make recommendations tojthe L ;. . 
group’s trustees, who finally,.?' - 
decide which to support. 

“It will be especially diflft-’/.rv 
cult to allocate the Diana fond; ;? 
money." Redahan said. :£$»?• V - 
what basis do you decide?.ft*: 
example, whether to, 
money to a play group lookfog - ; !f 
after children with a disafe*fny?_n ■ 
or to a doctor working to 
nate that disability? •' V' ^ 'ffW 
Michael Dickson, the dfret^Hi • 
tor of London-based WhnSE-^fc 
Kidz. which provides whee|^\ 
chairs and other support. fofffSPffj : 
abled children, saw his agency^.;, 
bumped by the Diana fondasfl f.. 
major beneficiary df.-Jb?;,' 
spring’s London Marathon,^ 7 
But Dickson, who 
ten a book on British chariljjes^V 
believes that organizers. 
Diana fund deserve petiauxf-f?, " 
and a measure of sympathy: ;.«?W 
They need time to 
structure sorted . our->4u*%f:i 
deserve a jolly good ' 

peace and quiet,” 

“Getting the money was?.B^Jsr - 
easy bit. Now they hayRlfig^ 
it away responsibly;:vrifiE tfr^>:- 
worid’s press watch! 
gine yourself on a priheTw®-;'^- 
dated by requests for 
Half the world will be>aiIhfiariT:; 
within a year. . /. * 

To the beleaguered fctnSffl^v- 
of fund workers, it seeoajJaf^' - 
way already. *£-5?; 

‘Thousands , of ideas fldbdj^S- - 
Irom everywhere 
Diana's name to spon.sor?to Mr| «-> 
raisers—tea parties. 

Bator, flower orrangutgv,^^;.- 
Bogota," Corringham said.^^3?’. 

Only one company. 
crystal maker, has 
mal contract with, the fttrid^^? , 
far. Like , the many 1 otheaHS^^L - 
have tacit approval 
Diana's name, it passed 1 . 
lees' tests for good taste? 

LA Times-Wasl 

News-. 
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By Osama El-Sherif 
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Jordan in the age of cybematics 

t and future 
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WHEN WE talk uhoui the information 
revolution, the distinguishing feature of 
the last two decades of the 20ih century, 
we are talking about empowering the com¬ 
mon man by giving him the choice and the 
means to receive and distribute informa¬ 
tion. Such emancipation, unprecedented in 
man s history, could „ot have taken place 
without the rapid evolution nf what we 
fHji. lhc Information Technology 

[\T). Si is now possible to store, retrieve 
deliver, manipulate and disseminate infer-' 
V man on at a low cost. 

Billions of information bits are con¬ 
stantly exchanged hy telephone lines, sat¬ 
ellite transmitters, cellular phones, com- 
purers. microwaxe links. Internet nodes 
nntl new forms ol digital communication. 
The computer embodies this digital a"e 
hut the arrival of the Internet, a «i«amic 
network connecting millions of computers 
around the world, has brought a new- 
meaning to the information revolution. A 
computer and a telephone line is all that 
one needs to surf the Internet. 

Billions of dollars are being spent hv IT 
companies to develop powerful interactive 
multi-media, allowing lor hundreds of 
megabytes ol information. New genera¬ 
tions i»f powerful micro-chips wiif create 
faster computers and will make it possible 
to increase the storing capacity of new 

t media, like DVDs or disiitnl video disks 
which will allow feature films to he stored 
and played on une's PC. 

Today we live in .i wired world where 
hundreds of communicaiion satellites 
makes it possible tu send live images from 
the battlefield, initiate voice calls to and 
from remote places and conduct video 
conferencing at schools, hospitals, banks 
and other places of husiness. It is a world 
that is communicating, selling and buying 
and gelling entertained through a new 
dimension called cyberspace where a vir¬ 
tual world, unaifecied by man's physical 
limitations, with cybercities, cyberbanks, 
cy hereon fcrenccs among others is 
evolving. 

Jordan and the information revolution 
Jordan is no stranger to the information 
revolution. Satellite dishes perch on our 
r»n>liop\. Cellular phones, computer net¬ 
works and Internet connections arc being 
used hy thousands of Jordanians every 
\ du>- 

Jordan was among the first Middle 
Eastern countries to allow private compa¬ 
nies to oficr on-line Internet connections. 
Today there are at least live Internet Ser¬ 
vice Providers ilSPV Jordan is doing well 
compared to Egypt and Saudi Arabia, for 
example. Direct Internet service is not 
allowed in Saudi Arabia, while a special 
security permit is needed to operate a fax 
machine in Syria. 

Jordanian publishers have made use of 
ihc opportunities offered by the informa¬ 
tion re-..'Union. Most newspapers now 
have electronic or on-line editions on the 


worldwideweh t The Star newspaper being 
the first to do so in November 1995). 
Through these, publishers reach readers 
anywhere in the world. 

Many Jordanian companies now have 
their own web sites and communicate 
Ircciy with the business partners in the 
US. Europe and Asia through c-mail. 

Adapting to the realities of the new vir¬ 
tual world has heen unusually smooth in 
Jordan—than say France where e-mail and 
Internet publishing is still a novelty—that 
ludny the Jordan Public intelligence 
Directorate (A1 Mukhabural) publishes its 
own web site, while Her Majesty Queen 
Noor talks about local development pro¬ 
jects on her own vveh page. 

Democracy’s direct contribution 

Why has Jordan been so adaptive to the 
inlurmaiion Technology compared to 
others in the region? 

Without the democratic 
changes and economic reforms jfKfk 
that took place in this country 
in 19K 1 ). most of the aspects of Jf 

the information revolution Sp 
would not have happened. wjtffB/p. 

Democratization meant a IfPi" sBR* 
change in public mentality and 
in ollicial perception of the 
way the information revolution 
should be handled. Whether this tolerance 
was planned or noL the political leader¬ 
ship is to be thanked for removing obsta¬ 
cles on the way of embracing new devel¬ 
opments on the information revolution t 
front. * 

Until 1989. it was almost 
impossible to operate, or even 
import, a modem without hav- 
ing first received the approval te jgSjK gffl 
of the security authorities and 

Without the economic 
reforms, that underlined the 
need to privatize public com- 
panics including the TCC. the 
government would never have 
allowed private ventures to provide tel¬ 
ecommunication services such as internet 
connection and celluler phones. 

The liberal mood also allowed ambi¬ 
tious ventures to prosper such as PBB's or 
Public Bulletin Boards where hundreds of 
home and office users could log in into an 
electronic bulletin board and exchange 
information. All that was needed was a 
computer, a modem and a telephone line. 
On these bulletin boards Jordanians were 
free to discuss the peace process, relations 
with Israel, press freedom and religious 
and even sexual issues. 

Jordan is among the few countries in 
the region today where people can browse 
the Internet without having first to go 
through firewalls, proxy servers and other 
filter®. 

Some people might even think that Lhc 
lack of official regulation and proper leg¬ 
islation is a dangerous drawback. In the 
United States, the world's IT innovator. 
debate has reached the US Congress on 



whether to censor the Internet and ban 
pornography on the system. Such a dehate 
has not evolved in Jordan yet. although it 
is an issue in Saudi Arabia and Iran. 

Since anyone can publish nn the Inter¬ 
net. security-cautious cnuntrics arc not 
only fearful of the Internet's social effects 
but of its political influence as well. 
Where else hut on the Internet can one 
visit the sites of Mexican rebels. Saudi 


still keeping the lid on the circumstances 
surrounding the ussassination attempt on 
Hamas political leader Khaled Misha*! 
more than a month ago. Jordanians were 
following the details of the botched opera¬ 
tion on the radio, terrestrial TV stations, 
satellite receivers. 

Positive influences on Jordan 
The lenient approach to adopting facets 
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dissidents. Iranian monarchists. Kurdish 
opposition groups. Kashmiri secessionists 
and Irish militants—ail in one short 
session? 

The government in Jordan can still con¬ 
fiscate today's issue of AI /Ami; newspa¬ 
per. but those who want to read it can still 
do so through the Internet. The informa¬ 
tion revolution has made it virtually 
impossible to monopolize or regulate the 
truth. 

When the official Jordanian media was 


n| the in format ion rcvnluiiun have had a 
positive impact. Easy access, whether 
through satellite TV. the e-mail or the 
Internet has given Jordanians everywhere 
a choice that they had nut before. 

Also newspapers sought to improve 
their news and picture services and most 
arc now connected lo the best sources of 
new* and graphics through their own sat¬ 
ellite receivers nr leased lines. 

The investment in Jordan's telecommu¬ 
nications inlrusiruclurc. Ihe country's 


quick and .smooth adoption of IT solutions 
and services have also allowed for ambi¬ 
tious pan-Arab and indeed international IT 
projects to take place in Jordan. Arab 
investors chose Jordan as a base for the 
editorial offices lor Arabia.On.Line (Ara- 
hta.com) which is the first and only Inter¬ 
net-based news and husiness service dedi¬ 
cated entirely to the Arah world. Amman 
also is lhc base for the editorial offices of 
SITE Middle East, the leading pan-Arab 
IT magazine. 

Not all is good news! 

But while the information revolution 
has empowered many Jordanians, there 
are certain inescapable realities. 

Jordan remains a developing country 
struggling in a region that is anguished hy 
the absence of peace, economic growth 
and stability. 

While we talk about cellular phones. 
Internet connections and satellite 
dishes, we also have to remem- 
her that Jordan's priority is to 
provide its people with clean 
N. water, better schooling, medi- 

cal treatment, jobs and 
MB improved standard.® of living. 

JWt 3&J Being pari or the global vil- 
S&ragtff lage does not give equal rank- 
ing to other residents ol" the 
wired community of nations. 
Even in the virtual world there are those 
who have and those who have not. The 
cljtssical challenges of fighting poverty, 
ignorance, bigotry, corrupt ion-and extrem¬ 
ism do not go away as one joins the infor¬ 
mation superhighway. 

Empowerment. through 
access to information, does not 
“nccl the need for an intrinsic 
mU" va * uc system to create a bal- 
r T' v am ancc ' n information exchange. 

The medium could easily 
become the message and our 
bSyflp infatuation with all that's new in 
Wr foe IT world could very well turn 
into a costly and unnecessary 
addiction. 

Most of our scholars and students have 
no access to lhc internet, and computers. 
We arc still years away from providing a 
telephone line lo every citizen that needs 
one or from making on-line shopping for 
instance, or electronic business a daily 
reality. Sometimes the challenge is nut in 
transferring and adopting the technology 
as such, but in keeping up with the legisla¬ 
tive requirements, without which, chaos 
could creep in. 

However, being on Ihe information 
superhighway helps journalists, students, 
researchers and scholars lo access infor¬ 
mation that would have been difficult and 
costly few years ago. 

But what about the free flow of danger¬ 
ous material such as sex and pornography, 
devil worship, sedition and others? How 
should we deal with this cultural challenge 
as officials, legislators and communica¬ 
tors? There is no easy answer, hut the 
information technology is providing us 


with some clues and solutions, such as 
firewalls and software fillers, encoders 
and others. We arc lucky, at least, that 
these ethicnl challenges are being 
addressed not only in countries like Saudi 
Arabia and Iran, hut also in Canada. 
France and Germany. 

Questions about who really contro'x the 
Internet and whether it's a manifestation 
of western, particularly American, culture 
and superiority arc heard every now and 
then in the far comers of the world. There 
arc no direct answers—«c know that in 
France, for example, the Internet is seen 
as a threat to French language and culture. 

Another misgiving in Jordan is that 
newspapers have failed in developing sub¬ 
stance. Our newspapers have not in\esicd 
in the Jordanian editor nr the Jordanian 
reporter as much as they invested in faster 
and more powerful printing presses. The 
same is said about the official media, 
where Jordan's satellite channel is one of 
the least interesting among competing 
channels. While we have improved in the 
delivery system, we have failed in the con¬ 
tent area. The web site of the official news 
agency Petra is one of the weakest and 
least updated. 

We should stop to ask ourselves about 
our own contribution to the on-going 
information revolution. Are we basically 
consumers just as we arc consumers of 
foreign cars, imported food and clothes? 

Privately many Jordanians arc making 
their own modest provisions. Inn at gov¬ 
ernment level there has been a total disre¬ 
gard or apathy to what the in formal ion 
revolution has achieved. Could this apathy 
be the reason for the'unexpected tolerance 
towards the advent of the Internet, the sat¬ 
ellite dish and others into Jordan? 

Regardless of the reason, one would 
find little official information mi Jordan 
by Jordanians on the Internet. None of the 
government ministries, as far as I know, 
has ils own web site and lew ministries 
bother to check their e-mail accounts, if 
they have any. 

This is in contrast to Egypt, the UAE. 
Oman and Kuwait whose ministries and 
official government bodies have invested 
millions in web sites in order m educate, 
inform and attract investors. 

It is indeed worrying lor inc that since 
the nourishing of aspects of ihe informa¬ 
tion technology in Jordan was directly 
linked to the democratic reforms since 
1989. the current regression in these 
reforms may signal unilateral revisions ol 
what has been hitherto a liberal attitude 
towards the information revolution. G 

This is an abridged version of a longer 
article given to the conference on the 
a Media and Press in Jordan," 
held in Amman last -:orJh. 

The writer is t-ze chief 
editor and publisher 
of 77a Si or. 


Portrait of the art 

as an egoist 



THE SHAMEFUL LIFE OF SALVA¬ 
DOR DALI, by Ian Gibson, Faber £30, 
764 pages 

Reviewed hy Peter Aspden 

When living in an age that not only toler¬ 
ates. but champions, the opaque arts of 
self-promotion and the shameless drive of 
egos that trample all before them, it is easy 
to lake Salvador Dali for granted. But the 
slim, striking figure that set fool in Amer¬ 
ica for the first lime in the autumn of 1934 
caused an unprecedented impact on wait¬ 
ing headlinc-wriiers. The "Super-RculiM 
Who Paints His Nightmares While Mortals 
Grow Dizzy”, fleeing the incipient civil 
war in his native Spain in peddle his 
cheap brand of bombast and outrage to a 
new audience, was an instant hit with New 
York's thirsty sophisticates. 

Bui Dalo had been preparing lor his 
moment: not only in the days heforchand. 
when he distributed a broadsheet. "New 
York Salutes Me”, which announced his 
role as the John the Baptist of the Surreal¬ 
ist movement: but since the age of 16. 
when he first informed his diary of his 
future plans: "Perhaps I'll be despised and 
misunderstood, hut I'll be a genius, a great 
genius. I'm certain of it." 

Ian Gibson, in this fine, scrupulous biog¬ 
raphy. is equally certain that the artist 
failed to fulfil his adolescent aspiration. 
Gibson concedes that :ii Dal's peak, 
between 1926 and 1938. he produced Mar- 
lling images of mental unbalance and sex¬ 
ual alienation which indelibly marked the 
20th-century sensibility. 

Bui in Dal's ranting exhibitionism and 
protean nature, he finds an artisi who falls 
some way short of his self-proclaimed gen¬ 
ius. Gibson argues his case most persua¬ 
sively; aboul halfway through this hefty 
tome, there conies a point when the artist's 
quips and oddities suddenly fail in have 
their required effect, and one is left reluc¬ 
tantly sympathising with Clive Bell's cur¬ 
sory dismissal of The artist's first London 
show: "If 1 must be bored with bad jokes 
and bad drawing, give me Punch”. 

Bell’s judgment was too harsh. Dal's 
jokes may have been questionable, hut his 
draughtsmanship and technique, if any¬ 
thing underappreciated by Gibson, were of 
the highest order. Gibson's thesis is that it 
was the artist's .sense of shame, something 
which he never succeeded in casting off. 
which both inspired and limited his imagi¬ 


native lliuhts. There was indeed something 
pathetic about the older Dal. in particular, 
still reworking his sexual anxieties a terror 
nf intercourse and gleetul championing of 
masturbation in his repetitive painting. 

Gibson laudably avoids the temptation 
to speculate without foundation over some 
of Dal's most lascinaliug relationships, 
namely the triangle formed hy his early 
friendships with Luis Bunucl and Federico 
Garca Lorca, and the extraordinary mar¬ 
riage in his muse. Gala. He reluctantly 
confesses that ihcrc is insufficient docu¬ 
mentation in assess the impact of these 
wiih confidence, though there is enough to 
condemn Gala as a cold, cruel partner who 
nevertheless played a key rule in Dal’s rise 
to fame. 

Bunucl was one of many colleagues 
from Dal's most ferule period who eventu¬ 
ally fell out with the painter. The film¬ 
maker asked his erstwhile friend for a loan 
at the beginning of the war. only to receive 

an outright refusal in a _ 

typically effusive letter 
which extolled the vir¬ 
tues of de Sade. Spanish 
domination of the world 
and explosive gir.illcs. 

Bunucl failed to sec the 
joke: he never forgave 
Dal. and carried the let¬ 
ter in his wallet for 
years afterwards. 

There is sympathy J 
too lor Andre Breton, 
w ho had hegun .is early 
as 1934 to find some of 
Dal's opinions sueh as 
ihe claim thal he pre¬ 
ferred tram accidents in 
which the third-class 
passengers suffered 
must mo offensive even 
fur ihe distorted mom! 
universe ol Surrealism. 

The relationship with 
Lorca. Gibson's previ¬ 
ous biographical suh- 

jevi. was more complex. 

Gibson contends lhai 
the painter never forum 
the poet, and mure par¬ 
ticularly the ode dedi¬ 
cated to him: and lhal it 
was hi*, tragedy that he 
did not cherish hint suf¬ 
ficient h "until it was 
loo hue”. Here. ton. 


there was sexual dysfuncu'on: Lorca's 
attempts to seduce Dal only drove the 
painter more deeply into his onanistic 
world. 

If sell-indulgence was the key to Dal's 
sexual personality, he was scarcely less 
wilful in his treatment of political and 
religious subjects. Early flirtations with 
Marxism wen: doomed, fellow travellers 
realised, when he called on workers lo 
"return in the pristine sources of crime, 
exhibitionism and masturbation”, an 
agenda which more accurately reflected 
Dal’s own obsessions than ihe causes of 
the rcvululion. 

Catholicism was first mocked, then 
embraced. There were attractions for fas¬ 
cism. and an opportunistic wait-and-see 
stance on the Spanish civil war. As late as 
1975. following Franco’s last executions. 
Dal paid fulsome tribute to the Generalis¬ 
simo and demanded the "liquidation” of all 
terrorists and many mare executions. 


But by this time. Dal's shocking pro¬ 
nouncements were growing stale: he was 
less witty, and lhc world had mo veil on. 
having become accustomed to self- 
pub licisLs and their ersatz outrage. Curi¬ 
ously, towards the end of his fife, people 
who came into contact with Dal began l«> 
behave in bizarre ways: there was the reac¬ 
tion of King Juan Carlos, who responded 
lo the death of Gala in 19.82 hy creating 
her husband Marquis ol Ptrhul. as if in Sur¬ 
realist irihutc lu the remarkable couple. 
Dal. who hud always revered the yrisloc- 
racy. demanded that the title include his 
name, and was granted his request. 

This ultimate, bland co- uplion of the 
man who had created die iconography of 
20th-century paranoia and alienation said 
everything: the world had finally caught up 
with Salvador Dal. B 
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A Beaujoicn. 

evening 


@ Air France held if s an¬ 
nual reception of Bi-aujo- 
lais Nouveau 97, at Furie 
Grand Amman/Le Merid- 
ien on 25 November 97. 
Air France in co¬ 
operation with Forte 
Grand Amman/Le Merid- 
ien and the French Ens- 
ba.ssy in Amman hosieil 
this reception in honor i**' 
its frequent flyers. cus¬ 
tomers. its top agents and 
French companies in Jor¬ 
dan. 
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3*'—n * lc l* ls| “* ■' scries «'!' cxents oruuiiized 

' ' ' ihis autumn hv the PnJc isumi Embassy 
• ! 'in the i>cc.iMnn uf the till unnixersary 
- _L 1,1 Independence, concluded *.vith .1 
'>r-c; d:*;. Mmv. til cl«ulies mid jewels at ihe resi- 
..:u .■_■ i> 1 Hv.- t’atraam Anihifis.idoi in Amman. 
.ii Sn\ed Ali Senvsir Naqii :utd his spiusc -Mrs 
Mei'.er Naipi. .i lee. d;<> before their departure. 
f.V exhibit. tilled ’Fashion from Pakistan.” is 
ihe Ivisi •*! ihe numerous activities carried 
.*m .i* the peisnnul initiative ul‘ Mrs N:iqxi during 
ji. i ■ ihnli'io tlnve-\e.ir>My in Jordan. 

i .sijners Sultana Ahmed and Nishat 
:!a:oid. 'v.n \er> e««nd friends of Mr> Naqvi. 
hnwjiii i■ - -unman 55 items of Pakistani 
e*.. -■•■• ear while artist Amin Gulgee showed 
a-:i;i e"/letiic»n ul ’jewelry --like niini.'CUlp- 
: * 11 • i In. -.how was complementary in his 
; im- • .liihiiinn thjl is on display now at ihe 

N..i d .' n Gallery in Jahal Lvveihdeh. 

I.. ‘ ihnic and traditional” than evpcaed. 

• 'i -1 i i Inn*: drc%sCNi. v. r.ip-aruund sf irts 

1 . 11 : .is. dMl”.:ir-i|.iiiisV/.cs and Kn-kmir 
es |ir. piisi.-ii hv ihe i\vo Pakistani I'a-hinn 


designers reflect the new living style of women 
and their demand for simpler and more comfort¬ 
able clothes. “We design practice I clothes, but 
wc use traditional lahries and old embroiders 
techniques.'' Mrs Ahined pointed out. 

Made in pure silk, be it "organon" <thick .-silk t. 
silk velvet or "jama war" t hand woven silk fab¬ 
ric l. all items are decorated with handmade Paki¬ 
stani embroidery. “The needle work is executed 
by craftsmen with tens of years of experience.'' 
she said. ■'UnfominJtcly. traditional embroidery 
i» a dying art nowadays. Al'leciing eve-sight and 
financially not rewarding, it is being abandoned 
by the younger generation who go into more 
lucrative professions", she explained. Although 
she i> convinced that this tradition could be pre- 
sen ed only with the help of the government. 
Mrs Ahmed and her colleague encourage hand¬ 
made embroidery at a private level by introduc¬ 
ing it in all oilheir expert collections. 

"Although for the last 10 years, fashion- 
designing has been rather a hobby than a career 
to us". Mrs Hamid added, "now we can call it a 
rolling business." Based in Pakistan, they make 
collections to order and send ihem especially to 
the United States and Saudi Arabia. "Our elabo¬ 
rate items are % cry popular in Saudi Arabia". 

Mrs Ahmed said. 'The 
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, clothes we regiiljrly 
make tor occasions 
sell very well in this 
: country, where every 
i day seems to be .in 
: occasion." she coniin- 
[ ued. unfolding a rav¬ 
ishing rust-coloured 
; evening dress abun¬ 
dantly decorated with 
pearls and sequins. 

"The collection we 
brought to Jordan was 
created in order to sat- 
i isl'y a more Europeun- 
V >wd taste." Mrs 
Hamid said. "As we 
j did nor know ton 
J: much ah«*ui the cxpec- 
i I at ions of (lie Jorda- 
* nian Italics. wc ha\c 
resorted, fur this lust 
1 tisit. to various fash- 




Drdaman architect Jafar 

..■'^kan wins Saudi award 
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A DESII.N fi»r a theology school in AI 
.•l:i<lin;i. Suodi Arabia, designed by Jafar 

ii S*L m 1>ar,,,crs '' itnd *Saudt Associates 
Ahaikhail C«nsulUn B Engineers won the AI 
Mathna Award lor Architecture IV97. 

it project consists or a school building, u 
mosque, a libran-. u large auditorium, stu- 
, ” ,,,,s, na. commercial facilities and a 

Mi ‘, ,n a “dllinn to all necessary services and 
p.-jrkin" 

Ihe merits of the dps-ign as slated in the 
;;v.;jrii dwumcnts were its architectural and 
functional excellence, total response to cli- 
matji -and environmental properties of the 
through j| spatial composition inspired 
ii. ixhimic tradition in contemporarv 
;:: "i?ifv.-.uraf terms. 

in I^IZ. Mr TuUan won the Arab Architect 


Award presented by the Organization of 
Arab Cities which had also in 1988 awarded 
his project for SOS Children’s Village in 
Amman, the Arab Project Award, In 1993 
Tukan won the World Habitat Award for his 
project SOS Children's Village in Aqaba. Mr 
Tukan has heen in practice since 1961 after 
he received bis BA from the American Uni¬ 
versity in Beirut in 1961. Although his main 
office is now in Amman, he does many consul¬ 
tancy work ali over the Middle East, such as 
Lebanon, Saudi Arabia. United Arab Emi¬ 
rates. As well us his many activities, he is a 
visiting lecturer at the University of Jordan. 
President of the Jordan Society for Develop¬ 
ment (Baui Hamid a) and member or the Noor 
AI Hussein's Board of Trustees. ES 
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.Hid 1UM biowns ;iild Xtilvi b|:i,.k- 

fhe rclined lluciul wm!. will- d> ' I m.’l.illk 

iiv. bead', and uinrur hi:- !”U‘> 1 ';■! 
iH'iial paiicm.s and lcchnii|ir.'' Mui V'J' '■ *• 1,1 ,h «- 

lime when yming girN u»-k ii*.ir . i : m 
djcuraie their ueddine liie-.-.C'-. "'liw> i.uied i" 
deoiraic them at a very early uee '•=! nine »*i 1»»« 
and completed ilie v.,,rk only Ihlh " r u •- yeai' 
laid", cm iked Mrs Ahmed. Vnnih-.'i »viy nadi- 
iinn.il element pr>.-r« in the u'h.vi/-'n ^ the 
l.imoux "paisley" nmiii. uhn.h ■.'■ax »riuin:iM> 
inspired by i'ic m.ingn fmii. .uui ilien imn- 
duced by ihe British into tVe-wm iw.ile 
indusiry.* 

The e>inihii..ii:i<ii Eaxtern 'Intern pat- 
lenis of UiKlilii-n.il and inudeni in-mis appealed 
li> lbe eye and Usic ihe jmJaiiian ladies -aim 
au ended ihe v.eni. "The pun he 's-eip. respuii- 
si-.e.' enmniemed Mrs H.imid. .'Jdine that ii one 
»iay they eiime back i-i l-uda:i ihe; will probably 
bring mini skips 

As li*r Amin ou/gee'-. jev. leitcs. .he mojeri; 
i.s an exlcnsiim of ihe iradtin'iia! a--. Primarily a 
sculpt nr. si unci tines he feeis ih urge to wmk .*n 
s-nall pieces. Whai results is sun of "tmieluble" 
and "wearable" sculptures ih.u v-unen UMdiiiua 
i:iio inniw.iiiuii 

Amin i.iulgce applies ihe "Id '•iu-jhal lecli- 
niqnex ul jew eh y-making .iiu done-m-iuiUiny n* 
l oinpleiely new materials If c b:--n and com¬ 
puter chips. "I am »he iirsi i<- e up •ill; 
bronze jewelry in Pal ist.m. and iln i' '.|uiie iir- 
prising in the people as ihey think iT.ii i-. , -el-. arw 
obligatorily made of gold or si her. he -aid. "1 
am interested in being contemporary", he 
stressed, touchitig the inwripicd pctiJ.ml hung 


ir-.uud his neck, "ii-e to play with tlie new and 
ilie iiki and to show ih.u they actually belong to 
one." he coni owed. 

The young o: (:*•!. }2. keeps experimenting and 
.'■.-ftigirg old motif s into innovating structure’s. 
\e.tdeniiealb educated in [he history of art. he is 
I'.i.'viijjiicd by anciem civilizations. Many of the 
-•ni-lie clemcnis charaetensiic o'.' remote epochs 
came back i' 1 life i.gain in his art. The motif of 
aivhaie fo»ilizcd leaves go back to Alexander 
(he 'ireai's time, while ihe ic.xuirc of his 
"meshes" is inspired by the armors of Medtval 
kmdv.s. Tlie -coid-plated bronze nets she the 
ice.'ing --f such a texture. The riewer is encour- 
age hi touch Lhe necklaces, car-rings and pen¬ 
dants. be they meshes or inscriptions with semi- 
pre-mus stones or crystal. 

Ciulgec s ' isit to Jordan is ihe starting point of 
a new collection. "The lantoslic Jordanian weav¬ 
ing inspired me. What 1 want to do now is to 
imruJuee the geometric motifs of Jordanian 
weaving imo my jewelry and make it feel like 
Mirt of solid clothes.” he confessed. "This is why 
I like in travel: an artist is like a sponge, he is 
always al'ccied by .something new." he added. 
The ci I lection displayed :*i ihe Pakistani resi- 
•iencc i.< travelling with its designer and will be 
shown again in b-r.don un ^ December. Amin 
bnIgw' jev eir. se'ia .cry -veil both in Pakistan 
.md abit-ad. a> they co no; address just unc par- 
licuLi type of cSienliic. 'The women ihul buy 
my jewels are independent women between 16 
ami fill years old: wearing them is not a question 
of .me." he concluded. H 


A movie lover’s bliss December 
blockbusters on Orbit 


FOUR HUNDRED and filly movies arc pre¬ 
miering in December on ihe Orbit plat form 
—this iranslaies into 15 brand new nmvics 
every day! T" help new viewers lap info ihis 
ireasure-lrove of film. Orbit is nll'vring a 50'.* 
discount on the slaiidanl receiver price for 
those subscribing to tlie 24-hour premium 
movie channel Super Movies or Arabic 
movie channel A! Ool.i. includiiig ever niniv 
TV viewers to discovci iVbu's conicni rich 
channclN anil secure the digital reviver at 
half price. __ 

This discount is applica¬ 
ble for both Iirsi lime sub¬ 
scribers and existing Orbit 
subscribers. By selecting 
either one of Orbit's movie 
channels in the ample sub- • ^SwP* 1 **™* 
sviipiion menu choice tea II ' S' 
any local Orbit dealert cus- • W 
miners will immediately * 
benefit from a 5UT- dis- 
count on the hardware |V IB 

The movie channel pm- 
motion coincides with a 
new .season bringing more 

premiers than ever on ___ _ 

Super Movies—"Batman.” 

"Batman Returns.” "Batman Forever." “Tlte 
Bodyguartl." "Wyatt E-irp." "The Fogifnc.” 
“Ni.xrm." "Father of the Bride." "Foiget 
Paris.” "Franlie" are all pail of the long list of 
blockbusting movies available to Orbit 
subscribers. 

Super Movies brings big Hollywood stars 
in grace viewers’ screens in December. Kick¬ 
ing oil ihe line up on the first day of llie 
month is the action packed thriller “Demoli¬ 
tion Man." slurring Sylvester Stallone and 
Wesley Snipes, showing at 20iHKiMT. More 
premieres in line for December include the 
romantic drama “Up Close and Personal." 
slurring Michelle Pfeiffer mid Robert Red- 
ford nil 4 December al !S» 10 GMT. Other 
romantic ingredients make up "Cocktail." on 
5 December at HOT) GMT, Marring Turn 
Cruise. 

But there’s more than just romance on 
Super Movies this month. Demi Mare and 


Michael Douglas confront one another 
across the boardroom in “Disclosure" on IS 
December at 2000 GMT and on the follow¬ 
ing day 1 19 December). Sharon Stone teams 
up with .Stallone in "The Specialist’ at 2000 
GMT 

A star studded cast features in "1492: The 
Conquest of Paradise." based on the story of 
Christopher Columbus’ voyage of discov¬ 
ery. Gerard Depardieu. Sigourney Weaver 
and Anmand Assante play leading roles in 

_ this stunning interpreta- 

I jinn of Christopher 

j Columbus’ 1492 

j jinimey. 

i Brand new thrillers 

^ j include "The Big Easy," 

| starring Dennis Quaid. 

while comedy fans will 
love "Earth Girls are 
g m 9 Easy." premiering 26 

I December ut 1600 

M MllriaVfl WL 1 GMT. starring, JelT 

VI Goldblum and Geena 

j AI Oula. Orbit’s Ara- 
I hie language movie 

_I channel, prides itself in 

' iLs classic films which 
have left a deep imprint in the minds and 
memories of Arab viewers, AJ Oulu’s pro¬ 
duction team covers all Arabic anti Interna¬ 
tional Film Festivals—including Damascus. 
Cairo. Valencia, and Montpelier. The first 
Arabic channel to show dubbed international 
films. A! Oula also features in depth inter¬ 
views with imemaiinaliy renowned celebri¬ 
ties. This ultimate Arabic movie channel will 
he premiering ifirst-runi films every single 
day during Ramadan and is poised lu broad¬ 
cast new. dubbed TV' drama series. 

Aithnig AI Oulu's popular and exclusive 
in-house products is "Mahrajan Tabt Ai Mij- 
har” I Festival Under the Spotlight) showing 
the most important Arab and International 
Film festivals and "Liqua" at Ala Orbit" 
tInterviews on Ortvit)—a daily interview 
show which hosts renowned Arab producers, 
directors and actors, focusing on (he latest 
productions in the Arab world. ■ 
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Mr. Ed spills his guts. 


AGENDA 


Exhibitions 

■ Art Exhibition by the 
Jordanian Artist Ghada 
Dahdaleh continues at 
Baladna Arr Galletr rill 10 
Dec. 

■ Magical Weavings, an 
exhibition of Wall Hang¬ 
ings and Rugs by Bashar 
Kathem & others at Jordan 
Riven« Designs end Today 
4 Dec. 

■ Art Exhibition titled 
(Journeys Within) by the 
Pakistani pioneer artist 
Gulgee and his son the 
sculptor Amin Gulgee, 
opens at Jordan National 
Gallery for Fine Art con¬ 
tinues till 15 Dec. 


■ Art Exhibition - by 
Kiiaiid KhreLs continues 
at Institute Cervantes till 8 
Dec. 


Christmas Bazaar 

■ Annual YWCA Christ¬ 
inas classical choir at the 
Royal Cultural Center con¬ 
tinues till 7 Dec. 
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Programs on JTV 
from 6-12 December 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 
SATURDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Twinkle 
2.-J0—Muppet Show 
3:00—The Ultimate 
Stuntman 

4:00—Beak man’s World 
4:30—Neighbors 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Perspective 
8:00—Perfect Strangers 
8:30—Prism ” 

9:10—Time Trav 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:311—Feature Film 
12:00—Ellen 

SUNDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10— The Pink Panther 
2:30— Johnny Quest 
3:00—Energy Express 
4:00—American Chart Show 
4:30—Tarzan 
6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Kate and Ailie 
8:00—Cinema, Cinema, 

8:30—Submarines 
9:10—Renegade 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—North & South 
11:10—The Jewel in the 
Crown 

MONDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:10—The Show With the 

Mouse 

2:30— Hammer man 
3:00—Gillette Sports Special 
3:15—Riding High 
3:30—Animal Show 
4:00—Oliver Twist 
4:3ft—Neighbors 
5:15—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Murphv Broun 
8:»ft—The Health Show 
8:30—Babylon -5- 
9:10—Highlander 
10:00—News- at Ten 


r 

[: W 


Renegade, Sunday at 9: JO pm 


10:30—Emergency Room 
11:15—Cosmos' I Doc.) 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:10—Sand oca n 

2:30—C.R.O. 

3:00—Skippy 
3:30—The Album Show- 
4:30—Square One TV 
5:15—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—-You Bet Your Life 
8:00—Skeleton Coast 
8:30—Encounter 
9:10—Hollywood 
Remembers 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Magaret Volant 
11:15—Scarlet and Black 


WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Johnny Quest 
2:30—Art Box 
Island 

3:00—Spell Binder 
4:00—The Munsters Today 
4:10—Border Town 
4:30—Neighbors 
5:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—High Tech Culture 
8:00—Some One Like Me 
8:30—Challenges 
9:10—Kung-Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Land’s End 
11:00—American Gothic 

THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 




Mw*' 


Galleria I (Tel: 079 33430): A1 Maseer mzhAkj 
G alleria II {Tel: 079 33430): Conspiracy 
Philadelphia 1 (Tel: 634149): The Chamber 
Philadelphia II (Tel: 634149): Beethoven \ 2nd 
Plaza (Tel: 699238): Al Maseer (Arabic! 
Concord I (Tel: 677420): Mr Bean 
Concord U (Tel: 677420): Sleep Walken 


2:10—The World of Peter 
Rabit 

2:30—My Utile Fairy Tale 
3:00—America's Funniest 
People 

3:30—lie Shoot, He Scores 
4:00—National Geographic 
4:30— The Prime and the 
Pauper 

S:IHI—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Trivial Pursuit 
8:00—Parenthood 
8:30—Lois and Clark 
(Supermant 

9:10— Oprah Winfrey Show 
10:00—News at 'fen 
10:30—Feature Film 
12:00—Music Show 

FRIDAY 

2:00—lloly Koran 
2:141—The Adventure of 
Teddy Kuxpin 
2:30—Fred And Kurnev 
3: lift—Wish Rone 
3:30—Lucky Luke 
4:00—Family Mailers 
4:30—Natural Wonders of 
Europe 

5:00—French Programe 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Lire on the Internet 
8:00—Are you Being Served 
8:30—Adventures of Brisco 
County 
9:10—Horizon 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30— Best Seller 
11:30—Feature Him 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANpAIS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Iteles pas Itetes 
5:15—Regarde le monde 
5:30—Secrets de famille 
6:00—I.a Chine 


7:00 — Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

l. 'i'ul Jr { iihnull 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Miii!i Kids 
5:15— Regard*- le monde 
5:30 — Secrets de iainille 
A: (Ml— \ laga/ine 

/■/in: r/i.v 

7:18)—Le journal 

7:15 —Magazine pour lnus 


LUNDI 

5:00- -Iteles pas lletes 

5:15- -ReganIt le iii»n«li- 

5:30— Secrets de lamilk- 

ti:tm —"1 halussfi 

7:00—Le journal 

7:15--Magazine sduililMfue 

I m,i •,in . nil/ 

MARDI 

5:181—Iteles pas heies 
5:15—Kegarde It monde 
5:30 — Secrets de Tamille 
A:00--Sa\oii' plus saitle 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—(Iricnl Mir Seine 

MERCREDI 

5:181— Micro kids 
5:15 — Kegarde le minute 
5:30 - Secrets de Iainille 
6:181 —I shuaia 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—E= MA 

JEUDI 

5:1M1—1.'in vile de mari|ue 
5:30—Etoiinaiit el ririilc 
7:181—i.e journal 
7:15—Le dessmis lies cartes 

VENDREDI 

5:30—Le ueuvitme jour 
7:481—I.e journal 

7:15—Magazine 

Ml- -1,. ;• rrr 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


H 12 13 M 


15 16 17 19 |9 


|10 111 [13 113" 


{36 127 128 


132 133 134 


150 |51 


ACROSS 
1 Feudal slave 

< 5 Cotton 

packer 

| 10 Gives a traffic 
bckeiKi 

i !4 Diva's defighi 

I 1C Runoff to 

16 Mother of 
Romulus and 
Remus 

17 Carr/on 

20 Conclude 

21 Stir up 

22 Coeurcf— 

23 Peal 

24 Bemoan 

26 Active art 

piece 

29 Road 
shoulders 

30 Prayer word 

31 American 
detomat, 

Stas 

32 Actress 
Arthur 

35 Canyon 

39 Torrid 


40 Mean 

41 HeraiJc 
band 

42 Redacts 

43 Duplicates 
45 Reefs 

47 Like nrSng 
horses 

48 Sao—. 

Brazd 

49 Scram 1 

50 F&fi 

53 Cany on 

57 Spanish 
miss: a bbr. 

58 Mid-terms 

59 Impobte 

60 Shortly 

61 Cun 

62 Hardy gnl 

DOWN 

1 Japanese 
beverage 

2 — gobragh! 

3 Outer coating 

4 Rage 

5 In thepasl 

6 Michael 

Cane movie 


EVEW0NE WANTS 
TO SO TO 

mm, 

BUT NO ONE 
WANTS TO PIE. 


7 Lounge 

8 Graph or 
tome start 

9 ML unit 

10 Baron and 
earl, eg 

11 U.S. Wee 
Preadem 
Barkley 

12 Titan 

13 Wise 

IB Spoken 

19 Tongs' 

partner 

23 Fob measure 

24 FcAaceous 

25 Florentine 
river 

26 Ratio of 
speed to 
sound 

27 MeMte opus 

28 Bowed 

29 Root 
vegetables 

31 Does 
housework 

32 Dobbin's 
domicie 

33 Fra name it 


mysteries 
34 Citrus coolers 

36 Not alfresco 

37 Capture 
36 Furniture 

material 

42 Camed by 
the wind 

43 Select 

44 Crazy as a 

45 —ifiac 

46 — vwrk (Twe) 

47 Wood fillers 

48 Annie Oakley 

49 Take me lead 

50 Mystery item 

51 Name in 
autos 

52 Changes 
color 

54 Soak (tax 

55 Lizzie 
Borden's 
weapon 

56 Works by 
Klee 



Programs are subject to change by JTV 
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—TfflS WEEK’S— j 1 

HOROSCOPE , 

By Linda Black I 


Weekly Tip: Secrets will be 
revealed, you can count on thal. if 
you've got anything you want to keep 
confidential, hctler make sure it's cov¬ 
ered up. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Travel 
looks good, if you can find the money. 
Your superiors are in a cantankerous 
mood. No point in arguing. Just do 
what you’re told. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20k Money's 
light partially because you want to 
spend too much of it. If you have any¬ 
thing saved up you might he able to 
take a nice excursion. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). An 
argumentative person just about drives 
you crazy. The pruhlcm is. he or she is 
right. The money is available, but 
there's too much work required. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). You’re 
almost too busy to have fun. Brief 
momcnLs will he enjoyable, however. 
Your partner has ail kinds of great 
ideas. Take notes. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Love blos¬ 
soms. You'll he having so much fun 
you may forget to go to work. The 
job's really lough. Keep al it. it's get¬ 
ting you closer to your drettms. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-SepL 22). Your 
home is the place lo be. A very roman¬ 
tic development could occur there. 
Work together lo achieve your dreams. 

Libra (SepL 23-OcL 23). Use your 
amazingly brilliant mind lo solve a 
difficult problem. Originality and 
ingenuity arc required 

Scorpio (OcL 24-Nov. 21). Don't 
ask for money from an older person. 
You’ll just make the situation worse. 
Practice a tough job to improve your 
skills. This will come in handy later. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
You're lucky. So push your advan¬ 
tage. it should be especially profitable 
in the areas of romance, but nut with 
an older person. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Finish 
up. old business before somebody nags 
you. They might think it's funny, but 
you most likely won't he amused. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You 
and your friends will have a marvelous 
time. Impetuous action will work out 
for the best. If you don’t understand 
the assignment, don’t pretend you do. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Contact 
with a foreigner could lead lo riches. 
You and your friends can generate 
even more. It will be fun working 
together. 







t mm 

urn 



•v <mp* 




CONSPIRACY THEORY 







OTTAWA CONFERENCE 
TO BAN ANTI-PERSONNEL LANDMINES 
2 .4 DECEMBER 1997 
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de Varmee israelienne : attention terrain mine ! 


„■.... -i ,‘vfant'i uni vie i/n victunes dcs munitions abandon nets par i armee israetknne sur des terrains 
^ /■ association llciscltm dv defense dcs droits de VHommc. Ymgt-huitpenonnes onttrmtveta. 
r.Manures s»lit son vent graves, indique Saga Kadman. une enquetnee de l association. Lei 
, ! k repvihtant de jouer ies buns eleves a l’occasion de la conference d f Ottawa qui * ’acfiev* 


free::; V '-V mcssurc' '••til .««»»«.«« ***'&- ---V- --S- -.... . , , . - .J12 

} v ,. . v ■ y,:, ecr.aulant de jouer ies huns eleves a I’uccasion de la conference d Ottawa qui f acheve _ ii\ 

:: r ,.. fa : i wile pills de cent pays doivent signer la convention interdisant cnmpiitement lesntmes 

.rt V. : A'.v.v .! Israel n i ntend pax signer cc trade. if sera present pourfaire valoir«son experience medicate . ^ 
uanV ;rai lenient vi !a rcliiihilitalitm de victims des mines*, exptique tin pone-parole du nuuistiredcs Azores -fig 




pas puss b e fic les clinurtT'*, repuna nn pone-panne ae i s I *7 7rriI7T T .. • 

nnnlemenf pn trfni-pfnQ nn > f ar /***"- ,<n * 14 ««* a ^ vement hlcss * cn p rumcnani .^ n ^i m ^ aou ^ v . s t on .^^: Lane toutesi^ 20 uanui&dm& 

P P ^ AAA C AA L v 11 A A CllL\g 0.1. O LA LA l3 A Cl 1 qu’U vfu-vunehtiit a iixpluse en paKsnni snr nnv mine. Lc berger est aujourd hui handicapc & plus de 80%. . *•-- =•*•* 
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Politique 

: implosion en vue 

Aprcs son echec awe elections legislatives , le Parti national 
constitutionncl semble avoir les pires difficultes a presenter itn 
front uni. Histoire raccourcie d’un parti qui a eu 
Ies yeux plus gros que le ventre. 


Portrait 



Ab- 
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Que S© pUSNL*- 
c-il .111 P.irii naliunal 
cunsliiuiuninc! 

(PNC) 7 Lc lie- 
jcuuc pani -iieu) 
nmis de\i-tone e- 

euncu puur one le 
premier parti du 
myaii me el suiimu 
enrurer I'iiilliicnee 
du Fnmi J’.\eii«in ls- 
iamique iFAh. sutil- 
IVc dejii de viei Hes¬ 
se : anemic, paraly¬ 
se, laihlcvses ei cs- 
MiilllemcnLs. Le.s 
problenies du PMC 
uni commence deu\ 
mm's iivani ies tier- 
nieres eleeiiun.s k 4 - 
gislalive.s Plusieiirs 
memhies du parli sc 
soiu retires. Lc presi¬ 
dent lui-menie Akel 
a I-Pa ve/ a demi.s- 
siunne cn aeeusaiii l.i 
direct i« m. uuuuii- 
inent le secretaire goner: 1 
dul H;idi Wujnli 
-i/oy'i'fiwiir-. 

Le patli a I'llicielleincill pre- 
seme 12 cjiididats aux elec¬ 
tions : deux seulenient ont tail 
leur entree a la Clumbre Jes 
depiilc.s. Un eeliec cuisani. Au- 
jouid'htii scs tlirieeaiiLs preien- 
dem compter 17 memhres du 
PNC parmi Ies deputes. IK out 
ajoiiie ton- le.s cumiidnl.s 

• lurtifs-. eesi-.i-diiv tous ceux 
qui. durum la e.inipaeiie cleelu- 
rale. asaieui cache leur lien 
a'tfe lc parti pour ne pas peoJrc 
Ies \ni\ trihales. I.e PNC mm til 
stinsi reussi j iiinner tin bloc 
parlemeftlaia*. baptise .1/ IVitaq 

• rAccord i. ounpiani unc iine- 
taiite de deputes, lueme si tuiLs 
n’rtni pas la cane du pani. Brel’, 
tout semble allot pou: k* illicit 

Ambitions 

Punnant. dix jours .nant 
l inaucuratiun Jc )a session par- 
lenientairc. pendant laquelle le 
president de la Chumhre esi clu. 
Abdul Hadi M.ijali a annonce 
•qu'il ne serai l pas eandiduL Le 
parli qui. il y a quelqties mnis. 
avail le snutien tacile de 
I'appareil d'Eun til etait le seuJ ii 
WnSficier d'tiitc honne eouver- 
lurc niediatique a la television) 
parait aujourd hui reduit i un 



1 / jir*^ KHi 


Fathieh Saoudi ou le combat 

Elle *st la presidente-courage de Vassociation medicale jordano-frangaise q\ 
inaugure aujourdhui son Seme congres d Amman II afallu 

Cl Fathieh Saoudi , la Jordanienne , pour decouvnr qui ellg etqJt.^ ^ 
une revolutionnaire-a visage humain. 




So?a hs s’!© a ire enm- 

i hoik e en l ,| 4 l * ii Amman. Elle 

'.•■it le join dan- une lamilie 
quelle deerit aii|»»urd'hui 

coniine ct.int ;i la l'«»is 

■■!rii.h:i>>nneil'- rt in,’derm- 
line dv ces 1 ami He- imnihreuses 


Lc PNC cxistera-t-il encore pour son congres prevu cn mai 98 ? 
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parti com me les autres. 

Scion lc depute Ghazi jl- 
Favcz. un ancicn diriecani de- 
missiunaire du PNC. celui-ei 
risque dc connaitrc «Jcs cveiic- 
nu-nts drumatiques - : 

- AttrihJcz-vnus a t'imploxitin 
inmiinenlc du pani-. n’a-t-il 
pas hesile 3 prunostiquer. Au- 
trcnicnl dit sent encore it pre- 
mir des demissions massives 
•ipres i'hemorraeie d'avant Tes 
elections ct ires probaMcment 
le retablissement des partis qui 
axaient lusionne en mars der¬ 
nier pour continuer lc PNC. A 
cet euard. Anis Mou’acher. an- 
eien seerdtaire general d'un dc 
ecs partis, \ient de signer un ar¬ 
ticle djns un quotidien Cette 
reprise de parole apres des mois 
•Jc silence sous la chape de 
plomh du PNC pourrail tire le 
signe precurseur dune pru- 
chaine scission. 

-Son. rvplique Hakam 
Kheir. un des dirigeants du 
PNC. noire parti sc portc bicn 
cl lc danger dc desagnegution 
n'cxisic pus II s’nttaque ainsi it 
ceux qui dilTuscnt de 
-mauvaises informations• sur 
lc PNC. C'est pourtant lc merne 
horn me qui a reeonnu le recul 
du parti apres les dleetions '.*Le 
prt/ccssus de fusion n'u pas cu 
lc temps d'aller jusqu'au bout-. 


a-t-il admis en snulignum des 
-Incline*- rnire In direction ei 
la base du parli. II \cut ernire 
cependant quo ic pmchain 
congres en mai ‘W tranchcra 
tous les paiblemes : -Ceux t/ia 
ecu lent channel- In dircciion. 
qu'il :v viennent ou <-/>n;:rc.\ 

rcpete-t-il. 

Scion les nhservatoms, lc. 
JitTiculies du pani ne sont pa* 
fbrtuites : une decision au plus 
haul niveau du pou voir an rail 
ele prise pnur reduire le PNC 
En fail, il a perdu loui imcrci 
qu:tnd les islamistes ont decide 
de boy cotter le seruiin. Ensuite. 
il semble qpu’un ail reprochi* a Ja 
direction du PNC ses amhitioiis 
hegemoniques sur 1’upp.ireil 
d'Etat. Dans un pn.'pos tenu en 
anut dernier. Abdul Hadi Maja- 
Ii aurait conlle que -j/ Ic H.\'C 

ohictuiit -10 sieves on plus duns 
la prochaine Chamhre. il re¬ 
clame rail le droil deftuwer Ic 
goitvenn-meni -. Autremeni da. 
il s’avouait partisan d une iftcr- 
nance du pouvuir en Jordan ic. 
On cotnprcnd que de lelles vel- 
leites aient pu agaeer dans les 
hautes spheres de I'Etat haehe-. 
mile. ■ 

Suleiman Sweiss 


perdre liberie, alors un jour. 
F.tthief 1 .i ampc -o un *.es chc- 
'eu\ pom a Her jouer 

duns 1.1 iiv .-we les autres cn- 
r.mis. I'm > udole-sente. elle rc- 
liise dc v. 1 n.uier ires jcune 
coimile rune «.le scs Mi-iirs 
■liikw : elle 'em •Icvenir mede- 
ein. 

Dans les camps 

«./{(unc iilb l.r->c dc- etude-, 
passe encore mats que pour 
tela, tile parte a lelrangei. il } 
.1 nn p.is que lc pure dc Fathieh 
Ituncliir.i p'Uiitant. ■ Onand .v 
ml uh ii! lour, mini pefe eh til 
pin.- flexible pan •' que Moima. 
pitr c.icinple. tit ait deid qnif/c 
la muixon p,uu les nudes-. 
Fathieh admire chcz sa grande 
Nfvur v.wr 1 ■mirage ei sa ««/»</- 
• ite 1 rlrr 1 n rcviihc,inn duns 
une %.'i'■ •/■' i uusenutriee-. 
i\iouua dc. icndr.i le cclchrc 
'■ctilpiem qiie I on suit. l”c>i die 
qui encourage Fathieh a xenir 
la rejoindre en France eu lonq 
pour ctuJier i.i medecine ct qui 
i’.ude a appreudre lc I rani a is. 
.ie vmtlais eiuan r hi medi cine 
pom den:. e\p/iqiie-(- 

'elle. preiniereinent jut veeu 
I rex jeitne la s> - ft ranee des re- 
fugie.x ptileMviicnx dt }u vuenr 
dc l'»,~ n j'ui a mi/iris le b>-- 
.vci;»; invent J,-\ •.emecs medi- 
eaiL\ danx ees cm ■ instances el 
ileuxicmemem paree qu'enlani. 
i'lii etc 1 rex nniludr «•/ depths, je 


.mi/a i in tense de sarmr 
<■«■.//// sc pussc dans lc 
■ or/is h mm tin". 

Cost aussi cn 
France quelle Uecou- 
\re son ideniile arube 
et son besoin d'aider 
lc- l-’alcstinicns : -A 
I'cpihfuc. /■ • sen 1 ais 
que. piircc que j'etais 
An the. je Jcvais emn- 
h. it 1 re /•iwr In iau.se 
patcslinieiuiC". En 
l' r 77. apres avoir ter- 
mitie son cur-us uni- 
UTsii.iire. elle se rend 
au Li ban uvee un 
gvoupc de medeeins 
pour irai aii/er dans les 
camps palest iniens. 

Elle > reste jusqu'en 
l l, K2 et I'invasion is¬ 
raelienne. 

Lcxperienec de 
Fathieh Saoudi au Li- 
han houlcv erse sa vie 
prolcssiumidle ct hu- 
muine : -An Lihun. 
t rr.it/ men premier 
travail el e'est tit-hav 
./in- nii 1 philuM>/ihiv dr 
le, w. s'exl !• •mice 

M.ilgrc rinvasion is- 
ladienne. la jcune 
let n me ehoisit de 
fester .111 Li ban. Elle y 
\it la I'nislration ct le.s 
soiillr.mees des 

t’enrmcs el des enfants 
de la guerre. Elle ir.i- 
\:tille alors Jans un 
hripiutl sans eledricite 
et rente chaque jour 
ik -iiiixer cmnmc elle 
peut des vies hu- 
maines. J\ti vtt des 
enlan is maitrir suns 
qtte je pttissc fuirc tptoi que cc 
soil purer que e'ctaii insulubrc 
el qu'il n'v avail pas c/sscz dc 
mcdtcamcilis. Lemoigne Fa- 
thieh. »■ »'\7 snriom la xonj- 
irance dcs- femmes cl dcs en¬ 
fant s fuyam I curs maisons sons 
les bnmbiirdcmcni.s pour alter 
chert her de /'can el de \u nour- 
rilurc qui m'a inttchec. Lc U- 
han c.si alors Jeveiut man pays, 
j'ai senti que j'en foixais par- 
lie-. Dc scs annees tcrrihles. 
elle cent un livrc. L'Oubli rc- 
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;i eri 1990 jvrthf doetre^ 
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• fams. 
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du norite 

pense qui fa beaucoup - W 2 £-- y - l %. ? 1 
quee : •Pour. Id prehnerrfdis^r/Z. I 



«Au Liban. la souffrance des femmes et des enfants fbyant leurs 
maisons sous Ies Jjombardements pour alter chercher de l’eau et 
de la nourriture m'a beaucoup toucheev. Fathieh Saoudi 7 


bcUc-Bexroittk 82. ou elle ra- 
eonlc son experience : ■ Cc li- 
vre a represents ttn snulagc- 
meni pnur mot car cc que 
j avais i ccu ir. avail heam\ u;> 
cheque-. 

«Prot£ger le reve» 

Apres le Liban, Fathieh re- 
loume en Jordanie qu’elfc re- 
trouve apres plus de douze ans 
d’absence. Elle apprend a red^- 
couvrir un pays qui a beaucoup 
change depuis son adolescence. 


Apres quelques temps dans le 
secteur public, die decide 
d'ouvrir sa propre Clinique ; 
-Atve man diplomc ohicim cn 
France, cc n’csi pas facile de 
travuiUer dans le secteur pu¬ 
blic. j’ai done otivert une cli- 
nique prix-ec. Pourtant. pour 
moi, la sunte reslc un droit 
public*'. ParalldemenL "elK 
crce F association mddicale jor- 
dano-Frani^aise, dont elle de-' 
vient la presidente. En fait. 
I'associaiion esi nde en France 


MalgrS tous ses souvenitS;.de^-^v 
guerre. Fathieh Saoddrrte.in^f^ iffrss '■ 
decin. I'avocatc duTgenpr- 
main, reste profon&Snjem’gaie \ y&f 
et optimiste : *Eh pctismt qucfyjtg 1 ' 
demain sera me 'ttteur. jt 
protegee ic rdi?». 

• •Fathieh- ^Sawa'dF'^ 

moi, I'icritiuefest une jtattileY ? -.>V 

fpfon de sefpvl les iod&s*: 7} 

EHe a pubtie: _ ’ • -if 

guide pour la marntm, vlSWj^' 
enarabe ' •/(*' 

- L'Oubli rebeUe-BeprotM ^^^r T: 

■ 1985, en franpais ; V r.]':*■. /■ 

- Les conditions straabes e£Z ’ - . i 

sanitaircs des Palestinieas tat'j v 
Liban , 1979, en Cran^ais eten -; .- j 
arabe. • • ':+ v; .■ 

• #Le - Seme : congres^ de "-tf 
rassodadqn mfdicale jqrda^ >? 
ne-fran9a0e. se tiendra aur 
jonrd’hui et dnnriflin fliaTCdi rT&js' 
tre cultorel royal Th&n«^ipK/- 7 - 

• principal: «Lcs scans desani^-Y 
te primaire : present et .aVe-. ';?. ^- 
nu>. 


Cestlavie 

L'agenda culturel d' Amman 

Conference 

Au cours de cette conference-debat. Jacques de 
Maio. directeur du OCR a Amman, vous convie a 
irueu\ comprendre le role de la Croix Rouge dans 
la region mais aussi comprendre la terrible actuali- 
te humnnitaire. Fondee en 1S63 par Henri Dunant, 
in Croix Rouge assure depuis plus d'un Steele 
1 assistance nu\ blesses de guerre ou d'tme 
maniere plus large tous les traumarismes de la 
guerre. Tolitiquement neutre, elle est presente 
partout dans le monde. Lundi 8 decembre a 18h30 
au Centre culturel Fran^ais. Renseignements au 
637009/636445. 


Exposition 

Ou 1 on redecouvre le parcours artistique 
d Amnxar Khammash, le designer qui habille les 
interieurs prices et publics jordaniens. Jusqu'au 12 
decembre au CCF. 

Cinema-Special BD 

Tallin cl / affaire Toitmesol (noire photo). Dessin ani- 
me, couleurs, non sous-titre. Tintin et le capitaine 
Haddock reussiront-ils a retrouver le professeur 
Tournesol ? Lundi 8 decembre a 18h00 et 20h30 
au CCF. 
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Enfance 

pour la lecture 

La journee mondiale de Venfance est prevue le 14 decembre 
prochain. A cette occasion , Ie Jourdain vous propose de decouvrir 
une association jordanienne qui travaille sur la lecture des enfants 
dans les zones les plus defavorisees d'Amman. 





L'association des 

amis des enfants a ete crcce 
deux ans avant Je deuxj^mc cxii 
palestinien en Jordanie cn 
1967. Son objectif: souicnir les 


Tumi lies ct Ici'nie dans 
I'eilucntion des enfants. Eilc 
realise sa premiere grande ac¬ 
tion en crtvifit une biWiotheque 
dans le hairmcnt de la inunici- 
paittc U‘Amman : 2iM livres 


Un petit fran^ais sur 10 illettre 

L'illettrisme a longtemps ete un sujet tabou en 
France et les informations & son propos restent ires sen- 
sibles. Ainsi, les rdsultals d'uoe enqnete menee par 
1'OCDE sur les performances comparees de difFervnts 
pays en matiere de lecture ont-ils ete occultes en France, 
d'tme part parce qu'ils 6taient particulierement desavan- 
tageux pour i'hexagone, d'autre part parce que la me¬ 
thod e utilise par les enqueteurs paraissait sujette a con¬ 
troverts. 

Quen est-3 exactement ? Les chi fires fiwrais par 
I'Observatoire national de la lecture sont tres dairs : 
•Oix enfants sur cent vont A I'ecate pendant plus de dix 
ans et en sortent sans savoir lire un texte court et simple : 
dix autres peinent pour en tirer les informations les plus 
ividentes*. Ce handicap a fort peu de chances d'etre leve 
au cours des annees qui Striven! puisque, «sur cent eleves 
en difficuili en sixieme, 94 te sons encore en classe de troi- 
siime». A plus long terroe, c'est, pour un dloyen sur dix, 
La promesse d'une exclusion culturelie el sociale. En effet 
si an XlXeme sidde, Ja France comptait davautage 
d'analphabetes avec environ 50 % d'individus ddpour- 
yus de competence en matifere de lecture et d'ecriture, 
ceux-d se trouvaieut pour la plupart, malgr^ leur handi¬ 
cap, parfaitement Lntegr& dans la vie sociale et econo- 
mique. Les iUettr&s d'aujourd'hui, qui, a des degres di¬ 
vers, £prouvent des difficnltes S lire et a ecrire, sont dans, 
leur immense majority des exclus sociaux. ■ 

Le Jourdain 


M»nl alors. placet, dans les ra¬ 
yons. L'idde a plu aux enfants 
qui viennent de plus en plus 
nombrrux duns cc lieu de iec- 
lua*. L'association etahlir done 
il'autres centres du me me type 
dans (cs zones les plus peuplees 
: sur les sept constmits. six se 
skueni dans les camps dc rd fu¬ 
gles pulestinicns. -A Vccole, on 
news e/ftrinail tics rcchcrchcs ci 
filin’ mtiix je ii'etraii pas les 
innycu.x dv me payer dcs livres. 
c‘e\'l pnnrqnni j’uUuis souvem d 
la hihlitnhcquc dc 1'tissoctiuion 
qui sc siiuc ti calc dc chez 
mai-. raeonte Fudi. 22 ans. au- 
jourd'hui Ctudiant a Cuniversitd. 

Leerivain ei president dc 
I'nssociaiion Rawdah AI Hud- 
hud .dccrit son imvuil comme 
- imr vtiloiifc dc plus de 3(1 ans 
dc camhanrc les retards vultu- 
rvls. sitiiiltiirrs ct suciaux dans 
ies milieux popuiuirex*. Le pn> 
gnimmc est ambiiieux el repose 
sur unc multitude de *pcuu»>* 
serviecs : Ja foumiture de limes 
ct dc revues aux habitants, sur 
place un .service dc prets et ik: 
plHUocopic.s bon march^. la lec¬ 
ture d'histnires aux perils en- 
funts qui ne savent nt lire ni 
(Scrire. rorgani.sation dc sorties 
el de dubs d'etd. Cenuins cen- 
ires prupnsent aussi des cours 
dc dessin ct de musique voire 
merne un souiien en malhetna- 
(tques ct en langues h dcs prix 
derisoires. Mais si I’associaiion 
des amis dcs enfants a'multiple 


scs uciivii^s iconferences, cine¬ 
ma, expositions...), sa princi¬ 
pal nctivili est conceainSc sur 
le Irvre. L’an passS, tous les 
centres om panicipe au con- 
cours Passeport pour Uj lec¬ 
ture : les enfants devaient line 
plusieurs ouvrages dom ils par- 
laient ensuite devani les differ- 
ents responsables de 
l'association, le temps d'un 
goflicr a . la municipality 
d' Amman. 

Aujourdhui les diffiSrentcs 
biblioth&ques de i’associaiion 
compte plus de 20.000 livres cn 
rayons et plus de 127.000 per¬ 
sonnel. sont venues les consul- 
icren 1995. ■ 

Chedid Abdallah 



Dans les milieux traditionnels, de nombreuses jeunes filies 0; 
ne vont pas au bout de leurs etudes en raison de id pees- : ^ ' : 
sionfamiliale. 


25% quittent l’ecole avam 16 att^ 




A premiere •vue. les statistiques 

som plutot encoumgeamcs. Dans te rapport 
annuel de fUniccf, 9S% des enfants jorda¬ 
niens sont scolarisfs en primaire mais 
quand arrive ie temps du lyafe, ies choses 
se gatent avec 25% de garpons et dc lilies 
qui ont quia£ I'&olc avam 16 ans. Les rai¬ 
sons sont diverses : Jes fiJIcs se marient 
tr&s tot. doivent aider aux travaux dc la 
maison, sent interdites d'dtudes par leur fa¬ 
mine qui respectc la tradition ou refuse de 
les voir partir etudier loin du foyer ; les 


garqons se metient A traveller J 1 - 

lout dans le milieu agricole ou se -& ■ 

vent livrds a eux-mameS 2i ia smte irriri;^- 
d&es, d'un divorce ou tfun lone ' 

des parents.- ..: . 

Une dizaine d'associarions -regroiro6fefe " ; 'V 
dans i Organisation jordaaiehne ^ - 

nations de charity travaJltent i proret’^i; ^ ’ ; _ 
uon et a I'&lucarioDde i'enrance: ' < 

vnillAnl Honnir 1DDO __ .n'_i___ ' ■' 1 
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Provocative ‘hamsun 
reveals complex life 
of writer-poet 


THE STAR 11 


The maestro who made 

his marque at Mercedes 


By Kevin Thomas Ev 

HOLLYWOOD-a little ££’»: - 
girl approaches a tall, dis- .is 

[inguished-looking old IHIHfeL. 
man. throws a book at 
. him and, sayinc her 
mother told her to. asks. 

“Why did you become a 
uoitorT' In his rcmarka- 

minute “Hamsun." vete- [Q 

ran . Swedish writer* 

director Jan Trocll sue- ■V33p«3Mj|||Sg 

ceeds stunningly in mak- - '• Jffi KifiMpBl 

ing us understand how 

Norwegian novelist and -. 

poet Knul Hamsun, win- ,* r ■•^V- ~ ■ 

ncr of the 1920 Nobel L 

Prize for literature, came m ^ c *-' V 

to he one of the few JqL~ ~ 

major European artists tn i n ~n»■ \ 

support Hitler. “ ~‘ 

•As Hamsun, Max Von Sydow crowns u Iona, 
distinguished and richly varied career with argu¬ 
ably his greatest portrayal, of a literary lion in 
winter, a great, tragically naive writer coming ir> 
terms with his failures as a man and as*a patriot 
as he copes with encroaching aste. 

The epic scale comes naturally to Troell. long 
one of Sweden’s finest filmmakers and besr 
known for ‘The Emigrants” and its sequel. 'The 
N e w Land." The saga of Hamsun, whom the 
king of Norway proclaimed was his country's 
very soul, demands such scope, even though 
Hamsun is already 76 when we meet him in 
1935. It is a darkening period for Hamsun, suf¬ 
fering from a loss of self-respect over his long¬ 
term writer’s block, us well as For all of Europe. 

Marie (formidable Ghitta Norby. grande dame 
of Norway's actresses), his 22-years-younger 
wife of nearly 30 years, lashes out at him in her 
despair for having made her give up her career 
as an actress, for banishing their four children 
from his presence as soon as they disturbed the 
peace he demanded as a writer and. above all, 
for hailing to live up to the ideals he proclaimed 
in his work. 

Their marriage has deteriorated to the point 
that Hamsun leaves his immense country manor 
house to go off to live in an inn in Oslo for a 
year. What brings the Hamsuns to the point of a 
wnry truce i* their common admiration for 
Adolf Hitler. 

The impassioned speeches of Norwegian Nazi 
leader Vikun Quisling stressing idealism, family 
solidarity and respect and opportunity for 
women enthrall Marie, whose several books for 
children have been popular in Germany. (During 
World War II even youngsters knew "quisling" 
as an expression meaning "traitor.") Hamsun 
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loathes the imperialism of the British and buys 
into Hitler's promise that Norway will have u 
more prominent role to play in the new world 
order. 

Marie swiftly becomes an all-out Nazi con¬ 
vert and her facility in German, a language her 
increasingly deaf husband does not speak, 
causes her to speak for him. often in terms more 
strongly than he actually believes or states. No 
wonder Hamsun’s longtime publisher remarks 
in dismay to a colleague in regard to his client. 
’To think that the Germans have such a magic 
flute at their disposal.” 

It’s only when the German Army of Occupa¬ 
tion starts turning Norway "into a blood bath.” 
to borrow the description Hamsun uses in a 
humiliating visit to Hiller to plead to the Fuhrcr 
to stop destroying Norway, that Hamsun begins 
to grasp the specter of Nazi evil. With the end of 
World War U Hamsun commences the final, 
most dramatic chapter of his life. 

When you consider the countless movies that 
sail by without a thought in mind il is amazing 
what “Hamsun" accomplishes. 

It is above all a cautionary tale about the artist 
isolating himself from the world and from his 
family at great peril, it is a love story at its most 
tempestuous and agonized. Il is a World War II 
picture told from an unusual and provocative 
perspective, and os such, a splendid period 
piece. H is a haunting portrait of valium old age. 

As formal in style as Von Sydow’s Hamsun 
is, it «s work of profound psychological insight, 
grasping firmly the conflicting motives and 
emotions of the human heart, “Hamsun” is eas¬ 
ily one of the year’s finest films. ■ 


LA Tunes- Washington Post News Service 


By Haig Simonian 

HIS NEW base, part of a sprawling 
product development complex being 
built at the company’s massive Sin- 
dcifingen plant near Stuttgart. i*. light 
years away from his previous office in 
a nondescript block rented from the 
(css-ihan-fumous Louis London fash¬ 
ion group. 

Both locations, however, seem 
equally incongruous for the man who. 
for many, represents the conscience of 
Mercedes-Benz. Italian by birth. Ger¬ 
man by adoption and a sell-styled Vic¬ 
torian gentleman to behold. Bruno 
Sacco has been the man behind the 
look of Mercedes-Ben/ vehicles for 
the past 23 years. 

He started as a 25-year-old sty list in 
1958. moving on to become head >•] 
bodywork design in 1*>7D and chief of 
styling four years later. No individual 
has had mure influence on the appear¬ 
ance of the company’s products. "1 
started on the >3(h of January so it 
will he 40 years next year." he 
reflects. 

i first mcL him two years ago when 
Merccdcs-Bcm was just starting on 
the biggest product blitz in its history. 
As a treat, he ended our interview hy 
wheeling out ihe shapely convertible, 
which had just been displayed to huge 
acclaim at the Turin motor show. 

It was already an open secret that 
the car would form the basis fur a 
future roadster, now known as the 
SLK. Still secret, however, were the 
bigger CLK coupe, the US-built M 
Class sports utility vehicle and. above 
all. the gawky, high-sided. A Class 
hatchback (now being modified at con¬ 
siderable expense after being in the 
news recently for all the wrong 
reasons). 

All are familiar now. and the coin 
pany's next big product launch is mu 
due until the S Class limousine next 
year. Yet. in spite of their diversity, all 
the new models can be spotted 
instantly for their family resemblance 
to what many say is the best-known 
car brand in the world. 

W'hut has it been like to steer the 
world’s most conservative car 
company through such a transfer 
mutton? And how has it been 
done without endangering the 
distinctive identity on which 
so much of the brand's suc¬ 
cess has been based? 


S.iccii home*, hi immediately on the 
dilemma of Mercedes-Benz. “Until the 
kite 19K*is, vie maintained a very rigid 
corporate image." he says. "But. as we 
developed »*ur range, especially down¬ 
ward-.. we decided uc would retain 
our overall corporate look but develop 
a diiferent identity tor each model 
line." 

He Mre-sc-: "We wanted to show 
mu imaein.iiioii. We certainly didn't 
u.mi m he a monument in every 
range.” 

But uon i viulry Mercedes-Benz 
•’ii> ci- he ciui.'u.-c-J and. perhaps. 
.iiiiio\l.' hy .ill these unusual new 
products, not i<> meniion their arriviste 
buyei- A Her nii. I note, marketing 
men are always talking about endan¬ 
gering "branii equity." 

Sacco -ay-: “We could have 
designed the \ Clas- as a more con- 
icnin'iul car. But then, it would have 
Iven without personality.'* Form, it 
seem-, i- not entirely subservient to 
luiiLiiou. eien for as clear a thinker 
■is he is. Bui iie concedes that, in spite 
of i evolutionary new products, 
-ohriei) remain- appropriate for some 
model-. 

Tlic-c seem r.uher radical thoughts 
h»r a man who regularly refers to “ira- 
ditinii'" in defining his job. and whose 
very appear.nice scents to embody 
Mercedes-Ben/ values of huttoned-up 
elegance. Vet. maintaining the brand’s 


Merccdcc ML32-0 
Class M 


reputation, while piloting its diversifi¬ 
cation. does not seem so paradoxical 
the way Sacco describes iL “We knew 
the success of these products would be 
dictated by their design." be says. 

Sacco argues ihat if you rework an 
established model, you'can afford to 
be restrained, even a little dull. “But 
when you're entering a new niche, as 
with the M Class or the SLK. the 
design must please at once. We tried to 
come up with ears which would he 
well received by the public 
immediately." 

Sacco is confident of success. But 
there is no hint of personal arrogance 
about him. 'There are no Sacco prod¬ 
ucts. Only Sacco team products," he 
says. "1 couldn't have done much with¬ 
out a good team. Maybe assembling it 
has been one of my strengths.” 

Like other designers of his genera¬ 
tion. Sacco no longer styles cars him¬ 
self. ”1 sd dom sketch. I prefer to talk 

to my colleagues." 

The design centre, a fan-shaped 
building located in a comer of the new 
development centre, should certainly 
stimulate that. Designed by Renzo 
Piano an Italian architect who had 
much to do with the famed Pompidou 




Centre in Paris (along with Britain's 
Richard Rogers) as well as many other 
innovative buildings it is all glass par¬ 
titions and open spaces. 

What can we expect from the con¬ 
sensus-driven discussions that will 
take place once the new centre is fully 
staffed? 

Sacco is reticent. But he recalls my 
original distaste for the twin efiip- lical 
headlights which remain the most dis¬ 
tinctive feature of the mid-sized E 
Class range. 

1 admit that the headlights hate 
grown on me since our last chat, 
although they seem to have been eve- 
cured more elegantly on the later CLK 
Sacco agrees. 

He says that experience with the E 
Class, and improved headlamp tech¬ 
nology. meant the CLK’s lights could 
be made that little bit smaller. 
‘They're a bit more delicate.” he adds. 
“You'll he seeing more of them.” 

The interview ends with me wonder¬ 
ing. as 1 did the last time, who could 
possibly take on Sacco's mantle once 
he steps down. ■ 
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Reasons for NT 5.0 being winner of OS wars in the ME: 

Survival of the 6 thinnest’ 


By Jabra Ghneim 

Special l» The Slur 
FOR MILLIONS of users nil 
over ihe world, the biggest 
question alter Ihe first quarter 
of next year will be which 
Operating System fOSj to 
chouse. For users with Latin 
based languages choices will 
he nbundjnl. 

On one hand they can 
choose between NT 5.0. 
Rhapsody (the new version of 
the Mac OS lor power users). 
the Be OS. and Intranetware 
from Novell. Ail of these 
OSes have one thing in com¬ 
mon: all of them are designed 
m run on corporate servers. 
Each of them tries id offer the i 
hest in preemptive multitask- j 
ing. multithreading. Java sup¬ 
port. low administration I 
costs, and a solution for l 
building Intranets and solving j 
the problem of Total Cost of i 
Ownership fTCO). 

Competition rules are forc¬ 
ing each manufacturer to sup- 
pun as many of the other sys¬ 
tems and platforms as it 
posM’blv can. 

Rhapsody, for example, will 
run on a Pentium or a Pentium 
II chip as well on a Power PC 
WI4 or irfide. 

NT 5.0 supports connectivity 
to all other platforms and would 
run on a Pentium with the pos¬ 
sibility of a version for the 
Power PC. Novell's embracing 
•of Java promises that Intranct- 
warc will become a very' Hence 
competitor in the universal OS 
wars. Of course the Java OS is 
already the darling of IT man¬ 
agers who dream of the day 
when they will limit their 
upgrade cycle. Unfortunately, 
the choices available to Arab 
users, specifically IT managers. 


are very limited. With the 
exception of NT 5.0 none of 
the other OSes support Arabic. 
For Intranetware, the case 
might be solved by the end of 
next vear after the Java Devel¬ 



opment Kit 1.2 (JDK 1.21 
makes its debut in the market. 

The special thing about JDK 
1.2 is that it will support Ara¬ 
bic . thus enabling developers to 
write true Arabic Java applica¬ 
tions. Rhapsody, according to 
sources, wouldn’t support Ara¬ 
bic. at least in the beginning. 

A colleague of mine, 
approached Apple people with 
a plea lo use Unicode capabil¬ 
ities to make Rhapsody support 
Arabic. Unfortunately, the 
reply he got was everything but 
encouraging, it seems Apple's, 
failure to support Arabic will be 
the key to the loss of its domi¬ 
nance in this region. I believe, 
as usujI. that Microsoft will 
emerge as the absolute winner 
in the Middle East market. 

Colleagues of mine managed 


to get a Beta I copy of NT 5 . 0 . 
The report was that it is 
"mighty good". Forget about 
all the interface enhancements 
and the fancy Internet connec¬ 
tivity Muff, in addition to sup¬ 
port for Arabic right out of 
“ the box—Apperumly Inter¬ 
net Explorer tlE> 4.0 for NT 
5.0 could read Arabic web 
pages and Arabic text 
flawlessly. 

Microsoft will be the ulti¬ 
mate winner. 1 believe, in 
the TCO wars. While 
Microsoft was developing 
NT 5.0 it licensed a tcchnof- 
ogy called Multi Win from 
Citrix. Using MultiWin. 
users can run applications 
I such as Word and Excel 
simultaneously on the same 
server twhich runs NT 5.0 1 , 
driving them remotely from 
user interfaces running on 
inexpensive terminals. 
_ Whafs even more impres¬ 
sive is that unlike Java app¬ 
lets you do that without down¬ 
loading one iota of code from 
the server, and you can achieve 
that using a 2K6 machine with 
640 KB of RAM! 

Personally. I am dicing m 
sec how the competition will 
respond to this challenge from 
Microsoft. For those who want 
'thin' clients, it doesn’t seem 
you can gel any thinner than 
that. The report from my col¬ 
leagues on NT 5.0 tests is that 
this technology works very 
well in the Bela 1.0. 

Again. Microsoft has real¬ 
ized other people's dreams 
through very aggressive and 
admirable competitive strate¬ 
gies. 1 would like to close with 
a very major concern here. I 
think Arab developers are 
doing very little in terms of 


Make a few Web stops to ease 
your holiday stress 


By Muhanna Afajlouni 

Sikx'uiI let The Shir 

BETWEEN OBNOXIOUS re I- k ' :,s 

alivc-i. (}ut-of-n*wn h"Usc- m "- 

guests, crowded parking iniv l M x 

thin wjllcis and fat hut- --—.— 

fet tables, ihe upcoming ■ ■ ' ~1 . 

holidays (Christmax and - ■jj- 

New year) can he down- !.- 

right ho-ho-horrihlc. 

"of course, lor must of 1 MedicaJ 

us. they’re actually 

pretty full. Bui that . 

doesn't mean ue won't 

feel twinges of seasonal 

sircss. During Decern- ? i>. 

her. you can check out 

some wch sites for in for- [ 

malinn on how to heal i • 

the holiday blues. I _ 

If you're not already ( ‘ " ‘ 

stressed out. reading the j -‘^.w 

title uf the first "Web | > 

slop, how in Survive j 
Unhearable Stress. [ 
should set you on your j ' '' 1 

anxious way: 1 — — — 

(ivww.tcachhcuhh.com i. 

A quiz measures stress levels ll rh 

h;ised on such factors as why 

whether you're moving this E 

year, arc working more than 40 r y :ai 

hours a week, changing ihe Ire- Ml '-‘ 
quency of family visits and are 
in ihe winter holiday scavin. Lui 

Physical indications include ^ 

headaches, skin rashes, ulcers ad\i 

and high Not'd pressure. a l M ’ 

The sice, complied hv Dr Sic- advi 

phen Burns of Southern Calilbr- - 

nia. advises those with serious 
symptoms m see a doctor. i 

For ihe rest of us. he oilers a 
number «l suggest ions for V 

reducing tension: Go to bed and 
Hake up at set rimes each day: 
every day. make a list of things lDIE 

you want In get done, then cut it Idea 
in hall: cut hack on throwing '- vrl ' 
parties and having out-of-town ! t ‘ m ' 
guests: reduce your work or ,lN 
school lime to 4U hours a week die 
or less: cut h:ick on consuntp- sCr '' 
Hon ol alcohol, callcine. sugar C 


and iwhaccn: .tnd start exercis- Common causes of seasonal 
ing three limes a week for ui stress include too many deal- 
; r j_ least 2d minutes. The extensive, ings with even more stress. And 

, u ^ c . mostly text site, deals with all watch what you eai and drink: 

lots, types* of stress. Small print. "DonTlum to food, drink or 

____drugs for relief. Not only 

. . I l will these make you fat, 

..J.T; .. .— : obnoxious and intoxi- 

_ _| cated. but more irapor- 

; tanlly, they will shield 

The Medical Basis of Stress, Depress on. Anxiety. you from learning how 
Sleep problems, ud Drag Use 1 with the deeper 

causes of your problem,” 

Explained io Fun. Easy to Read, Format i Orman says. Other sec- 

- .A,,- — . ! tions deal with financial 

x >' >uv.vnw ■ stress and bow to handle 




tighilv spaced, makes it some¬ 
what difficult to read. 

For :i more concise, engaging 
read, click on over m the IVeb 
site Idr Dr Morton C. Orman, 
author of "The I4-Du> Stress 
Cure." i ww w .siresscurc.com). 

Although sprinkled with 
advertisements for his book, it 
also contains free, plain-spoken 
advice lor handling the holidays. 


to deal with the deeper 
causes of your problem,” 
j Orman says. Other sec- 
. ; lions deal with financial 
: stress and how to handle 
•! holidays if you're wid- 

■ owed, divorced, single or 

■ separated. 

- : The Mayo Clinic’s 
j respected Mayo Health 
Oasis: (Mayo.i vi.com/ 

! mavo/96!2/hun/ 

- i blues.htm) outlines phys¬ 
ical. psychological and 
i financial stresses that 

- contribute to the holiday 

pinch, and advises ways 
to lessen them. Among its sug¬ 
gestions: ‘before shopping, 
draw up a budget and stick to 
ir. ‘try to make the holiday 
more of a family occasion and 
less materialistic’: and ‘set 
family differences aside until 
the holidays are past*. ■ 

email: qjluni@nets.com.jo 


Ideal Tech receives Compaq 
Systems Reseller Certificate 


producing technologies, which 
cope with all these advances. 

We certainly didn’t see anv- 
thing unusual at The Gull infor¬ 
mation Technology Exhibition 
IGITEX) 07 in terms of new 


IDEAL TECH, member of the 
Ideal Group, received a new 
certificate from Compaq Svs- 
it-ms Resellers certificate: for 
its commitment to providing 
the highest levels of customer 
service and support. 

Compaq Computer indicates 
that Ideal Tech employs profes¬ 
sionally qualified Compaq- 
trained personnel, including 
sides staff for Compaq products 
and \v stems as well as Accred¬ 
ited Systems Engineers. 

This certificate was received 
h\ Ideal Tech a month alter 


than those produced by foreign 
companies. 

It is lime that wc cope with 
the new paradigms of the com¬ 
puter world. We certainly have 
many solid Inundations upon 

which wc an build ■ 

e-mail: Chm iniJi3.gD.cum. jo 


technologies—oilier j receiving the Compaq Service 


FTi iv ii/er certificate 
Mr Karim Kawar president 
of Ideal Group commented by 
saying, “wc are very pleased lo 
receive such an acknowledge¬ 
ment from Compaq.” He uent 
on lo say thjl this is in line with 
Ideal Group's general policy 
towards 'Quality Products «fc 


Ideal Services'. Mofeed Qaf- 
faf. Business Development 
Manager at Ideal Tech said., 
"we Jo realize the importance 
of our partners for success and. 
as we receive such certificates 
from our suppliers, we make 
sure that we need not only 
maintain the good service and 
support to our clients but also 
to improve on it." 

Ideal Tech is an official dis¬ 
tributor for Compaq Computers 
in Jordan. Ideal Group is made 
up of four companies (Ideal 
systems. IdealSofL Ideal 
Dimensions and IdeaiTech) that 
are committed to providing 
excellent products and services 
for the local and international 
markets: from low to high end 
computers and from small lo 
large software projects. Also. 
Ideal Group companies special¬ 
ize in networking and training 
services. ■ 





aimed at giving.access tocomputers to 
in public outlets. Surely; with the:cunrei?i/loj* \ 
could be set around "20% lower.for govemrfjeot' 
to customs exemption— we can-give'our . “fegt 
their first experience with computers!... ~ 

One thing is for sure, with the fast-paced deV, 
our age; it won’t be: their last! ■ ' 
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The rocky road to France 6 98 


MARSEILLE. France—When England and Italy 
were drawn in the same qualifying group the hot 
money went on Italy. 

It looked an even better investment when 
England dumped manager Terry Venables after 
Euro '96 and plumped Tor the relatively untried 
Glen Hoddle. 

But as the 20-month qualifying campaign 
began to unfold it was the 38-year-old Hoddle. 
who only stopped playing two years ago, 
who pmved the experts" wrong. 

After Italy, with Ccsare Mai- 


dini in charge for his first y'<V. match. U 

international, beat England '■ j \ point lead 

1-0 at Wembley the Italians V Y^ gium who h 

suddenly lost their form and Ysjn play-offs to ensure 

the door to France 98 began y J The Dutch have reac 

^ • .T'.-r t...:** iri-?.<_j in-in 


1- 0 at Wembley the Italians 

suddenly lost their form and Vi, 

the door to France 98 began y J 

to close. : ■ 

Hoddle dusted off England, 
lifted his team, and ended up 
winning Group cwo. 

The highlight for Hoddle was his impressive 

2- 0 away win in Poland followed up by a goal¬ 
less draw in Naples. It sealed a place in France 
and England's return to the World Cup finals for 
the first time since 1990. 

As Hoddle was celebrating. Maldini found 
himself forced into a pJayoff with Russia if he 
was to take part in France. 

With three World Cup titles already to their 
name, the Italian fans expect success and the 
thought of not even reaching the finals had them 
baying for Maldini’s blood. 

In the end Italy eked out a draw in the snows 
of Moscow followed by a win in Naples to 
book their place but Maldini admitted there 
was much to be sorted out if Italy were to lift a 


fourth World Cup. 

Germany, for so lone the force of European 
football, also struggled to make sure they would 
be employed next summer. 

In the end it came down to their final Group 
Nine match and a goal in the dying minutes 
against Albania to give them a 4-3 
win and a place in the French sun. 

... Holland, the nearly team of 

O European football, squeezed in to 
' the finals with a 0-0 draw over 

) 'A Turkey in their final Group Seven 

k malc h. It gave them a vital one 

point lead over second placed Bel- 
gium who had to beat Ireland in the 
^ play-offs to ensure their place. 

The Dutch have reached the World Cup final 
twice. 1974 and 1978. but despite the presence 
of Johan Cruyff in 1974. lost both times—fust 
to Germany and then Argentina. 

Holland are hoping that the presence of their 
top foreign exports—Michael Reiziger at Barce¬ 
lona. Winston Bogarde and Patrick Kluivert at 
AC Milan. Aaron Winter at Inter Milan. Clar¬ 
ence Seedorf at Real Madrid, Dennis Bergkamp 
and Marc Overman; at Arsenal—will finally 
allow them to take the World Cup. 

Yugoslavia, who were forced to qualify by 
going into a playoff against Hungary after Spain 
won their Group, proved they were back on the 
international scene by going on a goal spree. 

In the first-leg in Budapest, Hungary—who 
boasted the best side in the World in the 50’s— 
crashed 7-1. In the second-leg. Yugoslavia 
proved it was no fluke by winning 5-0. 

Croatia, formerly a part of Yugoslavia under 
Tito, also made sure of their place. Along with 


South Africa. Jamaica and Japan they arc une of 
four newcomers to make the finals. 

A hard-fought victory over Ukraine took 
Croatia lo France next year. 

marking their biggest success- 

in soccer since emerging as an 
’independent nation six years s&&§ 

"Croatia first drew the alien- 
tion of the soccer world when 
they qualified with impressive . 

ease for Euro ’96. topping a 
qualifying group featuring . 

1994 World Cup runners-up 
Italy. 

But this time round they 'i 

qualified the hard way. ■ n' 

Although they won four 1 y; 

games and lost only one— an ! A 

away match in Denmark —a . ’ : \ 

string of three home draws put V » 

them on the verge of elimina- 
lion halfway through the * ..£• 

campaign. ; ** • 

Their ordeal finally ended 
successfully in Kiev on 
November 15. when a 27th- ? T| *4 

minute equaliser by Lusi u .r*'- 'Pf' 

striker Alen Boksic tamed the J * ' 

young Ukrainian side who m {• 

would have needed three more — 
to win. That game ended I-I. 

Croatia took the playoff 3-1 on aggregate. The 
dream had come true. 

While the European sides played no more 
than 10 matches to reach the finals, the cream 
of South America were forced to play 10 


Iran receives 
heroes ’ welcome 


TEHRAN—Tens of thousands ’ 
of Iranian soccer fans, including 
women who ignored an official 
order banning their presence, 
packed a stadium on Tuesday to 
welcome home the national team 
that qualified for the World Cup 
finals at the weekend. 

An estimated 70.000 flag- 
waving fans, with about 3.000 
young women in their midsL 
"poured into the Azadi stadium to 
cheer the team members who 
arrived by helicopter from the 
capital’s airport. 

Residents said the women 
rushed through gates despite 
police attempts to enforce a ban 
on female fans auending the 
event- Once inside, they were 
seated in separate stands from 
the male fans. 

Thousands of other fans 
jammed the airport despite calls 
by Iran's media to gather instead 
at the stadium to avoid a crash. 

Iran grabbed the Iasi place in 


the World Cup finals by forcing a 
2-2 draw with Australia in Mel¬ 
bourne on Saturday. 

The match was followed by 
the biggest scenes of mass jubila¬ 
tion in Iran since the shah went 
into exile shortly before the 1979 
Islamic revolution that toppled 
him. 

State radio and television ear¬ 
lier read a statement by the Ira¬ 
nian Football Federation saying 
women would nor be admitted 
into the stadium. 

“In view of the lack of suitable 
space and in order to safguard 
Islamic dignity, sisters will be 
strictly prevented from entering 
the Azadi stadium." Tehran radio 
quoted the statement as saying. 

“Sisters can witness the fer¬ 
vent ceremonies (on live televi¬ 
sion) at home," the statement 
added. 

Iran in 1994 briefly suspended 
the ban on women going to foot¬ 
ball stadiums, which dates back 
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The great moment of victory 

to the revolution. 

But authorities reimposed the 
ban after a few weeks following 
protests by conservative Islamist 
newspapers which said the 
women's presence was at odds 
with norms of contacts between 


the sexes. 

Iranian officials have said the 
han was partly prompted by the 
"immoral" language and behavi¬ 
our of some fans which make 
soccer games unsuitable as fam¬ 
ily outings. ■ 


matches to qualify. 

Argentina proved they were still the second 
side on the continent, behind Brazil, by winning 
the South American Zone. It 

-was an impressive performance 

by the former World Cup hold- 
; ers. They only lost two of their 
1 16 matches, winning eight and 
drawing six. 

TjE# ! Joining them in France will 

■K j be Paraguay. Colombia and 

1 Chile. For Colombia it will be a 
■ : chance to erase the nightmare 

• * 5^*5? I *99** World Cup in the 

&jgf ] United States. Failing to get 

jW ; beyond .the first round, finish- 

Jy ! ing last in their group behind 

jH j Romania. Switzerland and the 

fW I United States. 

'JjfJ i Defender Andres Escobar, 

jf ¥ who scored an own goal in the 

jf - match against the United States, 

2 was gunned down by a fanatical 

M supporter on July 2, 1994, 

H shortly after returning lo his 

home town of Medellin. 

In the Asian Zone the worst 
possible scenario for FIFA 
looked as if it was going to hap- 
|!|a^ - pen when Japan appeared to be 

^-*- down and out. With Japan co¬ 

hosting the 2002 World Cup with arch-rivals 
South Korea. FIFA desperately wanted the Japa¬ 
nese lo be at the 1998 finals. 

They did —but only after a nail-biting play-off 
against Iran in Malaysia. 

A golden goal in extra-time saw Japan reach 
their first World Cup finals and FIFA were able 
to breath a sigh of relief. 

While South Korea, the football force in cast 
Asia, easily won their Group B. Saudi Arabia, 
the South Korea of the west, snatched their place 
in their final match—beating Qatar 1-0. Halfway 
through their qualifying stage, with Iran firm 
favourites to take the Group, worried Saudi foot¬ 
ball authorities brough in German coach Otto 
Pfister for the final two matches. 

Pfistcr lost his first match in charge but his 
victory over Qatar restored Saudi pride. 

But while Asian football is still trying to make 
a real impression on the world scene, Africa 
threatens to break up the European-South Amer¬ 
ican monopoly, 

Nigeria and Cameroon lead the way while 
South Africa, back after the years of apartheid 
isolation, have secured their first ever appear¬ 
ance in the World Gip finals. 

North of the Sarahs Morocco easily won their 
group, finishing nine points clear of second 
placed Sierra Larne. 

Tunisia managed to case out Egypt, winning 
live of their six matches and drawing the other. 

The CONCACAF Zone, marred by the Guate¬ 
mala stadium disaster last year when 84 fans 
were crushed to death against perimeter fencing, 
saw history being made when Jamaica qualified 
by finishing third in the Final Round Group 
behind Mexico and the United States. 

Jamaica were the first Caribbean side since 
Haiti in 1974 lo reach the finals. 

Iran brought the 645-game marathon to a 
close at Melbourne on Saturday when they beat 
Australia on away goals, to reach their first 
finals since 1978. to become the 32nd and last 
qualifier for France 98. ■ 
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Mr Ingo Meyer, Manager of the Robert Bosch] Gmbk fir r - 
Middle East and North Africa, took aJump at die Royal : Jor-’ : ' 
danian Parachuting Club last month. He later scad that - ^ 
will try to help the Club by contributing to buying a przra-.. 
chutte woth a Bosh logo on U. He hopes to jump agah whepi . 
he is next in Amman. t ■ 


A VIS^carM0^^ 

takes 

this month 

THE ROYAL Automobile Club of Jordan will 
day 19 December organize tbe AY3S national " ^ 

starting from, the King Abdullah Ga rrfens C nrop^x ;:’^. ir v 
near the headqua rt ers of the sponsoring company,.-^ - ^,, 
AVIS for Touristic Car Rent • > ^ - 

Participants in the rally as* keen-to score the h^hesi , - ' 

points to improve their position la thi? diainpjqristup^. ^^i^i 
The events rtf tins rally will determine tbe final 
of the Jordan Open Cbaxnpionship/or drivers arid 

asastan tiifar Hik ypar 

Racer Mohammad A1 Dawond comes in-the 
among tbe drivers* ebaznpionsfaip with a : tacdV^'l3^’^W 
points, 225 points higher than driver- 

who in turn preceeds Bisharah Kaza’an by 373|to|ial^^|^ p 
Tbe official poster promoting tbe event wfl] v 

distributed aU over theKingdotn^H _ 

. - • ■■■ - '$1:^ 
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